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College Drug Education Guidelines 

  

Our Vision 

At the Western Australian College of Agriculture – Narrogin, we believe that drug education is integral to the 

socio-emotional development of our students. Our vision is to promote positive and informed decision making 

around drugs and alcohol within the student community. The College offers a variety of educative 

opportunities that foster resilience, responsibility, self-awareness and self-management.  We endeavour to 

engage the whole-school community in our drug education initiatives and are committed to providing our 

students with drug education across all year levels. 

Our College Commitment 

Western Australian College of Agriculture – Narrogin endorses a whole-school approach to drug education 

where staff, students, parents and the wider-school community work together to create a safe College 

environment.  A harm minimisation philosophy is central to this commitment, which prioritises student safety 

and works to reduce the impact of drugs and alcohol on members of the College. Our guidelines have been 

developed in consultation with key community stakeholders to address drug education and necessary related 

interventions in a caring and consistent manner. 
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Purpose 
 
This document communicates all programs and procedures the school has adopted to reduce the 
harm of drugs and alcohol across the College community.  

Scope 
 
This document outlines the Western Australia College of Agriculture - Narrogin’s Drug Education 
Guidelines. This includes drug education, critical incident management and intervention support 
processes. This document applies to the response and management of all incidents of drug use. It 
also includes school drug education curriculum planning and implementation at the College. 

This document meets the requirements of the Student Behaviour Policy Effective: Version 2.2, last 
updated October 2018. This document is based on the School Drug Education and Road Aware 
(SDERA) document ‘Getting it Together: A Whole School Approach to Drug Education’. 

Definitions 
 

Drug A drug is a substance, other than food, which is taken to change the way the body 
and/or mind function. 

Licit or legal 
drug 

A licit or legal drug is one which is sanctioned by law and may be readily available (e.g. 
caffeine), may be restricted by age (e.g. tobacco, alcohol) or provided by prescription 
(e.g. dexamphetamine).  
Note If a legal drug is not used for the intent it was made for or by the person it was 
scripted for it becomes and illegal drug for the purpose of this plan. 

Illicit drug or 
illegal drug 

An illicit or illegal drug is one which it is prohibited to produce, sell, possess or use 
(e.g. cannabis, amphetamine). The use of some drugs is not legal. These are referred 
to as illegal or illicit drugs. 

College Drug 
Education 
Guidelines 

The document that is given to parents/guardians when enrolling students at this 
campus. 

SDERA School Drug Education and Road Aware 

College  Western Australia College of Agriculture – Narrogin 

Possession of 
drugs/alcohol 

Found in possession as far as drugs/alcohol being located on/or in a person in/down 
clothing, carried in wallets/pockets etc. 
Found in possession as far as drugs/alcohol being located in personal belongings or in 
the control of person carrying bags, toilet bags, bedding, drawer/closets, rooms etc. 
Unless proven to be a shared commune room that a single person could not be 
identified as being the one in possession 
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College Expectations 
 
Students need to be aware of the College’s expectations surrounding drugs and alcohol. Western 
Australia College of Agriculture - Narrogin does not permit students while on school or residential 
premises, at any school function, excursion or camp to: 

 smoke or possess tobacco products 
 consume, possess or be affected by alcohol 
 use, possess or be affected illicit drugs 
 possess drug-related equipment or paraphernalia  
 possess pharmaceutical drugs (over the counter or prescription) 
 use pharmaceutical drugs that have not been issued by staff 
 possess or use volatile substances - including aerosol cans 
 consume or possess energy drinks 

Staff Roles and Responsibility 
 
Staff will engage in incident management and intervention support at different levels depending on 
their role in the school. The table below outlines staff responsibilities expected at this College. To 
provide a fair, consistent and effective response it is imperative that staff: 

 know their own job and role and understand the role of others 
 are aware of the procedures for working with drug use issues 
 are supportive of these procedures 
 maintain respect for all parties by sharing information appropriately and maintaining 

privacy where possible 
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Staff Roles and Responsibilities 
 

All staff Senior staff 
(e.g. Principal, Residential Manager and 
Senior Staff) 

Student services staff 
(e.g. Student services staff, school 
psychologist, nurse, chaplain) 

 Identification 
 Raising the issue 
 Linking to school support 

services 
 Ongoing support and 

monitoring as advised 
 Support school policy and 

procedures including 
reporting breaches 
 

 Identification 
 Raising the issue 
 Linking to school support  

services 
 Ongoing support and 

monitoring 
 Support school policy and 

procedures including 
reporting breaches 

 Specific incident 
investigation and 
management 

 Informing family or 
caregivers as required 

 Negotiate a management 
plan with appropriate 
involvement from others 
 

 Identification 
 Raising the issue 
 Linking to school support 

services 
 Ongoing support and 

monitoring 
 Support school policy and 

procedures including 
reporting breaches 

 Assessment 
 Referral 
 Advising and supporting  

other school staff as 
 appropriate 
 Supporting families or 

caregivers 
 Targeted information and 

education reporting breaches 
 Mental health counselling 

 

Staff Training 
 
As a College, we support the ongoing professional development of our staff in the area of drug and 
alcohol education. This includes engaging in professional development offered by SDERA and the 
Mental Health Commission of Western Australia.  

