
 

FRIDAY 19TH JUNE 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear College families, 

This week we have been pleased to 

see some rain to push our newly    

planted crops and pastures along. 

The weather will start to become 

increasingly cold and parents/carers 

are asked to ensure their child has sufficient warm items of 

uniform. Track pants are well defined in the Operating               

Procedures and are available from Narrogin Sportspower. 

Given the new warm sports jacket has not been                    

manufactured, students are able to wear the navy blue jacket 

as defined in the Operating Procedures and available from 

Parry’s Narrogin. 

There have been a number of projects completed around the 

College funded by the State Government stimulus money 

including shed refurbishment (cattle shed, poultry shed and 

West block machinery shed), ventilation to dorm ablutions 

and various path and drainage projects. Other projects         

funded from this source and yet to be completed include 

kerbing to deal with extreme rain events and prevent             

flooding, kitchen servery upgrades to improve meal delivery 

and various painting.  The College was also fortunate to           

receive funding to construct a roof over the decking in the 

residential area. This will provide another weather proof area 

for students to enjoy.  

We are seeing a number of students and staff succumbing to 

winter flus and sniffles. The current practice is that anyone 

with flu symptoms stays home until better. I suspect that 

even when we are out of the COVID era the practice of          

staying home when sick will continue to ensure we look after 

ourselves and our mates. 

This Wednesday we had our first COVID testing swab as part 

of the ongoing study we are part of. There were a number of 

students who had some trepidation but in the end there were 

only two students who backed out at the last minute. I was 

the first to get tested so was able to assure students that the 

nose swab was just a mild tickle. At this stage I am unsure 

when we will get any results. The next two testing rounds are 

set for 29/30 July and 2/3 September. 

My thanks to one of our parents who wrote a delightful email 

to Amy Corsini to thank her for her efforts in class. Often in 

schools we only hear from parents when things are going 

wrong so it is lovely to get positive feedback. We are          

fortunate indeed to have staff like Miss Corsini who are so 

dedicated and caring. 

COVID-19 news 

There have been some changes this week to the way we    

manage our school and residence to cope with COVID-19      

following a national review. The changes are effective                 

immediately.  

 Residential facilities such as the gym and pool room 

can re-open with routine sanitation and social            

distancing for 2m² per person.  

 Weekend leave can resume to any location provided 

normal leave conditions are met. 

 Trips to sport centres, shopping centres, leisure               

facilities can occur within community guidelines. 

We are continuing with split meal sittings, allocated            

bathrooms, additional evening and weekend cleaning and 

sanitation, and no visitors to the dormitories.  

As indicated last week, students may attend community 

sports training and games plus employment commitments 

provided appropriate measures are taken with regards           

sanitation. 

Regards 

Steve 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

  



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone, 

Students enjoyed a weekend of 

baking, working on the bike track 

and the weekly shopping fix in 

town.  

On Friday night Mrs Haydock and a 

few Year 10 boys baked a delicious looking mud cake and on 

Saturday Mrs Dartnell, Elijah Barrett-Lennard and Leah            

Hardingham made some amazing rocky road which was          

enjoyed by all at dinner and supper.  

We have allocated an area for students to ride their bikes and 

some of the boys have enjoyed working on this building 

jumps etc., a very technical job I am told.  

During the week Mrs Haydock had her cooking class where 

students made a lovely stir fry and next term they will go 

through the process of choosing a menu that suits their  

budget and then prepare and cook it.  

A quick reminder about weekend leave - 

If a student has signed out for the whole weekend and then 

needs to return earlier for any reason we would prefer at 

least a days’ notice, so that staff can be aware of their            

return and make allowances for this. On occasion all staff and 

students may be off site leaving no one here to cover if a   

student arrives back without notice.  

Students who have their car on site cannot sign out for day 

leave and self-drive at any time.  

 

Luke and Jayman made a planter box out of  
recycled materials and planted a wheat crop. 



IN RESIDENCE 

  

 



TRADES - Mark Batt 

  Construction   
    
Year 10 

Over the past few weeks the Year 10 

Construction class have been making 

their garden bench project, as an      

introduction to the units of                  

competency; CPCCCA2002B Use            

carpentry tools and equipment and CPCCCA2011A Handle 

carpentry materials. 

