
 

FRIDAY 15th MAY 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear families and friends 

I am pleased to inform you of some 

changes to the way we operate        

following the review of education in 

Western Australia this week. These 

changes were announced by                

Education Minister, Sue Ellery, on Thursday and summarised 

below along with our College response. The changes are 

based on current health advice that state schools remain safe 

for staff and students and should remain open.  We want to 

make sure our students get the best education possible, 

which is why attending school is so important.   

From Monday May 18, it is compulsory that all students 

attend school unless they have a certified medical referral to 

learn from home.  

 Staff will cease delivering an on-line learning program 

and all classes will be face to face as per our timetable 

from Monday 18 May. 

 If a student is absent from school and does not have a 

certified medical reason, they will be marked as absent 

and will not be provided an off-site learning program. 

 

All students (year 10, 11 and 12) are able to return to           

residence.  

 We will open our residence to all students from 3pm 

Sunday 17 May to enable a start to normal school 

timetable on Monday. 

 

Boarding students will be able to return home for weekends 

with the approval of the Principal. The intent is to reduce the 

number of occasions students leave the College site and        

interact with adults in order to reduce the chances of bringing 

any infection back to the residence.  

 I will only approve weekend leave to return to a      

student’s family home. However, if the student’s             

family home is too far away I will approve leave to 

another nominated family home.  

 I am not prepared to have multiple nominated families 

for a student because it increases the risk of              

contamination.   

 I expect parents and host families to manage student 

movements over the weekend to ensure physical             

distancing and correct hygiene.  

 Weekend leave booking arrangements must be          

completed by Wednesdays.  

Boarding students may leave the residence during the week 

and weekends for appointments and to meet up with family 

members for catch-up visits out of the immediate residential 

area. Residential staff will still transport students to                

appointments as usual. 

Boarding students are unable to leave the College during the 

week for part-time work. Again this is a strategy to reduce the 

interactions with adults and so reduce the risk of bringing an 

infection back to the College. 

A review of boarding facility procedures will be undertaken in 

week 7. 

We have a number of hygiene and physical distancing 

measures in place that will continue including: 

 Additional cleaning and hygiene measures during the 

school day and residence on weekends and evenings. 

 Split sittings for meals will be re-introduced to reduce 

numbers in the dining room.  

 Food served by staff. Tables sent up one at a time and 

students need to physically distance. Sanitise on way 

into dining room. 

 Sanitisers in each student bedroom plus classrooms, 

ablutions and communal areas. 

 Staff and students who are sick are required to stay 

home until well. 

 Visitors not able to enter school premises unless for 

specific purposes at the front office. Visitors and non-

boarders are not permitted in the residential areas. 

 Contact sports and activities are not permitted.  

 

Given that we will have our full complement of students back 

in residence and at the College it is imperative that everyone 

maintains the standards of hygiene and social distancing and 

plays their part in keeping themselves and others safe. Should 

students deliberately breach any protocols designed to          

maintain safety, they will be disciplined and possibly lose 

their residential status for a period of time. 

We recommend students have the COVID Safe app on their 

phones to assist with tracking interactions. 

We recommend students have their flu vaccination. 

  



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt (Continued) 

   
 
 I thank you all for your continued patience and support for 

the College and look forward to returning to a relatively           

normal operation. 

As always, please feel free to contact me at the College if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Please note: a new revised Boarding Agreement has been 

emailed to all boarding parents. We expect that if your child 

returns to the residence the agreement is signed off and 

that parents support our efforts to keep all students and 

staff safe. 

As Western Australia opens back to normal operations it is 

important that all of us respect the need to continue to         

adhere to personal hygiene, physical distancing and any limits 

on travel and gatherings so that we do not see a resurgence 

of COVID-19 cases, or worse, a case at the College. We can all 

play a part in this. 

