
 

FRIDAY 1st MAY 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear college community, 

Further to recent communications 

from the College and in the media, 

the College remains open for                

students to attend on a day basis 

where they will follow the                   

timetable as published on our              

website.  

Our online learning systems have been reviewed and           

modified on the basis of feedback from last term and all 

changes are published on our website. 

The key points of difference are a single notification to             

parents and students on the work required for the following 

day, and a single attendance check-in for all students at the 

start of each day. 

Our various strategies to maintain contact and support           

student  learning and well-being will continue as planned and 

communicated last term. 

The residence remains closed at this stage but plans are being 

made for a staged reopening provided we can ensure that 

students and staff are safe.  

We are continuing to restrict visitors to the site other than 

those deemed necessary and using alternate mechanisms 

such as video conferencing to conduct meetings. 

Thankyou for your ongoing support and patience as we all 

adapt to a new way of operating. 

Boarding Fees 

A number of parents have asked about boarding fees whilst 

the residence is closed. I am now able to inform you that  

adjustments will be made to boarding fees and families will 

not be billed for the period of time the residence is closed. 

Once the residence is opened we will make adjustments to 

accounts on a  pro rata basis. I thank you for your patience in 

this. 

 

  

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

Year 12 ATAR Exams 

With the majority of students still 

following an online learning          

program away from the College, we 

are unable to have students               

complete exams at home. As a    

consequence, we have pushed the 

Year 12 ATAR exams back one week to commence on Friday 

29th May. This will be dependent on the return date for           

students being able to return to the residence and we will 

inform students and parents if we need to change when        

exams will happen. 

Lesson Summary Emails and Check In WebEx Sessions 

This week we introduced a Lesson Summary Sheet for each 

day’s subject work which was compiled onto one sheet           

thereby reducing the number of notices received each day. It 

was decided to directly email parents and students (rather 

than through Connect) this summary sheet each afternoon 

for the next day to allow time to plan the next day’s activities. 

At the start of every day there is a WebEx Check In for  all 

students. In the lesson summary sheet, there is  link for            

students to use to join the WebEx sessions. It is important for 

students to attend as it allows us to monitor attendance,  

determines that students understand what is required to be 

completed each day and enable staff to gauge student         

wellbeing. Can I please ask for your support to ensure all          

students attend those sessions. 

 

Farm Days For All Students 

As of Monday 4th May, the day length for students attending 

Farm at the College will be extended to 8:10am – 4pm (the 

normal day length). This will allow students to be more         

involved in activities that are currently happening on farm. 

Students learning from home will still continue to Check In via 

WebEx at 9am each day and finish their day at 3:20pm. 

College Bus Service 

We have had a number of inquiries from parents of day          

students and boarders who are temporarily residing in        

Narrogin, about the town bus service for students to attend 

the College each day. In discussion with Nicholls Coaches 

(who are contracted to provide the school bus service), they 

are not able to deviate from the 7:20am time slot which 

means students would be at the College 90 minutes before 

the start of the school day. 

To assist parents and students, the College will be providing a 

bus to pick up from and return students to town. The College 

bus will pick up students from the bus shelter outside the 

town Hostel at 8:15am and outside the Hospital (by the              

mailbox) at 8:30am and will return them after school (at            

approximately 3:45pm outside the Hospital and 4pm outside 

the Hostel). This service will continue until the residence              

reopens. 

 



FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson 

  
 
 BMX track: 

Over the holidays all the staff  

worked together to remove 

some older trees and trim up 

others to create an area at the 

rear of the dormitories adjacent 

to the new oval for a BMX 

track.  Thanks to Jagan, Mr McBurney, Ms Tucci and Ms 

McDonald. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cattle calving:  

Calving is nearly completed with one cow left to calve in the 

stud mob. We have had 103% calving in the commercial mob.  

Preparation for mating has commenced with the bulls and 

heifers being vaccinated. The AI program will commence next 

week. 

Preparation for lambing: 

Feeding of sheep continues with the addition of  25 g/h/d 

barley added to the 75 g/h/d oats, (the feeding rate will             

increase progressively for lambing and again at lactation). 

Twin scanned ewes will have lick feeders in their paddocks for 

2020 and singles will be trail fed. Lambing will commence on 

10th May. 