The garden bench project gives the students some basic            

carpentry skills such as operating a drop saw, creating a    

housing joint, laminating timbers together, marking out and 

cutting different curves and angles and reading a plan. 

All students have participated well in this project with great 

results on the finished products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



TRADES - Mark Batt (Continued) 

  Construction    

 
Year 11 & 12 

The Year 11 and 12 Construction           

cohorts have also been busy with 

constructing a new display area           

within our existing stud wall frames. 

Each bay has a different section         

relating to the building industry. Bay one consists of a door 

frame to hang a door in, bay two is a window frame to              

simulate bricking up a wall and adding a window sill and bay 

three is completed with a bay window to simulate a different 

style of window and technique in bricklaying.  

The remaining bays will have a bath and shower to simulate 

some tiling techniques and how to construct a bath hob. We 

look forward to completing this display as the students are 

keen to learn some new skills in the construction industry.  

  



TEACHER - Amy Corsini 

  Year 12 ATAR Morning Tea 

On Wednesday 17th June, the         

teaching staff and the Year 12 ATAR 

class celebrated together the end of 

Semester 1 exams with a morning tea. 

This was a nice way to reset following 

the exams to allow us to move into 

the next units of work across the four 

teaching areas. It has also been an 

unprecedented term with many hurdles for the group to 

cross and they have come out of it stronger and more             

resilient.  

The morning tea was a lovely spread put on by the staff with 

contributions from the students too. A small ‘toast’ with non-

alcoholic drinks was made  to the term that they have had 

and to positivity moving forward.  

Here’s to the rest of 2020 for 

our Year 12 ATAR class.  

  



  

 

 

ON FARM - Skills demonstrations 



  

 

 

ON FARM - Cropping related 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

  
GRATITUDE CHALLENGE 

Our 10 day Gratitude Challenge finished 

last Friday. A lot of students took part 

which was so good to see, and seven 

students actually participated every            

single day for the whole 10 days. 

We celebrated their achievement with an 

afternoon tea together, they collected their prizes and shared 

how the experience impacted them.  

Some of the students sent me emails saying: 

‘Thank you for the Challenge. I started to realise that even the 

little things are something to be grateful for.’ 

‘Throughout these 10 days have changed me for the best. I 

have now realised how much luckier I am with the things I 

have and I know many wouldn’t. I have so many great            

opportunities that I know many others haven’t got. These 10 

days have opened my eyes even more than they were, and it 

is so amazing how much more I realise this. I know I wouldn’t 

be the only one feeling this throughout this journey. I enjoyed 

it so much.’ 

‘Today I am grateful for this Gratitude Challenge as it has   

motivated lots of students to be positive. It is so nice to see 

so many students participating. Thank you. I’ll try my best to 

take at least one minute every day to reflect on something I 

am grateful for because it is such a great exercise for            

happiness.’ 

 

Thank you students; I think you are amazing and am grateful 

to have shared this journey with you. 

 

 

Some more GRATITUDE POSTS that are too good not to share….. 
 

Today I am grateful for my life, without my life I have I wouldn't be here. I am so grateful to be able to do what I am doing, 

with being in the College, with being with my mates, with being able to get the chance to go home every weekend to see 

my family. I am so grateful for this. Yeah its been a roller coaster of a ride in the years past but everything happens for a  

reason and I am so grateful for this. I am so grateful for my life and what it has and is going to bring for me. 

Something I am grateful for is the technology we have that gives us a good education. This world has improved in                 

technology and is looking to continue to improve. 

I am grateful for the community returning to normal and sport returning in the coming weeks.  
 
I am grateful for the care that the supervisors have for us. 
 
Today I am grateful for my voice. With my voice I get to communicate which is a big thing in life, with my voice I have met 

many of my fellow friends/mates and gotten closer with them. Without a voice you don't really get to experience the             

comfort and volume ones have. Also with a voice you get to have a say! I am really grateful for my voice. 

I am grateful for my friends and our tight friendship/reliance of each other. We can depend on each other to cheer each 

other up and support each other no matter what. 

I am grateful to be able to come to such a great school and have plenty of new friends.  