 

New truck 

This week our new dual cab tipper truck was delivered in  

perfect timing for seeding operations. We were allocated 

funding from the Machinery Trust Fund which, combined 

with school funds, enabled the purchase of this fantastic new 

resource worth around $170,000. The next step is to have a 

custom built stock crate constructed. We are often asked why 

it takes so long for large purchases of infrastructure or         

machinery to be made. As a government organization we are 

obliged to seek best value for tax payer monies and there is a 

lengthy tender process involved. Unfortunately, unlike a         

private organization, we cannot simply go out and directly 

purchase new machinery of a brand we prefer. An added 

complication for us when building sheds and other                

infrastructure is the need for a building permit which extends 

the planning process.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt (Continued) 

  
 
 New uniform jacket 

A new uniform jacket has been planned and designed which 

will freshen the look and more importantly be made of    

warmer materials for our typically cold winters here in          

Narrogin. Unfortunately these will not be ready for some time 

and Sportspower is out of stock of the old version. Students 

without a sports jacket will be able to wear their navy blue 

farm/trades jacket to class. When the new jacket is available, 

students will still be able to wear their existing jacket but I 

imagine many will buy the new jacket because it will look 

better and be warmer. 

Term planner changes 

We have had to make some adjustment to our term planners 

in response to the school and residence closures and these 

are published on our website. The main changes are: 

 Create a school planning day on 28 August to replace 

the day at the start of this term which was co-opted 

for planning on-line and face to face learning. This will 

create a closed weekend around the middle of term 3. 

 Shifting all semester one exams and final assessments 

back one week. 

 Shift Year 12 Work Place Learning to week 7 of term 3. 

Noongar six seasons 

According to Noongar culture, we are now in Djeran season 

which is around April / May. 

Djeran season sees a break in the really hot weather. A key 

indicator of the change of season is the cool nights that bring 

a dewy presence in the early mornings. 

The winds will also change, especially in their intensity, with 

light breezes generally swinging from southerly                   

directions.  Many flying ants can be seen cruising around in 

the light winds. 

Djeran is a time of red flowers, especially from the red            

flowering gum (Corymbia ficifolia), as well as the smaller and 

more petite flowers of the summer flame (Beaufortia                 

aestiva). 

As you travel around the Perth area, you may also notice the 

red 'rust' and seed cones forming on the male and female   

she-oaks (Allocasuarina fraseriana). 

Banksias start to display their flowers, ensuring that there are 

nectar food sources for the many small mammals and birds 

that rely upon them. 

Traditionally, foods at this time of year included the zamia 

seeds that had been collected and stored for treatment         

during the previous season. 

The root bulbs of the yanget (Bullrushes),fresh water fish, 

frogs and turtles were also common foods. 

As the season progresses, the nights will become cooler and 

damp. The onset of cool and rainy days meant that traditional 

mia mias (houses or shelters) were repaired and updated to 

make sure they were waterproofed and facing in the right 

direction in readiness for the deep wintery months to come. 

(Reference ECU Aboriginal Cultural Ambassador Initiative) 

 

 

 



  Return to School Learning 

With classes resuming at the           

College this coming Monday, we 

will be reviewing the timelines for 

exams, reporting and other events. 

As decisions are made, we will            

inform the College community 

through the Chronicle and on the website. 

Student Services 

As students and families try to settle into the ‘new normal’ 

again, there may be circumstances where students/parents/

families may find it difficult to settle down into the College 

routine. I would like to remind you all that our Chaplain (Mrs 

B), School Psychologist (Madeleine Fimmano) and School 

Nurse (Kate Furphy) are available to assist. Also, each week 

the Student Services Team meet to identify and discuss     

students at risk as one of its tasks. The team is made up of the 

Chaplain,  Psychologist, Christo Argaet (Program Coordinator 

– Student Engagement), Stephen Watt, Tania Vogel, Heather 

Rae and myself. If you have concerns about how students are              

travelling, please get in contact with one of the Student             

Services Team to discuss your concerns.  

On behalf of the staff here at the College, I would like to offer 

our thanks and gratitude for the way students and parents 

have embraced the Online Learning program, the positive 

feedback and helpful suggestions to make the experience 

enjoyable (as much as school work can be). 

