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PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear college families,  

I am sure that we are all looking    

forward to a weekend at home after 

a very disrupted first half of the 

term. I continue to be impressed 

with the way that our school       

community has managed to adapt to 

the rapidly changing requirements over this term and the end 

of last term. Staff have worked extremely hard to ensure that 

students have been kept safe and their learning continues.   

The current arrangements regarding split sittings meals,        

additional sanitising during the day and night and various 

other measures continue. Also continuing is my need to limit 

short leave and day leave to essential purposes and going 

home.  My thanks for families assisting in this regard. 

The student leadership group is currently working on         

coordinating a number of after hours activities. Despite   

Country Week being cancelled, there is still interest in       

running training for various sports and our Prefects and Dorm 

Captains are working with staff to make it happen.  

Menu planning 

This week a group of student representatives met with the 

cooks, Heather and myself to review the menu and discuss 

areas for improvement. My thanks to the input from Katie, 

Ashleigh, Annie and Iszac who provided feedback. Our        

intention is to improve communication between the kitchen 

and the students. The cooks have a very difficult job in            

catering for the range of different tastes and expectations 

within a tight budget and the need to adhere to healthy 

eating principles dictated by external agencies. 

DETECT Schools study:                                                                

Understanding the impact of COVID-19 in WA Schools 

Our school is one of 80 public schools taking part in “DETECT 

Schools Study - Assessing COVID-19 Across Western                

Australian Schools”.  Our school is one of forty schools that 

will be involved in COVID-19 testing and a wellbeing survey. 

Another forty schools will be involved in the wellbeing survey 

only.  

Participation in all parts of the study is voluntary. 

COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the way we live. With the 

rates of COVID-19 in Western Australia (WA) remaining low, 

we are at a critical point where the Government is working 

hard on how to get things back to normal, as safely and as 

quickly, as we can.  

 

 

One thing we don’t know much about, are the rates of          

COVID-19 in those who may not have any symptoms 

(asymptomatic). As part of a larger community study to     

determine the occurrence of COVID-19 in people without 

symptoms in WA, the WA Education and Health Departments, 

in partnership with Telethon Kids Institute, are undertaking a 

research study in schools. The study will help us answer three 

main questions: 

1. Is there any undetected COVID-19 infection in school 

students and staff (without symptoms)? 

2. Do students and staff at schools play a role in        

spreading COVID-19, if we find it?   

3. How are school staff, students, and their families          

coping during this challenging time? Is their wellbeing 

impacted?  

The DETECT study will comprise three projects:  

Project 1: COVID-19 testing for those without symptoms 

(Asymptomatic) – consenting staff and students 

will be tested to establish whether there is any 

undiagnosed coronavirus infection among the 

school population. The testing involves a gentle 

throat and nasal swab carried out by trained 

study staff. 

Project 2: Tracking Transmission in Schools - If at any stage 

a case of COVID-19 is detected within a school, in 

addition to standard Public Health and                  

Department of Education responses, testing will 

be increased immediately to include any contacts 

of the positive case such as classmates, teachers, 

etc. This testing will help to better understand 

and ultimately prevent the transmission of      

COVID-19 in a school environment.   

Project 3: Wellbeing Survey  - Staff, parents and students 

who have provided consent will receive online 

surveys to complete, to better understand  the 

impact COVID-19 is having now on the school 

communities’ physical, social and emotional              

wellbeing.  

It is hoped the DETECT Schools Study will assist in making an 

even stronger evidence-base for the WA (and Australian) 

Government to make the best policy decisions they can, and 

to provide the support to schools and families that they need. 

Information and permission details were emailed to all            

families today (Friday). 

  



  End of Semester Reports 

Semester 1 reports will be         

completed and available to parents, 

carers and students on Friday 3rd  

July. The date, times and format 

(face to face or via phone) for the 

second round of parent/staff interviews is still to be              

determined within changing Covid-19 social distancing rules 

and will be published in the Chronicle when more information 

comes to light. 

Eternally Set Tasks (EST) 

As mentioned last week, the times for Year 12 General          

students sitting their EST have been determined and are            

published in this Chronicle. The EST was developed as a 

means of comparing assessment procedures across all 

schools to determine if marking was being pitched at the  

correct level and course content was covered appropriately. 