Today I am grateful for my eyes. Without my eyes I wouldn’t be able to see the amazing sights I have seen throughout the 

years of me living. I am so grateful for this and how I get to see amazing beauty which resolves in colours. 

Today I am grateful for my home that I can share with my family and to be lucky to be safe. 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) Continued 

 SECRET PATHWAY 

We have been having an activity in a different dorm every 

night with games, prizes and supper.  

The main activity was the Secret Pathway, a large grid and 

two teams each with a different secret pathway. Teams had 

to try and discover their individual pathway across the grid to 

reach the other side. For part of the challenge teams could 

help each other, then half way across they had to work in 

silence and go it alone.     

The purpose of the game was for students to have a goal 

(graduating, finding employment) and to follow the path to 

reach that goal. Sometimes others help them on the journey, 

other times they go solo. Do they listen to others, or make 

their own decisions? If they know their goal, when others try 

to distract them from their pathway, they have a choice. If 

they follow others and go off track, will they get back to the 

path? Some take a long time to get their life back on track, 

some lose sight of their path forever.  

The friends you choose are an important part. Somebody 

wisely said, ‘If you want to soar with eagles, you can’t run 

around with turkeys.’ Eventually you become like the people 

you spend the most time with, that’s why it’s so important to 

choose your friends wisely.  

Here’s the question: are your friends keeping you from living 

life to the fullest? Do they tear you down or build you up? 

When you’re with them, do you find yourself conforming to 

things that go against your convictions and your conscience—

things you don’t feel good about doing? Constant exposure to 

wrong attitudes and values will eventually take its toll on your 

life.  

What kind of friends should you keep? The kind who bring 

out the best in you, who lift you up, who encourage you, and 

make you a better person.  

Support each other, be there, help people move forward to 

reach their goals. Life is so much clearer if we know where we 

are heading, and then we can make decisions that will either 

help or hinder us to get there. It all starts with that first step, 

and then the next. We reach our goals one step at a time.  

One thing the students said they particularly enjoyed was 

having a ‘whole dorm’ activity; so we will continue this next 

term.  

Thank you to the wonderful residential supervisors who were 

such good sports helping me every night and joining in. I so 

appreciated you. Every day I am so thankful for the amazing 

people I work with. Good fun was had by all .  

Is this right? Mr Hare keeping poker faced 

Perkins dorm 

The hardest secret path in Thomson dorm 



STAFF/PARENT INTERVIEWS 

  Tuesday 21 July 12.15pm – 3pm  
We have scheduled a staff/parent interview afternoon to allow you as parents/guardians to consult with the 
teachers of your son/daughter. This has been arranged for Tuesday 21 July. On this day, from 12.15pm until 
3pm, teachers, the Residential Manager and the Farm Manager will be available for interview by appointment. 
Interviews will be conducted in the Lecture area and are of six minutes duration.  
To co-ordinate the interviews we use an online booking system to assist you in securing your preferred                  
interview times.  
 
 You need to secure an appointment time using this system and if you do not have access to the internet 

your local library/resource centre may be able to help, or alternatively you can call the school office.  

 The booking system will be accessible from 22 June 7am to 10 July 7pm. To allow staff to prepare            
information no interview requests will be accepted after the close off time.  

 To make a booking go to the college website - www.narroginag.wa.edu.au and then click on the link on 
the front page for 'Parent-Teacher-Interviews' as shown below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teachers may request an interview with you if they feel there is a matter of importance which should be               
discussed. Please refer to your child’s report where a parent interview may have been requested. An email to 
parents will be sent on 3 July with a link to access the reports.  
 
We encourage your child to accompany you to the interview as this assists the discussion and clarification of 
outcomes.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au – 9881 9736 (Wednesday to Friday) if 

you have any queries. 

Step by step instructions are also on the College’s website - Current Students | Policies/Information/Forms | Staff/Parent 

Interviews Instructions for Parents 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

   

Baby and year one photos for Graduation & Yearbook 2020 
To make Graduation a more memorable experience we are asking all of the parents / guardians  

of the Year 12 students to loan us two photos of your son or daughter.  

1.  Baby Photo (preferably in clothing) 

2. First day at school photo or a photo taken around their first year at school. 

You can post them in or drop them off at the front office. Alternatively you can scan and email the photos to -         

wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au.  