Student Drug and Alcohol Education 
 

The College is committed to providing drug and alcohol education to every student. This education is 
embedded within a comprehensive whole school program aimed to support the socio-emotional 
learning, mental health and wellbeing of all students.  

Curriculum 
 
 Our three-year drug education plan identifies age appropriate drug education content across 

year 10, 11 and 12. 
 We use evidence-based drug education resources such as SDERA’s Drug Talk – Body Mind 

Future, Royal Perth Hospital’s P.A.R.T.Y Program. 
 We provide education about drugs surrounding key dates such as the ball and graduation  
 School administration supports staff to deliver appropriate drug education by allowing in-school 

time for planning, providing professional development opportunities for staff and allocating 
funds for resources and materials. 
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 Classroom and after hours programs focus on skill development and develop students’ 
knowledge and understanding, attitudes and values and promote help-seeking behaviours 

 Learning is extended from the classroom/ residential program to promote parent support of 
drug education programs (e.g. through the use of the school website). 

 We integrate drug and alcohol education in other programs such as RAC BStreetsmart, Armed for 
Life, leadership lessons, camp and interagency support through providers such as Holyoake.  

Ethos and Environment 
 
 The development and implementation of the College Drug Education Guidelines plan is 

supported by teaching and administration staff, school health service staff, students and 
parents. 

 Drug education is included in whole-school planning. 
 All students have the opportunity to participate in drug education programs and initiatives. 
 College Drug Education Guidelines are reviewed on an annual basis in consultation with the 

school community. 
 School administration supports staff attendance at professional development to broaden their 

understanding and enhance their confidence in working with drug use issues. 
 We have developed and implemented Emergency and Critical Incident Management Plan and 

this communicated through the whole-school community  

Parents and Community 
 
 The College offers opportunities for parents to connect with external resources.  
 Drug education information and strategies for parents and families are provided on a regular 

basis through a variety of methods such as the College Chronical and the College website. 
 The College uses SDERA as its primary agency to identify resources and support that 

complements our drug education guidelines.  
 Orientation packs to new staff members and families include our College Drug Education 

Guidelines. 

Incident Management 
 
Incident management is the structured response to drug use incidents occurring within the College 
and should be actioned along with appropriate intervention support. 
 
There are many factors involved in student drug use and any member of staff may be required to 
manage and support incidents and issues at any given time. These may involve: 
 
 suspicion of student drug use 
 student possession, use and/or distribution of legal or illicit drugs 
 disclosure of student drug use and/or issues relating to drug use 
 student attendance at school while drug affected 
 
To work well with drug use incidents and issues, a school’s response should be coordinated, 
consistent, fair and reasonable in order to achieve improved health and educational outcomes for all 
concerned.  
 
The multiple flow charts that follow are processes for structured response to drug use incidents at 
the College. Immediately following is a more detailed explanation of each step.  
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Intervention Support 
 
Intervention support is the structured provision of assistance to students who are identified as being 
at risk of drug use, or who disclose, demonstrate or are suspected of drug using behaviour. 
Effective intervention support prevents drug use or escalation of drug use. This allows staff and 
students a chance to work together to promote physical, emotional and social health and well-being. 
 
Having an established procedure for providing intervention support allows staff the reassurance that 
they are operating according to their roles and are meeting their responsibilities within the school. 
 
The College will consider each individual student’s holistic mental health and wellbeing when making 
decisions regarding the use of drugs. The College takes a harm minimisation approach to all 
situations. This includes preventative education, mental health supports (in-school and external 
services) and disciplinary action. 
 
Having clear procedures to follow ensures appropriate and necessary action occurs with consistency 
across the school community, and that the process is transparent and regards student health and 
well-being as a priority. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School contact– 9881 9700 Useful contacts and information 
 

Principal: Melissa Walker 
 
Deputy Principal: Mark Pascoe 
 
Head of Residence: Heather Rae 
 
Program Coordinator: Christo Argaet 
 
School Psychologist Madeleine Fimmano (prov.) 
 