From the results, schools may need to review their teaching 

and assessment procedures. For students, this assessment 

task is worth 15% of the subject’s total marks and students 

need to take it seriously. Staff have been working with          

students and will continue to do so leading up to the tests in 

preparing students on how to complete the tests.   

Keep safe over this long weekend and enjoy the time you 

have with your sons and daughters for they grow up fast!! 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

 



  

HEAD OF CLASS - Gayelle Quartermaine 

After nearly two weeks of having all 

the students back it doesn’t feel like 

they ever left! While there are a few 

changes to the timetable to               

accommodate physical distancing    

restrictions, overall, class life is back to 

normal. 

The students are to be commended on the maturity they 

have shown in this tumultuous time. Teenagers don’t usually 

handle change very well, but the majority have remained  

focused and interested in their classwork. Working on          

Connect and Webex was sometimes tricky, but it has made us 

all better at using technology and opened new options for 

teaching and learning. 

The teachers have spent a lot of time helping students to 

catch up after their COVID-break. All students should be 

aware of the work they still need to submit. The teachers 

have removed some assessments, changed the weightings 

and made many adjustments to tasks for the benefit of          

students. If you have any questions about the changes, please 

contact the teacher directly. 

Letters have been sent to Year 11 parents about the               

introduction of Foundation English for Semester 2. If your 

child has not yet passed OLNA, it has been recommended 

that they move to the Foundation English course. If you have 

any queries about this move, please contact Sarj Manez or 

your child’s English teacher.  

After the closed weekend, the focus will be on exams and 

completing the final semester assessments for each subject. 

Exams dates and times can be found in this College Chronicle. 

Mr Manez will be on leave from the 4th June for the rest of 

the term and he will be replaced by Mr David Webster.           

Mr Webster has a long involvement with agricultural colleges 

and will be a wonderful inclusion to the teaching team in              

Mr Manez’s absence. 

Enjoy the long weekend! 

 

Year 11 ATAR students preparing for tests and exams 

Year 10 students looking happy to be back in class 



HEAD OF CLASS - Sarjit Manez 

  
 
 Good afternoon parents/guardians 

These are the UPDATED dates for 

final assessments for Semester 1. 

 

 

 

Year 12 ATAR Exam: 

 Week 7 Monday 8 June    Mathematics Applications 

 Week 7 Wednesday 10 June    Plant PS 

 Week 7 Friday 12 June              English 

 Week 8 Monday 15 June          Animal PS 

 

Year 11 ATAR Exam: 

 Week 7 Monday 8 June             Mathematics Applications 

 Week 7 Thursday 11 June        Plant PS 

 Week 7 Friday 12 June               English 

  Week 8 Monday 15 June         Animal PS 

Note: SIDE exams will be conducted during allocated times of 

the subject students have dropped at the College. If a student 

is studying a fifth subject through SIDE, arrangements will be 

done to accommodate this during examination period. 

 

Year 12 General/Foundation Courses EXTERNALLY SET 

TASKS dates: 

 Week 8 Monday 15 June  Animal PS          

(Periods 1&2) 

 Week 8 Wednesday 17 June             MDT                    

(Periods 1&2)  

 Week 8 Wednesday 17 June            Mathematics 

(Periods 5&6) 

 Week 9 Monday 22 June                   English          

(Periods 3&4) 

 Week 9 Wednesday 24 June         Plant PS             

(Periods 3&4) 

Year 11 General/Foundation Courses Final Assessment 

dates: 

 Week 8 Thursday 18 June      MDT & Mathematics  

 Week 9 Tuesday 23 June        English & Animal PS 

 Week 9 Thursday 25 June      Plant PS 

 

Year 10 Semester 1 Exam dates: 

 Week 8 Tuesday 16 June    Agriculture 

 Week 8 Thursday 18 June        Mathematics  

 Week 8 Friday 19 June     English 

 Week 9 Tuesday 23 June          HASS  

 Week 9 Thursday 25 June         Science 

 Week 9 Friday 26 June     Health & Phys Ed 

 

Connect – Please take note that online teaching has been 

discontinued. Teachers will still use Connect to supplement 

the work done in Class. Connect provides a great tool for    

student engagement and keeping parents informed on their 

child’s progress at the College. Every parent’s participation is 

valued and will further enhance the communication             

strategies the College has adopted. 