I also would like to welcome back all of our students and look 

forward to getting our programs back into full operation. If 

you have concerns about student progress, please contact 

the various Heads of Departments to discuss concerns and 

options. 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

 

HOW TO APPLY FOR SCHOOL BUS SERVICES 

 

 

 

Parents must apply to School Bus Services for their son/daughter to travel in and out to the Narrogin        
Agricultural College each school day. (Day students would have done this at the beginning of the year so 
this mainly applies to Residential students who are now using the bus service) 

To apply for Student Transport Assistance follow the steps below: 

Go to  www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au 

1. Click on the ‘Parents’ section 

2. Select the ‘How to Apply’ section. 

The distance to be travelled for the application is 9.8kms. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7C775a65f16ddb409743b408d7f7b3e0f4%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637250224248629612&sdata=xl64qFjsTcxX4a3


PROGRAM COORDINATOR - STUDENT ENGAGEMENT - Christo Argaet 

  
 
 The year 12 ATAR teachers would like 

to take some time to commend the 

hard work, maturity and leadership 

of our year 12 ATAR students. 

Despite an unprecedented global 

crisis with COVID-19, the year 12s 

have continued to maintain the high standard of work that 

we know them for. During the time between the Residential 

shut down and this week of term 2, they have maintained a 

class attendance of over 95% by engaging with online            

learning and attending the College where possible. 

To help the students cope with this difficult time, midyear 

ATAR examinations for the year 12s have been moved to 

week 7 and week 8 of this term. Our annual post-exam      

afternoon tea will take place on Wednesday of week 8. 

We would also like to thank the parents of these students 

who helped engage, motivate and reassure students when 

the work load became difficult.  

Although no one enjoys times like these, we are grateful this 

has happened at a time when we have such a great group of 

young adults to rise to the challenge. 

 



TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

  Year 12 Trades 

It was an awesome week in Year 12 

Trades with the majority of the Year 

12 cohort returning.  

The Trades Centre was again a hive 

of activity this week with workshops 

in full swing. Students took well to 

our new program consisting of one period online theory, 

workbooks and assessment (with those still online at home), 

and three periods practical in the workshops. 

The Year 12 students made good use of their time in the 

workshops to catch up for some lost time at home.  

“There is nothing like a deadline to sharpen the focus.”           

Anonymous 

With various student projects on the go in both Furniture 

Making and Engineering courses, students will have to now 

work hard and remain focused to have projects completed in 

time for the annual College Open Day on 18th September. 

  



TRADES - Mitchell Wray (Continued) 

  

 



TRADES - Mitchell Wray (Continued) 

  Year 11 Materials, Design & Technology 

Year 11 Materials, Design and Technology students who 

attended the College this week completed the same online 

worksheets (externally set task preparations) to those still 

tuned in from home online. However, the students attending 

the College commenced their long anticipated construction of 

their recycled birdhouses.  

The majority of students elected to construct the main frame 

out of recycled ply (from the old residential beds), which will 

then be clad with a recycled material of their choice. We look 

forward to seeing the progress of the different birdhouse 

designs in the coming weeks. 

A reminder that the Materials, Design and Technology classes 

will run as follows: 

Year 11 Material, Design and Technology  

 Tuesday – Theory (2 periods) 

 Thursday – Practical (2 Periods) 

Year 12 Material, Design and Technology  

 Monday – Practical (2 Periods) 

 Wednesday – Theory (2 periods) 

 
Byron Painter’s design Jack Jenks’s design 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone  

How exciting it is to be finally 

getting back to a little bit of          

normality. We are looking forward 

to seeing students return to      

boarding. If you are unable to print 

off the Residential Agreement there 

will be some available at the duty room.  

Over the weekend students enjoyed some time around the 

fire pit cooking s’mores and just chilling out. Some students 

spent time out with their horses and a small group took a 

drive to Yilliminning Rock. Sounds like it was a great weekend 

for all those who were in. 

On Thursday night the students on site enjoyed a quiz night. 

Staff and students both had a lot of laughs and fun. I hear 

that the students even tricked Mr Haydock into giving them 

one of the answers. 