You may collect the photos immediately after the Graduation Ceremony or we will send them back to you via registered mail.  

The earlier we get the photos the earlier we can get ready for Graduation. Thank you. 

COLLEGE BALL  

Friday 25th September 

John Higgins Centre Narrogin 

Attached to this College Chronicle are            

permission forms, information and           

payment instructions.  

Forms and payment due by                      

Friday 4th September 

                 DUSTY & BLISS 

 
The tender process for the horses 
Dusty and Bliss closed on Monday.  

 
They have now been sold to a new 

home.  

mailto:wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

 

TERM 2 

 22 & 24 June  Year 12 General/Foundation Externally Set Tasks 

 23 & 25 June   Year 11 General/Foundation Courses Final Assessment 

 23, 25 & 26 June   Year 10 Semester 1 Exams 

 26 June  College Board meeting 12pm 

 3 July  END of TERM 

TERM 3 

 21 July  Parent/staff interviews 12.15 - 3pm   

  Students return after 3pm 

 22 July  Classes commence 

 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

ALL YEARS COLLEGE YEARBOOK  

The 2020 whole College Yearbook is currently being compiled. 

The book is $30 and this cost can be placed onto your account. 

If you would like to order one please place your order by Friday 28th August.  

An order form was attached to the College Chronicle dated 22nd May. 
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WA College of Agriculture – Narrogin 
COLLEGE BALL 2020 

 

Preparations are well under way for the “Boots and Bling” themed 2020 College Ball to be held at the John 
Higgins Centre, Narrogin on Friday 25th September 2020. (COVID permitting).  The cost of the ticket is $90.00 
and included in the price is the venue hire, food and beverages, decorations, photographer, photo booth and 
DJ. 
 
The evening will commence with students and their partners arriving at the venue at 6.15pm to be formally 
met by the Principal, Stephen Watt before entering the ballroom.  Ball cars are able to access the driveway 
close to the venue door for drop off.  Parents can view the students arriving and entering the venue from the 
grassed area outside. 
A welcome mocktail for students and their partners will be served in the ballroom as they enter.  Students will 
all need to be in the ball room by 6.45pm. 
Prior to the formalities commencing, students and their parents may congregate at the Narrogin Memorial 
Park for family photo opportunities by Bliss Photography (weather permitting). Please note this will not be 
supervised by College staff.  
 
Venue, time and parking 

 John Higgins Centre, 50 Williams Road, Narrogin from 6.15pm until 10.30pm. 
       Parking bays available. 

 
Food & Beverage 

 Unlimited soft drinks for the evening. 

 Two course alternate drop menu catered by Christine Hill Food. (Dietary needs will be catered for). 
 

Photographer 

 Bliss Studio Photography will be in attendance.  The photographs will be available to view and order on 
the internet a week after the ball as per the following; 

1.  Go towww.blissstudio.com.au 
2.  Click on “View and Order Photos Click Here” 
3.  Register to create an account (or use existing) 
5.  Use Access Code: CKR4785 to take you to the photographs 
6.  Place your order on-line - orders over $10 receive free social media size files (T & C apply) 
7.  High Resolution Digital Files purchased available for immediate download 
8.  Due Date for orders Friday 15th October 2020 
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Entertainment 

 Non-stop music from James Wharton - DJ 
 
Partners 

 Students are encouraged to invite partners from outside the college to create a diverse social 
             atmosphere.  All nominated partner’s names and details are to be given to the college on the  
             accompanying form.  Partners from outside the college must be approved by college administration 

before being authorised to attend. (Any changes to partner’s names must be by Friday, 18th 
September 2020). 
 

Duty of Care 

 Parents will be responsible for providing transport to and from the event.  Parents are responsible for 
their students up until they enter the Ballroom and when they leave the Ballroom at the conclusion of 
the ball. No responsibility for students can be taken by the College once the students leave the venue. 

 Students or guests suspected of being under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be permitted 
entry to the ball.  Parents will be informed if this occurs. 

 Students and their partners will not be permitted to leave the venue before 10.30pm and must comply 
with the College “Code of Conduct” at all times.  College staff will be in attendance during the Ball.   