After-hours tuition 

Extra tuition is available on every Monday and Tuesday   

between 4-5pm at the lecture room. Students are               

encouraged to see their teachers if they need extra help for 

any subjects during this designated time.  

Parents and guardians are encouraged to contact your child‘s 

teacher if you have concerns or require subject specific            

information. Please feel free to contact me (for Year 11s and 

12s) at the College on 9881 9700 or via email 

sarjit.manez@education.wa.edu.au with any queries or            

concerns you wish to discuss. For Year 10 matters, please 

contact Gayelle Quartermaine on 9881 9700 or via email  at 

gayelle.quartermaine@education.wa.edu.au  

 
 

mailto:sarjit.manez@education.wa.edu.au
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TRADES - Allan Dewing 

  AUTOMOTIVE 

The Year 10.1 & 10.2 Automotive 

groups have swapped projects in the 

workshop with the change of term and 

are well into their respective tasks; 

disassembling vehicles to be used for 

speedway purposes and rebuilding a 

small engine. These tasks enable the 

students to learn a range of mechanical skills and knowledge, 

communication skills and introduce them to safe working 

practices as part of their unit of competency;                            

AURASA002_Follow Safe Working Practices in an Automotive 

Workplace.   

Year 11 Automotive students have started the unit of          

competency; AURLTA001_Identify Automotive Mechanical 

Systems and Components. This unit, as the title suggests, 

identifies the major mechanical components on a vehicle, 

how they work and how to diagnose minor faults.  

In the workshop students have been completing thread 

cutting and other basic hand tool tasks as part of the unit of 

competency; AURTTK002_Use and Maintain Tools and             

Equipment in an Automotive Workplace. They have also been 

involved with other projects including; personal motorbike 

and vehicle repairs, repairs to residential mountain bikes and 

finishing engine repairs to a farm side by side Kioti. 

Year 12 Automotive students are well into the new unit of 

competency; AURTTE007_Dismantle and Assemble Single 

Cylinder Four Stroke Petrol Engines, which was introduced to 

the Automotive course this year to add more practical          

elements.  

Students are required to rebuild two different small engines, 

carry out various checks, measurements and adjustments 

along the way. To facilitate this, the school purchased six new 

Honda OHV engines which students are not only enjoying 

rebuilding, but reflect what is currently being used on farms 

and in industry. They have also been making the most of the 

autos workshop facilities servicing, repairing and                      

accessorizing their cars and 4WD vehicles.     

  



TRADES - Allan Dewing (Continued) 

  

 



SCHOOLS SYSTEMS SUPPORT OFFICER - Jill Norwell 

   
 
 STUDENT ACCOUNTS  

An adjustment will be made to 

Boarding Fees due to the COVID-19 

closure of residential boarding  

facilities.  If you are up to date with 

your payments the adjustment will 

appear as unallocated credit on 

your next statement and will be 

used to offset fees and charges unless we receive a written 

request for a refund.  Please note, if your account is already 

in credit the adjustment amount will show as an increase to 

the original credit. 

Statements have been posted home. 

Please contact Jill Norwell if you have any concerns. 

SECONDARY ASSISITANCE SCHEME - Extension and eligibility 

change due to COVID-19 

The Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS) is to assist                    

low-income families with secondary schooling costs for           

students in Years 7 to 12. 

It is made up of two allowances: 

 the Education Program Allowance (EPA) – paid directly to  

the school 

 the Clothing Allowance (CLA) – paid to the applicant or 

the school. 

Extension and eligibility change due to COVID-19 

Due to COVID-19: 

 we have extended the closing date to 3 July 2020 (end 

of Term 2) 

 concession cards can be valid during Terms 1 or 2. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for the scheme, the parent/guardian(s) must 

hold at least one of the following: 

 Centrelink Health Care Card 

 Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card 

 Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card (blue) card. 

