
 

THURSDAY 26TH MARCH 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Hello family and friends 

My thanks to our families, students 

and staff in working to get all of our 

boarding students home this week 

after the short notice                         

announcement that residences 

around the state had to close. I was 

really pleased with how sensible our students were as they 

received the news and very gratified at the positive and             

supportive comments from parents. 

Today the WA Premier made an announcement that schools 

would cease normal delivery at the end of next week. Next 

week, any student can attend any part of the day program 

and normal College rules apply about behaviour, uniform, 

punctuality, personal vehicle use and so on. If your boarding 

student is planning on attending on a daily basis please let us 

know so we can adjust catering, class groups and so on. 

We are living in unprecedented times but working hard to 

ensure that our student learning programs are disrupted as 

little as possible but continue through an on-line structure. 

We need everyone to work together to make this work.  

Specifically, I need parent/carer help to; 

 Reassure your child that this will not last forever. We 

do not know the timeline but as a staff we are              

assuming that the current situation will continue into 

next term - we could be working this way for months. 

School has provided a safe and reliable routine for 

your child for the last nine to 11 years and many of 

them will be feeling confused and upset about this 

disruption. Please understand and support them.  

 Establish a new routine. Young people (all people 

really) need routine and boundaries. The school has 

developed an adjusted timetable and learning cycle 

which will be predominantly online.  Use the new 

timetable structure to provide routine to your child’s 

day and stick to it as close as possible. Set up a specific 

class area for your child at home - a public place would 

be better than their own bedrooms so that you can 

have some overview and so there can be a disconnect 

between education time and home time.  

 Reinforce the importance of keeping up with the   

educational program. This is not a time to get all the 

jobs done at home/farm. We need students to keep up 

with their program so that when things return to             

normal, we do not have to catch up on theory and can 

concentrate on practical components of the courses. 

This is your child’s education and something that we as 

a staff are treating seriously - we need you and your 

child to do the same. 

 Enrich and extend what the school provides by 

getting your child to read, research and explore       

beyond the minimum.  

 Understand that these are unprecedented times and 

staff are working hard to make the very best out of a 

difficult situation. Staff are feeling anxious and            

apprehensive and just like you and will need to be 

treated with patience and understanding. Constructive 

criticism delivered in a positive way is always welcome 

to assist us adjust our processes to make this situation 

as productive as possible. 

There are a number of changes that are taking place to our 

learning program and our College operations to respond to 

the current situation. You will find these in detail elsewhere 

but in summary those that relate directly to students are; 

 Developing a new timetable that mirrors the existing 

time table but runs from 9am to 3pm. Day students 

can still catch the same school bus and we will have 

staff on hand to supervise before and after school. 

 Using Connect and WebEx to deliver learning           

programs online. Links to all online learning including 

timetables, help sheets and so on will be located on 

the front page of our College website from this Friday. 

In the meantime there is something for your child to 

go on with already on Connect for each subject/

course.  Some hard materials will be sent home this 

week but from next week on, everything will be           

accessed online. 

 Teachers and instructors for each subject will be at 

their computer at the same time as your child              

according to the new timetable, communicating with 

their class and responding to questions. 

 We are developing methods to monitor and support 

wellbeing remotely over the period to ensure that  

students and families feel connected to the College 

and our community and feel positive about the          

situation. 

 Please communicate with teachers and instructors via 

email to ensure that they can deal with your enquiry. 

 

  



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt (Continued) 

   
 
 I thank you for your continuing support. Please be assured 

that we are working hard to make sure that your child’s         

learning is not adversely affected by the current situation. 

Please keep yourself up to date with all news and chronicles 

and our website and use these as your first sources for             

information. By all means ask questions if you have ques-

tions or concerns that can’t be allayed by these sources. 

In these challenging times please look after yourself, be 

kind to others, be flexible and stay positive. 

Take care 

Steve 

FINANCE - Jill Norwell 

Hello parents/carers 

We are conscious that now students 

are not in residence, questions will 

be asked by parents/carers about 

fees. We have asked the Department 

how fees will be treated as well as 

how subsidies and allowances will be 

treated. Their response is to wait until they know how long 

the current situation will last before a decision is made. We 

will let you know as soon as we know ourselves.  