 The College has no role in or responsibility for any before or after ball parties. 
 

Parent Dinner 

 A parent dinner will be held in conjunction with the Ball at the Duke of York Hotel, Narrogin. 
Parents of students and invited guests are welcome to come along.  Further details will be in the 
College Chronicle in the next couple of weeks. 

 
Payment 

 For planning purposes, we need you to complete the permission form and forward to the College with 
payment as soon as possible and no later than Friday 4th September 2020 so we can set numbers.   

 Any students with previous year’s unused Residential Activity monies may negotiate with Jill Norwell 
to use their funds to assist with payment of their ticket.  Please email 
jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au or phone 9881 9733. 

mailto:jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au
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WA COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE – NARROGIN BALL 2020 

COLLEGE STUDENT PERMISSION 
 

I ______________________________________wish to attend the WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin Ball 
  (Student First Name and Surname) 
being held at the John Higgins Centre, 50 Williams Road, Narrogin on Friday, 25th September 2020. 
 
I understand that I will be required to remain at the venue for the duration of the Ball between 6.15pm and 10.30pm and will 
conduct myself as per the College’s “Code of Conduct” during that time. 
 
I understand that tickets are $90.00 each and non-refundable unless the ball was cancelled due to COVID.   
 
I understand that only students on ”Good Standing” may attend the Ball and that if I lose “Good Standing” I will not be eligible to 
attend. 
 
I understand that any before and after ball party has no authority or involvement from the College. 
 
 
I ___________________________________________ have read and understand the information provided for my  
 (Parents First Name and Surname) 
son/daughter to attend the College Ball and also understand that I am responsible for my child before they enter the Ballroom and 
when they leave the Ballroom.    
 
In the event of an incident on the night, I can be contacted on ________________________________ 
                    (Mobile Number) 
 
Payment is required no later than Friday 4th September 2020. 
 
 
____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

(Student Signature)     (Parent/Guardian Signature) 
 
 

Partner Information 
 
Name of partner attending the Ball ______________________________________  Age_____ 
 

The External Partner Agreement must be completed in full and returned to the College 
by Friday 4th September 2020 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please fill out the payment details below –  Total Tickets___________ 
 
   I enclose Cheque/Money Order for the amount of   $_______________ 
 
   I enclose Cash for the amount of   $_________________ 
 

   Direct deposit to Narrogin Agricultural College  BSB: 066 522 
         Account No:  00900281 
 Ref:________________________________ 
 
   Please debit my       Mastercard           Visa  
 
Card No:  _ _ _ _/_ _ _ _/_ _ _ _/_ _ _ _   Exp: _ _/_ _ for the amount of $_____________ 
 
Signature____________________________    Name on Card________________________ 
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WA COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE – NARROGIN BALL 2020 
EXTERNAL PARTNER AGREEMENT 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Your child has been invited to attend the College ball being held at the John Higgins Centre, 50 Williams Road Narrogin 
on Friday, 25th September 2020 from 6.15pm to 10.30pm. 
 
The ball is a school event and as such normal school rules will apply.  These include: 

• Ball partners found in possession or under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs will be excluded from the ball 
and a responsible adult expected to collect them if under 18 years of age. 

• Ball partners will be expected to behave in a responsible and respectful manner appropriate to a school ball. 
• Smoking is not permitted at the venue or on entry or exit. 
• Ball partners will not leave the ball before the 10.30pm conclusion. 

 
Please note any before or after ball party has no authority or involvement from the College. 
 
Please sign the agreement below to accept these conditions for your child to attend the ball and return to the college by 
Friday, 4th September 2020. 

………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………..……… 

To be completed by the partner accompanying the WACOA – Narrogin student 

Partner’s Name: ________________________________   Partner’s Phone Number: ________________________ 

College Student’s Name: _________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions Y  /  N   (please provide details) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________  

PARTNER’S PARENT DETAILS 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
Contact phone: ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
I/We agree to the conditions as above. 
 
Partner signature: ____________________________________  Date: ________________ 
 
Partner parent signature: _____________________________  Date: ________________ 
 
WACOA student signature: ___________________________  Date: ________________ 
 
College Staff Approved: _____________________________  Date: ________________ 
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