 

 

 

 

The concession card must: 

 be valid for at least four weeks 

 be valid some time during Term 1 or Term 2 (3 February 

2020 to 3 July 2020) 

 have students listed on them. 

Students must be: 

 enrolled in a Western Australian public school in Years 7   

to 12. 

Note: 

 Students are not eligible if they are born in the year 2001 

or before. 

 If a Year 11 or 12 student is not listed on the parent/

guardian concession card, both the parent/guardian and 

student must produce their cards. 

A grandparent must: 

 be the primary caregiver of the child/children 

 be the recognised guardian 

 have the student listed on their concession card. 

Independent students must: 

 attach a letter of confirmation or statement from           

Centrelink (which specifically has the word ‘independent’ 

stated) to the application 

 hold a concession card that is valid for at least four 

weeks, and the validity covers any time in Term 1 or Term 

2 (3 February 2020 to 3 July 2020). 

A copy of the application forms for Secondary Assistance 

Scheme and Abstudy Supplement Allowance are attached to 

this Chronicle.  

If you are now eligible and have not previously submitted an 

application please complete the application form and email it 

to jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au along with a copy of the 

relevant card (ie Centrelink Health Care Card, Centrelink           

Pensioner Concession Card or Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner 

Concession Card (blue) card). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au


CLASS TEACHER - Janette Wells 

  Krafty Crafters 

The Krafty Crafters are hitting town 

to help you learn how to knit,          

crochet, and lots more. All you 

need is enthusiasm, a willingness to 

learn and the rest just grows. We 

will start with small things and grow 

to bigger things.  

The Krafty Crafters also produce work for the Animal Welfare 

groups by making blankets for sick and injured animals and 

knitting or crocheting booties, jackets and bonnets for       

premature babies or we can help you make something for 

yourself. 

Your team leaders will be; 

Miss Corsini - Crocheting 

Mrs Dartnell - Knitting 

Miss Wells - Knitting, Crocheting, (next term splicing of ropes) 

Miss McDonald - Macramé  

We welcome anyone else interested in joining the team for 

social time and sharing your skills with anyone interested in 

learning.  

We would like to hear from anyone who is interested in        

learning- yes guys, you are welcome to join us. Interesting 

fact; ALL school students had to knit for the war efforts in the 

last World War, that included the boys learning to knit socks 

and beanies.  

Depending on interests and demand, we may need to call for 

wool and needles so please stay posted. Please email           

Miss Corsini or Miss Wells your expressions of interest. 

Which day suits you best Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs or Friday? 

What time would you like to access your coaches?  

 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone 

Well the closed weekend is already 

here; the term seems to be going 

by very quickly.  

Staff and students had a great 

weekend with our regular town 

run in to Narrogin to get supplies, a night of bingo and motor 

bike riding.  

Over the week the students have been playing Dodge ball up 

at the gym, enjoying a few hands of cards and our Chaplain 

has been organising dorm get togethers with some team 

building. So over all a very busy week. 

Students have settled a little more this week and seem to be 

coming to terms with the new way of life in residence. We 

understand that things are very stressful for everyone at the 

moment and some of our students are struggling with all that 

is going on in the world. If you are noticing your child            

struggling or things don’t seem to be going ok for them do 

not hesitate to contact us and we help with support in any 

way we can. 

Have a great weekend stay safe and we will see you all back 

on Monday after 3pm. 

Thank you   

Heather  

 

 



  

CHAPLAIN - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

The 10 day Gratitude Challenge 

Starts Monday 1 June 

Last week we wrote about the              

Gratitude Challenge and here it is. 

The challenge starts on Monday 1 June 

and finishes Friday 12 June. 

It runs Monday to Friday (including the 

Monday holiday) and Monday to Friday the following week – 

excludes the weekend. 

Each day email me something that you are grateful for, one 

thing a day to: 

Sandra.blakiston@education.wa.edu.au  

It is good to be thinking of something, or noticing good things, 

so you can think, “That’s something I am grateful for. I will 

send that to Mrs B tomorrow.” 

Each day one of the names will be drawn out of those who 

have taken part. Parents and former students are welcome to 

participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prizes include:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember Gratitude is an attitude we can choose. 

