
 

FRIDAY 8th MAY 2020 

First lambs for the season!! 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear families and friends 

Return to boarding year 11 and 12 

Our College community would be 

aware that an announcement was 

made late last week that residences 

in the government school system 

would open under certain conditions as from Tuesday this 

week.  In our case it is only year 11 and 12 students who are 

able to return to residence at this point. Our concern            

continues to be about safety for students and staff so physical 

distancing and hygiene are the main considerations. The   

practical application of these conditions that applies for           

students to return to residence are in summary; 

 Only year 11 and 12 students can return to the residence 

 Additional cleaning and sanitation afterhours and            

weekends - especially of bathrooms and toilets - we are 

employing additional staff 

 Social distancing - throughout residence plus dining 

room - contact sports not allowed 

 Kitchen staff serve all food and drink - students have no 

access to crockery and cutlery other than their own 

 Reduced number of students at tables and table by table 

to servery for all meals 

 Once here students are unable to return home 

To make this work we need students to take physical         

distancing seriously and work cooperatively with us and each 

other to keep us all safe. Students that are unable to comply 

with this will not be able to remain in residence as they put 

themselves and others at risk. 

I am conscious that parents of year 10’s will be anxious to 

have their children access the residence but at this stage I can 

give no timeline when this might occur.  

On-line learning 

Whilst the WA Government allows parents and carers to 

make the decision that their children can remain at home, we 

will continue to provide on-line learning materials. 

With increasing numbers of students attending the College 

either on a day basis or in residence, we are reverting next 

week to our 8.10am to 4pm timetable. Students attending on 

a day basis will need to be at the College by 8am. School          

buses are operating as normal so we will stop our College bus 

run.  

All changes to timetables are published on our website and 

urge parents and carers to keep abreast of any changes. 

I thank parents and carers for their continued patience and 

cooperation in assisting at this challenging time. 

Telethon Kid Institute COVID-19 research 

Our school has been invited to participate in research the WA 

Government is undertaking in partnership with Telethon Kids 

Institute (TKI).  The research is part of DETECT: a larger study 

of particular groups in our community to determine the           

prevalence of COVID–19 in Western Australia.  Education has 

been prioritised for inclusion. 

Approximately 80 public schools across WA will participate in 

the research.  They represent a cross section of the            

community and include primary, secondary, education         

support, metropolitan and regional schools, and residential 

colleges.  

The study will be rolled out across schools over the next few 

weeks.  Participation is voluntary and consent will be sought 

from staff and parents, as well as students for the                     

psychosocial survey component. 

As part of the research, staff and students from 40 schools 

will be tested for COVID-19 at monthly intervals over a period 

of at least three months. These schools will be randomly         

selected by the researchers. All 80 schools will participate in 

the online survey component, providing information on how 

COVID-19 is impacting their physical, social and emotional 

wellbeing. All students, staff and parents would be             

encouraged to participate and TKI will work directly with 

schools.  

I will provide further information, including a fact sheet from 

TKI, and consent forms in the coming days. 

Our school’s involvement in this research will make a valuable 

contribution to better understanding the extent of COVID-19 

in WA and what measures are required to keep our             

communities safe during the pandemic.   

Click on the link for more details - 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/
McGowan/2020/05/Research-study-to-track-impact-of-
COVID-19-in-schools.aspx 

If you have any questions or concerns at this stage, please 
contact me for more information. 

 

 

  

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/05/Research-study-to-track-impact-of-COVID-19-in-schools.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/05/Research-study-to-track-impact-of-COVID-19-in-schools.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/05/Research-study-to-track-impact-of-COVID-19-in-schools.aspx


PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt (Continued) 

  

 

 
 Keep smiling 

There is a tendency in times like this to focus on the negative 

and forget that there is still joy and happiness to be had. 

Things that have made me happy this week are: 

 Rain  

 Seeing and smelling freshly turned soil  

 Opening of the burning season  

 Seeing an end in sight with the gradual return to            

normal College operations  

 WA Government announcements about opening up 

some aspects of society 

 New lambs. 

 

 

 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

Week 3 Timetable Changes 

By now all parents and students will 

have received a copy of the Week 3 

and beyond timetable which was 

emailed on Thursday 7th May. The 

timetable essentially follows the 

timetable that students had at the 

start of the year. These timetables will also be loaded up onto 

the College’s Website over the week end.  