 Our winners coming in equal first were  - 

EBs      Dessies 

Tealah Hawke    Harry Brown 

Grace Cook      Lockie Bradshaw 

Shenae Harradine    James Cronin 

Mackenzie Palmer 

 

A great night had by all. 

Have a great weekend. 

Heather 

 



IN RESIDENCE 

  

 



OUT AND ABOUT ON FARM 

  

 



  

KEYS4LIFE PROGRAM - Kylie Dowling 

Year 10 Parents  

Your son/daughter will be                       

participating in the Keys4Life             

Pre-Driver Education program this 

year school during Health and PE on 

Fridays with myself.  

Keys4Life is a School Drug Education 

and Road Aware (SDERA) initiative 

which is linked to the WA Health and PE Education Curriculum 

Syllabus, WA Licensing System and WA Certificate of               

Education. Students are involved in activities that promote 

safe driving and positive attitudes.  Above all, Keys4Life aims 

to build a culture of respect and responsibility and an                

appreciation that driving is a privilege, not a right.   

We have already started the course online and students 

should have downloaded the writable PDFs from the SDERA 

website as per the instructions on Connect.  The program 

consists of 10 lessons with the provision of all resources at no 

cost.  When completed the students will be given the           

opportunity to undertake the legitimate Learner’s Permit 

Theory Test at school, culminating in licensing benefits that 

are recognised by all Department of Transport Driver and 

Vehicle Services Centres throughout WA.     

Due to the fact the majority of year 10’s have not been          

present face to face, the 10 lessons required will take place 

when they return over the next two terms.  Attendance to 

these must be a minimum of 80% to be enable them to sit the 

test and they must have completed all 10 Tasks in their 

‘Behind the Wheel’ journal.    

As driving instruction is primarily a parent responsibility we 

ask that you read the information for parents on the SDERA 

website   

https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/programs/keys4life/keys4life-

parents/ 

 

EDUCATION ASSISTANT - Tania Vogel 

To all students 

We are all looking forward to having 

you return to the College and it will 

be wonderful to catch up with you 

all.  When you return to the College 

please make sure you come back 

with all the hard copy resources 

that you have been supplied with.  

For Year 10 this includes the novel Tomorrow When the War 

Began and your CARS and STARS Folder. 

To all students that have had internet problems and have 

completed work on paper, please make sure your                 

assignments that you have completed come back with you. 

If you have fallen behind in completing your assignments, 

please come and see myself, Mrs Whyte or any of your    

teachers about how we can assist you in catching up. 

See you all next week. 

Mrs Vogel 

Education Assistant 

 

https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/programs/keys4life/keys4life-parents/
https://www.sdera.wa.edu.au/programs/keys4life/keys4life-parents/


The Keys4Life Program is a Road Trauma Trust Account funded project approved by the Minister for Road Safety and supported by the Road Safety Commission.

School Drug Education and Road Aware (SDERA.wa.edu.au) 
  © 2019 Department of Education Western Australia

FAMILY INFORMATION SHEET

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF BEFORE SUPERVISING A LEARNER DRIVER

Driving habits
 Are you demonstrating safe driving habits for  

your learner?
 Do you show other drivers courtesy and tolerance?

Road rules
 Do you know the road rules?
 Do you follow the road rules?

Work together
 Will you be able to plan driving lessons in  

different conditions for your learner eg during  
the day and night, in fine weather and in the wet,  
at busy and quiet times on the road?

 Will you be able to give your learner driver the  
time they need to practice driving?

Learner’s Permit 
 Do you know that your learner must have a  

Learner’s Permit before they can drive a car and  
carry this permit with them at all times when  
behind the wheel?

Insurance
 Does your insurance policy include cover for  

a learner driver?

Safe car
 Is the car you are using safe and roadworthy?
 Are the brakes and tyres in good condition?

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF BEFORE SUPERVISING A LEARNER DRIVER

Driving habits
 Are you demonstrating safe driving habits for  

your learner?
 Do you show other drivers courtesy and tolerance?

Road rules
 Do you know the road rules?
 Do you follow the road rules?