Notice the good things in your lives, they are there, look for 

them each day. Develop an attitude of gratitude. When we do 

it makes us feel better, and it becomes a good habit.  

 

 

mailto:Sandra.blakiston@education.wa.edu.au


OUT & ABOUT 

  

 

 

 

 

 



OUT & ABOUT  

  

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL NURSE - Kate Furphy 

  
 

Influenza, or the ‘flu’ is caused by an 
influenza virus. It is spread through the 
air when someone coughs, sneezes or 
talks. It is also spread by touching 
something that has the virus on it and 
then touching your nose, eyes or 

mouth. Common symptoms include sore throat, cough, fever, 
headache, chills, tiredness and muscle aches. 

People with the flu should rest and drink plenty of fluid. Use 
Paracetamol in recommended doses if necessary - but do not 
give children any medication containing aspirin. 

 Be sure to keep your child home from school while he or she 
is sick. If you require school work for your child contact the 
school to prepare some for you to collect. 

 The best way to prevent flu from spreading is by washing 
your hands regularly and after coughing, sneezing or blowing 
your nose. 

 Flu vaccines are available prior to winter starting. For more 
information, contact your GP or local Immunisation Clinic. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why should I consider having my child vaccinated against 
the flu? 

The National Health and Medical Research Council, Australia's 
peak body for health advice, recommends annual vaccination 
for anyone six months of age or older who wants to reduce 
their chances of becoming ill with the flu.  
 
Annual flu vaccination is strongly recommended for anyone 
six months of age or older with a medical condition that        
places them at higher risk of severe illness from flu. Children 
and adults with heart, lung or kidney disease or a weakened 
immune system, are eligible for free flu vaccine through the 
National Immunisation Program.  
 
Children without underlying medical conditions who become 
infected with flu can also develop serious illnesses. Flu can 
cause high fever and pneumonia, and make existing medical 
conditions worse. Flu can also cause convulsions and                   
diarrhoea in children.  
 
Influenza viruses are always changing. Each year scientists try 
to match the strains of influenza viruses in the vaccine to 
those most likely to cause flu illnesses that year. It takes up to 
two weeks for protection to develop after vaccination against 
flu and protection lasts about a year.  
 
The seasonal flu vaccine is available at your local GP or local 
Pharmacy and is provided free for certain groups. Flu vaccines 
are available prior to winter starting.  More information is 
available at -  healthywa.wa.gov.au/immunisation or contact 
your GP or Immunisation Clinic. 

INFLUENZA  

YEAR 10 MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY SCHOOL BASED IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 2020 

Information is attached to this Chronicle regarding this program.  

The immunisation will take place in Term 3 with the date yet to be determined. 

The forms have been given to all Year 10 students at the College.  

Please complete and return the forms  

(even if you are not consenting to the immunisation)         

to the College ASAP. 

http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/immunisation


GENERAL INFORMATION 

   

 Message from P & C 

OPEN DAY  -  Friday 18 September 2020 

The P & C have a stand at the College Open Day and as such 

ask for new ideas for fundraising /  displays / activities            

to be held on the day. 

Please contact Liz on 0438 328 053 or                                  

Simone on 0429 875 062 with your suggestions. 

 

Can you see yourself working in a school? 
Need help to find work in the coronavirus craziness?  

Schools and other organisations are regularly hiring people for the following roles: 
Gardener, cleaner, administration, management, canteen, education assistants and many other roles. 

Starting in July 2020, North Metropolitan TAFE are running a one-semester course on the skills required to be a successful  
candidate for employment in a school or elsewhere.  The course aids in preparation for entry into gardening, cleaning,              
administration, management, canteen and education assistant work. 
We have had huge success supporting people to find work and the chances of gaining employment are strong.   This course is 
suitable for existing gardeners, cleaners, administrators etc., and people looking to change career or people looking for a            
return to work. 
The course includes: 

 Training in skills specific to the role you are interested in e.g. IT skills 

 Work experience in a school or other organisation 

 Help and support to find work 

 Help accessing further training as required e.g. Certificate III in Education Support 

 Development of your job application cover letter, resume and help with selection criteria. 
Entry requirements: 

 18+ 

 Strong work ethic 

 Good oral and written communication 

 Must be able to read procedures, safety sheets and chemical bottles 

 Must be able to send and receive emails 

 Successful completion of an entry interview 

 Working With Children Check and a Department of Education Clearance. 
Course details: 

 Dates - Starts Tue 21st of Jul and finishes Fri 11th of Dec 2020 (20 weeks) 

 Days - 3 days per week, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:15 until 2:45 

 Cost - Approximately $170 (subject to change) total course fee for full 20 weeks 

 Location - North Metro TAFE Leederville and on work experience 

    Qualification - GATE (Gaining Access to Training and Employment) Certificate I. 