Chaplain: Sandi Blakiston 
 

School Drug Education and Road Aware (SDERA)  
(08) 9402 6415     www.sdera.wa.edu.au 
 
Alcohol and Drug Support Line 

     Country 1800 198 024 
     Availability24 hours, 7 days a week 

 
Parent and Family Drug Support Line  

     Country 1800 653 203 
     Availability24 hours, 7 days a week 

 
Holyoake Wheatbelt Community Alcohol and Drug Service 
(08) 9621 1055 Mon-Fri 8.30am- 4.30pm 
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Guidelines for Engaging Guest Presenters 
 
The following guidelines offer useful information to consider when engaging guest presenters to 
complement the College’s drug education initiatives. 
 
Working a best practice approach would include using this kind of initiative as a ‘value adding’ tool 
and to promote awareness through the school community of drug education resources and support 
services. 
 Identify the benefits to be gained by using a guest presenter to conduct a session with students 

and decide how it will consolidate the drug education offered by College staff. 
 Consider the College’s  philosophy and how any presentation requested fits within best practice 

and the College Drug Education Guidelines. 
 Determine what learning outcomes will result from the presentation. 
 Ask the agency or presenter questions in order to determine how their philosophies relate to 

current College plan. See Appendix III. 
 Be aware that research indicates that an isolated ‘one off’ presentation to students has little 

positive impact on student health or drug using behaviour. For this reason, presentations 
outside the context  of a planned program or where guest presenters provide a session in 
response to a drug use incident at College are not recommended. 

 Understand that it is difficult to cover information, attitudes and values and provide 
opportunities for skill development in a single session being delivered by a guest presenter. 

 
It is important that the College is clear about the particular aspects they would like the presenter to 
address and that they consider what may be covered with the students before and after the ‘one off’ 
session. This will ensure that the session being offered enriches and reinforces the key messages 
being offered through the College’s current drug education initiatives. 
 
Be cautious about using a guest presenter who intends to present their own drug-related 
testimonials that are not linked to positive learning outcomes as outlined in the College Drug 
Education Guidelines. 
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This appendices has been sourced from SDERA’s ‘Getting It Together’ which can be found at 
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/resources/whole-school-approach/getting-it-together/ 
 

APPENDIX I: Expansion of Legal Drug Follow Up Actions 
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This appendices has been sourced from SDERA’s ‘Getting It Together’ which can be found at 
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/resources/whole-school-approach/getting-it-together/ 
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This appendices has been sourced from SDERA’s ‘Getting It Together’ which can be found at 
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/resources/whole-school-approach/getting-it-together/ 
 

APPENDIX II: Expansion of Illegal Drug Follow Up Actions
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This appendices has been sourced from SDERA’s ‘Getting It Together’ which can be found at 
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/resources/whole-school-approach/getting-it-together/ 
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APPENDIX III: Checklist for Engaging Guest Presenters  
 

Have the following questions been considered? 

o What is the purpose of the presentation? 

o What will have occurred in the drug education program prior to the 
session? 

o Have the learning outcomes of the proposed session been clearly outlined? 

o Because the teacher is responsible/accountable for the teaching/learning of 
the students, can the use of a presenter be justified? 

o Will the presenter enhance rather than replace the role of the class 
teacher? 

o What is the presenter’s prior experience with presenting sessions to school 
aged children? 

o Will the presenter be briefed on the drug education program into which this 
presentation fits? 

o Does the school have School Drug Education Guidelines? (A copy should be 
made available to the agency/presenter before the session.) 

o How will parents be informed of the presentation? 

o Is there an information session available for parents? 

o Will the presentation be part of an ongoing drug education program? 

o Are the materials and information appropriate to the developmental level 
of the student? 

o Do the resources need to be previewed by school staff before being used 
with students? 

o Do the resources reflect the Principles for School Drug Education? 

o Do the resources reflect the philosophy of the school? 

o What follow up will be done with the students and by whom? 

o Will school staff be available to be present during the session? 
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Request Form for Guest Presenters 
 
Name of school: ________________________________________________ 

Presentation requested by (staff member): ___________________________ 

Contact details of staff member: ___________________________________ 

Purpose of presentation: 

o Presentation to staff – agency service provision information 

o Presentation to students – whole school individual class (please circle) 

o Presentation to broader school community – parent information evening 

o Other – please outline 
 
Date, time and duration of presentation: ____________________________ 
Location of presentation: _________________________________________ 
Age of students (if student presentation): ____________________________ 
 
This presentation will add value to the following initiatives currently occurring 
as part of our drug education program (please list): 
 
 
 
 
The key focus areas we are seeking from this presentation include: 
 
 
 
 
The follow-up to this presentation will be: 
 
 
 
 
For student presentations 
We are seeking to consolidate the following topics which are being addressed 
with students in the curriculum: 
 
 