Stubble burning:  

The canola stubbles have all been raked and burned in             

preparation for seeding of oats for 2020. 

Cropping:  

To date no cropping has commenced and we will seed clover 

this week in our classroom paddock and hope for rain. 

Ideally we would like to get a germination first so we get a 

knock down applied to weeds prior to seeding. Our back up 

plan if we do not get rain in the next week or so is a possible 

dry seeding of oats into last year’s canola stubbles as these in 

theory will have a lower grass weed burden. If rain does not 

come within the next three weeks we will need to consider 

reduced planting of canola and swap to extra oats or barley 

planting. 

New machinery:  

We have purchased a second hand combine so that students 

will get double the opportunity to seed while they are at the 

College. It is a Forward Engineering 28 run combine with knife 

points and press wheels and will allow us to seed small      

paddocks which may not have been cropped in the past. 

We will also receive another header from the Esperance Farm 

Training Centre in the next few weeks. The 2144 Case header 

has low hours and will also give the College the flexibility to 

have two headers running which will allow more students 

training opportunity at harvest. 

 

 



FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson (Continued) 

  
 
 Spreading:  

Super Potash 3 in 1 is now being spread at the College and on 

average all pasture paddocks will get 150kg per ha. All        

cropping paddocks will get 60kg per ha as a top up                  

requirement for planned cropping fertiliser. 

Staffing:  

We will be having two new farm Staff members commencing 

over the next two weeks and we will put out a small article on 

each staff member in the week they arrive. 

Concreting:  

Over the break Mr Mark Batt did a mountain of work                

preparing  and laying areas for concreting. There is a new 

path in front of the old shearing shed, Mr Gill has a new silo 

pad for his pellet silo and there is a ramp up to the new           

garage at one of the houses. 



HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

  Welcome back to Term 2! 

This week started with a little          

uncertainty regarding how many   

students we would have face-to-face 

and how many students would be 

joining us online. A small number of 

students joined us through the week 

in person, which has been very nice to return to some           

normality, and also to have some noise about the workshops.  

For students who are attending the College in person the day 

runs as follows; students spend the first two (of four) periods 

completing the online theory (the same as set for those at 

home) and then the students spend the remaining two           

periods in the workshop completing practical components of 

the course. 

As stated in the final Chronicle of last term, I have had a           

similar question asked by numerous parents and students 

regarding the practical side of our courses and the online 

learning. The simple answer is to persist in completing all of 

the set theory work whilst operating online, including: 

 Online weekly worksheets (Connect), Yr. 10 Furniture 

Making, Engineering and Construction. 

 

 Paper copy of Automotive theory for Yr. 10’s. 

 Online theory books for Yr. 11’s in Furniture Making, 

Engineering and Construction.  

 Paper copy of Automotive theory for Yr. 11’s. 

 Written theory books for Yr. 12’s in Furniture Making, 

Engineering and Construction. 

 Paper copy of Automotive theory for Yr. 12’s. 

 Assessment items will be completed via the Connect 

platform, so please use the new streamlined process 

that the College has implemented in order to remain 

up to date.  

The expectation is that students remain focused and            

complete all set theory in order to purely focus on the              

practical components of the course when they return to            

normal schooling. If students are behind on their theory on 

returning to normal schooling, there may be the potential for 

issues to arise in course completion and time left. 

We look forward to seeing a few more students in the future 

and hopefully returning to some form of normality. 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any queries or 

concerns. 

 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone  

I hope you are all well and coping with all the changes in life. 

Residence is very quiet but busy with staff keeping everything looking good by tidying up around the 

residential area. 

Some staff are also helping out in other areas of the College and other staff will be making wellbeing 

calls over the next few weeks. 

Stay safe  

Heather 

 

Here are three of our staff members working hard out in our gardens. 



HEAD OF CLASS - Gayelle Quartermaine 

  The first week back has been very 

different. I have not had to                

confiscate a single phone, any           

students trying to have a chat with 

me to delay going to class, any      

behaviour slips or any gum under the 

desks – it’s so strange! 

 

It has however been great to see some students at school and 

make contact with everyone else through Connect and      

WebEx.  

The class teachers have been very impressed with the level of 

engagement from students at home, both this term and last. 

The students have been flexible, adaptable and                        

understanding of the dramatic changes to their education. 