If you would be interested in this course then please email: Chris Hodson  chris.hodson@nmtafe.wa.edu.au 
 
Disclaimer: North Metropolitan TAFE does not guarantee work after completing this course.  This course supports you to find 
work.  The course is run by North Metropolitan TAFE (RTO code: 52786) and is not endorsed by any authority or government 
department. 

mailto:chris.hodson@nmtafe.wa.edu.au


GENERAL INFORMATION 

  Baby and year one photos for Graduation & Yearbook 2020 
To make Graduation a more memorable experience we are asking all of the parents / guardians  

of the Year 12 students to loan us two photos of your son or daughter.  

1.  Baby Photo (preferably in clothing) 

2. First day at school photo or a photo taken around their first year at school. 

You can post them in or drop them off at the front office. Alternatively you can scan and email the photos to -         

wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au.  

You may collect the photos immediately after the Graduation Ceremony or we will send them back to you via registered mail.  

The earlier we get the photos the earlier we can get ready for Graduation. Thank you. 

ACADEMIC GROUP 
2020 July School Holiday (Week 1 & 2) 

Enrolments are now open 

ATAR Revision Program for Year 11 & 12 

Premium revision courses that will help you maximise your grades and strive for the elite A and A+ scores. 

Available Online or In-Class (Subject to Government COVID-19 Restrictions) 

 WA’s top ATAR teachers 

 Receive interactive teaching from subject specialists 

 In-depth teaching and revision of the syllabus  

 Practise exam preparation & strategies 

 Receive top study tips and strategies 

 Increase your confidence 

 Maximise your performance 

Skills Development Program for Year 7 - 10 

Our premium skills development courses will help your child’s learning skills in Maths, English and Essay writing. 

Available In-Class Only (Subject to Government COVID-19 Restrictions) 

 Learn from WA’s top teachers 

 Small group classes for individual attention 

 Targeted help to ensure you develop your skills 

 Learn time management and homework strategies 

 Learn how to structure and write essays 

 Foundation to Advanced Maths and English 

 Build your child’s confidence 
 

Contact: ACADEMIC TASK FORCE  |  Phone:   9314 9500  |  Email:   learn@academicgroup.com.au 
 

Website for Enrolment: www.academicgroup.com.au 

 

mailto:wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:learn@academicgroup.com.au%0b
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.academicgroup.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ce2459f017b024e18112708d8020316d9%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637261559645322459&sdata=zp6rA%2ByrHIc


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 2 

 1 June  Students return after 3pm  

 8, 10, 12 & 15 June  Year 12 ATAR exams 

 8, 11, 12 & 15 June  Year 11 ATAR exams  

 15, 17, 22 & 24 June  Year 12 General/Foundation Externally Set Tasks 

 18, 23 & 25 June   Year 11 General/Foundation Courses Final Assessment 

 16, 18, 19, 23, 25 & 26 June  Year 10 Semester 1 Exams 

 26 June  College Board meeting 12pm 

 3 July  END of TERM 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

ALL YEARS COLLEGE YEARBOOK  

The 2020 whole College Yearbook is currently being compiled. 

The book is $30 and this cost can be placed onto your account. 

If you would like to order one please place your order by Friday 28th August.  

An order form was attached to last week’s College Chronicle. 



Year 10 School-based immunisation 
program – information for parents

What is meningococcal disease?

Meningococcal disease is an uncommon, but 
sometimes life-threatening illness. The disease is a 
result of a bacterial infection of the blood and/or the 
membranes that line the spinal cord and brain.