There will still be a requirement for all students to Check In 

with their period 1 teacher for attendance monitoring. The 

WebEx links for the Check In will be published each day in the 

Daily Lesson Summary. As mentioned in my previous emails, 

the College day will revert to 8:10am – 4pm Monday through 

to Thursday and 8:10am – 2:30pm on Friday. Parents and 

students will continue to receive an email summarising the 

lessons for the next day plus details about the daily check in. 

  

Daily Check In Through WebEx 

The WebEx Check In each day is our point of completing 

attendance requirements. It is starting to be a concern that a 

number of students have not been regularly attending Check 

In or contacting an Instructional staff member since the                

residence closed. The main concern for staff is students             

falling behind and not being able to catch up on missed work. 

For some families, technology and connectivity issues are the 

cause. We appreciate that the ‘schooling from home’ has 

been a huge stress on families. Admin will be following up 

with parents this week and early next week to determine 

what are the impediments for students engaging with the 

attendance process and how we can assist parents and               

families. 

 

KEEP YOUR  

DISTANCE BUT KEEP  

SMILING 

 

 



FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson 

  
 
 CBH International Sustainability 

& Carbon Certification (ISCC) 

audit 2020 

Yesterday our farm was chosen 

as part of an extensive audit 

from CBH called an ISCC audit. 

This audit reviews all the procedures and facilities on the 

farm connected with our program to grow and sell canola. 

This audit traced the College’s procurement of fertiliser and 

chemicals, how they are applied, the records we keep right 

through to trucking and delivery to CBH. 

It would seem we passed the audit with no improvements 

recommended. 

There was a discussion that in the future for our 2020 crops 

that we look at using alternative insecticides and not to use 

pesticides with Omethoate. 

We will now discuss this with our agronomist for suitable 

alternatives. 

The College had to provide photographic proof of our safety 

signage and procedures, waste disposal processes for             

chemical containers, oil and general waste. 

It was very apparent that towards the end of this audit the 

European environmental standards we have been audited 

against are quite stringent and the need to maintain our 

standards to continue to market our products throughout the 

world is most important. 

 

 

30 mms of rain received since  Monday! 



TRADES - Mark Batt 

  The start of term two has been a little 

different to other years with only a 

small number of students returning to 

the College and many choosing to     

complete their learning online.  

Those Furniture Making students that 

have returned have been busy            

completing the shaker lamp table, 

which is a set task that they started last term. Students had 

the option to choose their hardwood with a majority of          

students choosing native Marri or Jarrah and some students 

incorporating coloured resin into the table top and legs. 

Shaker furniture is a distinctive style of furniture developed 

by the United Society of Believers in Christ's Second            

Appearing, commonly known as Shakers, a religious sect that 

had guiding principles of simplicity, utility and honesty. Their 

beliefs were reflected in the well-made furniture of                    

minimalist designs. 

The shaker lamp table contributes to the following units of 

competency MSFFP2001 Undertake a Basic Furniture Making 

Project, MSFFP2006 Make Simple Timber Joints. All students 

have completed their tables to a high standard and should be 

very proud of their work. 

 



TRADES - Engineering 

   

Caleb Dewing’s trailer 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone  

It was great to be able to welcome 

back some of our students this 

week and I look forward to more 

arriving over the weekend.  

It has been very quiet here in            

residence with the students settling into their new norm. 

Over the weekend staff will be lighting the fire pit and making 

s’mores and toasting marshmallows. Staff have  also been 

organising a quiz night which we hope to run during next 

week.  

 

I hope everyone at home is staying safe and healthy and I 

hope to see more of you soon. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our mums and I hope you all have 

a nice relaxing day with your families. 

 

 

nbn helping to connect low-income families with 

home-schooling needs 
To help Australians respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, nbn is providing up to $50 million to assist phone 
and internet providers to support low-income family households with school-aged children who do not 
currently have an active nbn™ connection at home.  

This funding will help phone and internet providers create more affordable offers to connect eligible              
families during term two of school.  

More than 20 phone and internet providers have agreed to participate in this program. 

An up-to-date list of phone and internet providers participating in the COVID-19 relief and assistance 
package, that have consented to their details being provided by nbn and are ready to connect customers 
is available at: https://www.nbnco.com.au/response  

COVID-19  

Education Assistance Package 

https://www.nbnco.com.au/response
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COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 2 

 29 May, 3 & 5 June Year 12 ATAR exams 

 5, 8, 11 & 12 June Year 11 ATAR exams - TO BE CONFIRMED 

 26 June College Board meeting 12pm 
  

 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 