Work together
 Will you be able to plan driving lessons in  

different conditions for your learner eg during  
the day and night, in fine weather and in the wet,  
at busy and quiet times on the road?

 Will you be able to give your learner driver the  
time they need to practise driving?

Learner’s Permit 
 Do you know that your learner must have a  

Learner’s Permit before they can drive a car and  
carry this permit with them at all times when  
behind the wheel?

Insurance
 Does your insurance policy include cover for  

a learner driver?

Safe car
 Is the car you are using safe and roadworthy?
 Are the brakes and tyres in good condition?

SUPERVISOR REQUIREMENTS

If you are teaching someone how to drive, you must:
 hold a current and valid driver’s licence (for the class of vehicle in which you are teaching someone how to drive) 

for at least four years and carry it with you*
 sit in the front passenger seat 
 ensure the vehicle you are supervising in is licenced, roadworthy and has L plates displayed at all times  

(front and back)
 be aware of the rules for learner drivers (includes L and P platers)
 stay alert; stay off your mobile phone
 not have a blood alcohol content of, or above, 0.05 or be drinking a beverage containing alcohol when 

supervising. If you are subject to a zero BAC limit when driving, you will also be subject to a zero BAC when 
supervising a learner driver.

It also helps if you are:
 a safe and competent driver as your teenager will be watching you drive
 able to communicate information and instructions clearly.

Your teenager is keen to start driving. Here are some things you need to consider.

FAMILY INFORMATION SHEET

Before you start

Supervising a learner driver is  
a challenging experience. It can  
also be very rewarding. You’ll help  
a young person develop the skills 
and attitude they need to become  
a safer driver. 

Supervising a learner driver is  
a challenging experience. It can 
also be very rewarding. You’ll help 
a young person develop the skills 
and attitude they need to become 
a safer driver. 

Check out Drive Safe on the Department of 
Transport’s website. It has information about 
road rules and how to stay safe on WA roads.
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au

Check out Drive Safe on the Department of 
Transport’s website. It has information about 
road rules and how to stay safe on WA roads.
https://www.transport.wa.gov.au

*If you have a ‘C’ class licence with an ‘A’ condition (automatic vehicle) you cannot supervise a learner driver in a manual vehicle.
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CHAPLAIN - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

  

 

THE BLACK DOT 

One day a professor entered the classroom and asked his 

students to prepare for a surprise test. They waited anxiously 

at their desks for the test to begin. The professor handed out 

the question paper with the text facing down as usual. He 

told the students to turn the page and begin. 

To everyone’s surprise, there were no questions - just a black 

dot in the centre of the page. The professor said, “I want you 

to write about what you see there.” The students confused, 

got started on the task. 

At the end of the class, the professor took all the answer   

papers and started reading each one of them aloud in front of 

the students. All of them wrote about the black dot. After 

reading them all, the professor began to explain: 

“I’m not going to grade on you this, I just wanted to give you 

something to think about. No one wrote about the white part 

of the paper. You all focused on the black dot, and the same 

thing happens in our lives. 

We have a white page to observe and enjoy, but we focus on 

the black dots. Our life is a gift, and we always have reasons 

to celebrate – nature renewing itself every day, our friends 

around us, the good things in our lives. There is so much 

more ‘white’ in our lives, but do we see it? 

 

 

Instead we focus on the black dots – the health issues that 

bother us, the lack of money, the complicated relationship 

with a family member, the disappointment with a friend etc. 

The black dots are very small compared to everything we 

have in our lives, but they are the ones that can pollute our 

minds. 

 

Take your eyes away from the black dots in your life. Enjoy 

the good things each moment that life gives you.” 

Develop an attitude of gratitude. 

 

'Students - watch this space for the 'Gratitude Challenge'; 

prizes to be won.'  
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216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 
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College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 2 

 3, 5, 8 & 10 June  Year 12 ATAR exams 

 12, 15, 18 & 19 June  Year 11 ATAR exams  

 23, 25, 26, 30 June & 2 July  Year 10 & 11 General - Final Assessment 

 26 June  College Board meeting 12pm 

 3 July  END of TERM 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 