Although treatable with antibiotics, the infection can 
progress very rapidly, so it is important that anyone 
experiencing symptoms of meningococcal disease 
seeks medical attention promptly.

At any one time, approximately 10 per cent of healthy 
people carry meningococcal bacteria harmlessly in 
their nose or throat, and do not become ill. 

How is meningococcal disease spread?

Meningococcal bacteria are spread by respiratory 
secretions (coughing, sneezing or kissing). The 
bacteria do not survive more than a few seconds in 
the environment.

The disease is most likely to be spread only to very 
close contacts, such as people who live in the same 
household, sexual contacts and children attending the 
same day care for more than four continuous hours.

Why does WA Health offer a vaccination 
program for Year 10 students?

Meningococcal disease can affect any age group. 
However, some of the highest rates of meningococcal 
carriage and illness occur among adolescents and 
this age group can transmit bacteria to people who 
are at an increased risk of infection, including  
young children.

It is anticipated that immunising Year 10 students will 
reduce transmission of the bacteria to others and help 
prevent infections within the larger community.

Which vaccine will be used and 
how effective is it?

Meningococcal ACWY vaccine will be used. This 
vaccine protects against four serogroups of 
meningococcal bacteria: A, C, W and Y. The vaccine 
brand Nimenrix® will be used in this school-based 
program.

These vaccines are safe and effective. Meningococcal 
ACWY vaccination programs have been implemented 
in adolescents aged 13–15 years in the UK since 2015 
and adolescents aged 11–12 in the US since 2005 
with no significant concerns reported. The vaccine 
is routinely offered as a single dose. Further doses 
are recommended for those at increased risk of this 
disease and those travelling where this disease is 
common. Studies have shown that the effectiveness 
of the meningococcal ACWY vaccines are between 
80–85 per cent in adolescents.

healthywa.wa.gov.au
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Who should not get this vaccine?

Tell the person giving the vaccine if:

 * you have any severe, life-threatening allergies. 

If you have had a life-threatening allergic reaction 
after a previous dose of a meningococcal ACWY 
vaccine, or if you have a severe allergy to any part 
of this vaccine, you should not get this vaccine. 
Your provider can tell you about the vaccine’s 
ingredients.

 * you are pregnant or breastfeeding.

Meningococcal vaccines are not routinely 
recommended for pregnant or breastfeeding 
women but can be given where clinically indicated. 
Please discuss further with your GP if you could be 
pregnant or are breastfeeding.

What are the vaccine side effects?

With any medicine, including vaccines, there is a 
chance of common adverse reactions. These are 
usually mild and go away by themselves. Serious 
reactions are also possible, but are rare. There is a 
very remote chance of a vaccine causing a serious 
injury or death. You cannot get meningococcal 
infection from the vaccine.

Common adverse events include pain, redness 
and swelling at the injection site, fever, irritability, 
drowsiness, decreased appetite, headaches, rash  
and nausea. However, serious general adverse  
events are rare.

The safety of vaccines is always being monitored. 
For more information, visit: www.tga.gov.au or  
www.immunise.health.gov.au

What if there is a serious reaction – 
what should I look for?

Look for anything that concerns you, such as signs of 
a severe allergic reaction, very high fever, or unusual 
behaviour. Signs of a severe allergic reaction can 
include hives, swelling of the face and throat, difficulty 
breathing, a fast heartbeat, dizziness, and weakness – 
usually within a few minutes to a few hours after the 
vaccination. For any severe reaction, call an ambulance 
or go to your closest emergency department.

What should I do?

Paracetamol can help reduce mild fever or pain and a 
cool damp cloth can also reduce pain at the injection 
site. Please seek medical advice or go to the local 
emergency department if you have any reaction you 
think is serious or unexpected.

Or call healthdirect Australia on 1800 022 222. 

All immunisation providers in WA are required by law 
to report an adverse reaction following immunisation. 
Parents can also report concerns about any serious 
reactions after immunisation. Learn more at 
healthywa.wa.gov.au/WAVSS or call 6456 0208.

Further information

If you have any queries about meningococcal 
vaccinations, contact healthdirect Australia on  
1800 022 222 or your local provider using the 
contact details provided on the back of the envelope 
containing your consent paperwork.

http://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/WAVSS