They are using their initiative, improving their understanding 

of technology and learning to be experts at independent 

learning. Although this has been a disruptive time, I do           

believe that the students will gain some valuable skills from 

this experience. 

Around the classes there are lots of interesting topics being 

taught.  

In Plants, the Year 11 and 12 classes are doing investigations 

in Systems Ecology. The 12 ATAR are doing online                          

presentations on a nutrient on Monday.  

The 11 and 12 ATAR Animals classes are working on digestion 

and nutrition. In the Year 11 and 12 General Animals classes, 

they will be studying breeds. 

In Year 10 Agriculture, the class will be studying Cattle of the 

World in their next assessment. 

In Maths, Year 11 and 12 General classes are both completing 

tasks on Measurement.  

In English, the Year 10s have started studying Tomorrow 

When the War Began. Year 11 English are studying short          

stories, 11 ATAR are about to start short responses. Year 12 

ATAR are finishing The Great Gatsby while Year 12 General 

are doing EST preparation. 

Equine students are studying rider position and rider aids. 

 

 

If you have any questions about online learning or how your child is progressing,                                                                     

please contact Sarj Manez or myself.  



CHAPLAIN - Sandie Blakiston 

   
 
 The Worry Tree 

Schooling at the moment can be 

challenging, and with the global 

situation it is natural to be           

concerned. There are things we can 

control and things we cannot. The 

Worry Tree is a tool that can help us 

unravel what is bothering us, what we can do about it, and 

be able to feel in control of what we can manage. 

Often when we take the time to clarify the problem, a way 

to solve it will present itself.  

The first step is to stop and think ‘What exactly am I          

worrying about?’ 

Then think, ‘Can I do anything about it?’ If I can, decide 

what I can do and when. If it is a problem I can’t do anything 

about, then I need to let it go. Each time it returns to my 

mind I will consciously think, ‘I can’t do anything about that, 

I let it go,” and focus on something else. 

For example, if I am worried that I have an assignment due 

and it’s not finished, make a plan. What do I need to do, list 

the steps to get there, and when I am going to do each 

thing? Now instead of worrying about it I am making a plan 

of what to do and how to do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT - Connor Dawson  

   
 
  Congratulations Connor! 



 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 2 

 1 May  *P & C Meeting - Cancelled* 

 29 May, 3 & 5 June Year 12 ATAR exams 

 5, 8, 11 & 12 June Year 11 ATAR exams - TO BE CONFIRMED 

 26 June College Board meeting 12pm 
  

 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 
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Term 2, 2020   (as of 01/05/20)      

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Wk 1 

27 April 
ANZAC Day 
Holiday 

28 
Staff 
Development 
Day 
 
 

29 
Classes 
commence 
 

30 1 May  
1pm 
P & C meeting 
(Cancelled until 
further notice)  

 

2 3 

Wk 2 

4 May 5 
 

6 7 8 9 10 

Wk 3 

11 May 
 

12 
 

13 
Ag Advisory 

14 15 
AG PRINCIPALS 

MEETING 

16 17 

Wk 4 

18 May 19  
 

20 
 

21 22  
 

23 24 

Wk 5 

25 May 
 

26 27 
 

28 29 
Year 12 ATAR 
exams 

30 31 
 

Wk 6 

1 June 
WA Day 
Public holiday 
 

2 3 
Year 12 ATAR 
exams 

4 5 
Year 12  
ATAR exams 
 
Year 11 ATAR 
exams (TBC) 

6 7 

Wk 7 
8 June 
Year 11 ATAR 
exams (TBC) 

9 10 11 
Year 11 ATAR 
exams (TBC) 

12 
Year 11 ATAR 
exams (TBC) 

13 14 

Wk 8 

15 June 16 
 Year 10 &11 
General Final 
Assessment 

17 
Ag Advisory 

18  
Year 10 & 11 
General Final 
Assessment 

19  
Year 10 
General Final 
Assessment 

20 21 

Wk 9 

22 June 
 
 

23  
Year 10 & 11 
General Final 
Assessment 

 

24 25  
Year 10 & 11 
General Final 
Assessment 

26 
COLLEGE 
BOARD 
MEETING 12pm 

27 28 

Wk 
10 

  1 July 2 3  
END OF 
TERM 2 

4 5 

 
6 July 7 8 9 10  

 
11 12 

 
 

 
13 July 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 
 