If any families find themselves in financial difficulty as a          

result of the Covid-19 situation, please contact us to             

discuss how we can assist you. 

Kind regards 

Jill 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

Hi everyone 

Thank you for all your assistance in 

making the transition of students out 

of residence such a smooth process. 

It was a day of mixed emotions from 

both staff and students but if we stick 

together and support our families 

and friends through these ever changing times, it will make it 

that little bit easier to deal with. 

Residential staff will be on site until the end of term from 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.00pm if you need any            

assistance or just a reassuring chat. Please don’t hesitate to 

call us. Staff will contact students on a weekly basis to check 

in and see how things are going.  

Over the weekend, staff and students had a quiet time 

around residence with a couple of trips into town.  A couple 

of students set up a hair salon in the archway and                   

straightened each others hair resulting in a great look for 

some. The staff said it was so great to see the students relax 

and the laughter was amazing to hear. 

I hope all goes well for you all over the coming weeks and  I 

look forward to seeing you all on your return to residence in 

the near future. 

Djoorabiny Koorliny – Go along happily 

Heather 

 

 



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

   
 
 Term 1 Parent / Teacher              

Interviews – 9 April. 

Term 1 Progress Reports of all 

students were emailed to            

parents/carers this week. If a 

staff member has indicated that 

they wish an interview to          

discuss your son or daughter’s progress, please go to the    

College’s webpage to book an interview. This year due to 

Covid-19, interviews will be conducted by phone rather than 

face to face at the booked time. Can parents please contact 

college administration if you have not updated us with 

changed phone numbers. 

Online Learning 

The Education Department is committed to maintaining          

educational programs for all students in all schools. Given our 

residential closure, we have already moved into remote    

delivery by online learning.  All course work for Years 10 – 12 

students will now be found online. Staff will be adding work 

to courses progressively. There is no indication about how 

long this will last so our strategy is to establish new systems 

and routines that can be maintained as long as necessary. We 

need active and positive support by all parents/carers, staff 

and students to ensure its success. 

The Online Learning program is accessed through our College 

website.  

Click on the Learning Online button. 

 

 

 

Choose your relevant year group on the page that follows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From there, resources are placed for students and parents to 

access to continue learning or to assist with learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Learning will be functional from Friday morning and 

the program commences at 9:00am Monday 30th March.  

 

Kind regards 

Mark 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________



HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

  Year 10.1 

Year 10.1 have worked hard to        

complete their picture frames this 

week, with many students realising 

that it isn’t so easy to just knock          

together a picture frame. Many           

students struggled initially to make 

their frames meet on the mitre joins with their hardwood 

inlay to match. With some persistence and a positive attitude 

all students managed to have their frames finished and              

looking good by the end of the lesson on Monday. 

Year 10.1 also managed to squeeze in some time on their 

trebuchet task as well. With a number of students missing in 

the class most groups this week consisted of two team           

members. However, this did not hinder their progress as the 

work went on. Quite a few of the groups are now starting to 

reinforce their structures so that the main structure can cope 

with the weight and force applied when firing. 

 

 

Year 11 

With depleted numbers the Year 11’s pressed on regardless, 

completing a little more on their Shaker Lamp Tables. The 

majority of students are gluing their legs and rails together 

and completing a finishing sand on their tops. Once the legs 

and rails are glued, sanded and sprayed, the tops will be           

finished and fixed on using figure 8’s. The tables are looking 

great and we look forward to the finished products. 

A reminder to all Year 11 Furniture Making students to keep 

working away at their online theory. 

Year 12 

The Year 12 cohort have been chipping away at their personal 

projects including; beds, chicken layer coops, coffee tables, 

and desks, just to name a few. Whilst working in the         

workshop to complete their personal projects, the Year 12 

students have been completing the unit of competence 

MEM16008 – Interact with Computer Technology. 

A reminder to all Year 12 Furniture Making students to keep 

working away on their theory books. 
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COLLEGE EVENTS  

 

TERM 1 

Thu 9 Apr Parent / Staff Interviews 12.15pm - 3pm (revised format) 

Fri 10 Apr END TERM 1 

* Fri 1 May  *P & C Meeting - Cancelled* 
  

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

 

               EGGS for sale   

Eggs $3/dozen available from admin.                                            

For large orders please contact the farm office - 9881 9726 

         

 

 


