
 

FRIDAY 12TH JUNE 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear College families  

Good news!! 

As a result of the relaxing of           

restrictions in Western Australia we 

are now able to allow students to 

take part in sports training and 

games. The assumption is that any activity fits within the   

parameters of appropriate social distancing - less than 100 

persons for inside activities and less than 300 persons for 

outside activities. 

At this stage I have not had any instruction about changes to 

weekend leave arrangements. 

My thanks to Chaplain, Mrs B, for setting up a number of       

activities around the College and particularly the gratefulness 

challenge. Despite COVID-19 impacting on most aspects of 

our lives we have so much to be grateful for in Western       

Australia and it is lovely reading our students’ responses. 

I personally have been grateful for our dedicated and caring 

staff who responded so well and continue to work for the 

betterment of our students…. even when they sometimes 

work against us! 

I am also grateful for the amazing resilience of nature and the 

new life we witness at this time of the year… lambs and 

calves being born, crops and pastures germinating, trees in 

fire grounds sprouting new shoots with winter rains. 

Last week I provided some information in the Chronicle about 

the impact of the COVID-19 on the well-being of young      

people which highlighted there are greater impacts than we 

might imagine. Beyond impacts on physical health, access to 

activities, and economic effects, young people are reportedly 

more anxious and stressed as COVID-19 affects well-being. At 

a local level we are noticing that many of our students are 

unsettled and seem to be acting out with unsuitable           

behaviours.  This same trend has been noticed in other 

schools where it appears as if students are starting the year 

again with the same settling in issues that might have been 

expected in early term one. 

As a staff we are working together to be clear about               

behavioural expectations as we normally would at the start of 

the year. In addition, we are looking for positive opportunities 

to look forward to such as an end of term sports afternoon 

with the Narrogin Senior High School, a social with the          

Narrogin Residential College, and a Well-being day next term. 

 

 

Over the last couple of weeks we have had to deal with a 

number of students on a range of behaviours which have    

negatively impacted on the rights of others to work, live or 

learn at the College. These behaviours include; 

 Disruptive behaviours in class. 

 Going into the wrong dorm to physically impact on 

other younger students. 

 Escalating verbal altercations to physical. 

 Continued verbal abuse and irritation of other                          

students. 

I spoke to all students this week about a number of                 

behavioural issues including; 

 Everyone deserves to be treated with respect.               

Disrespectful comments to and about students and 

staff are hurtful and insulting.  We have had incidents 

of male students making female cleaning staff feel 

uncomfortable and unsafe due to inappropriate          

comments. 

 Physical attacks are no way of resolving conflict. If a 

student escalates a verbal disagreement to a physical 

assault they can expect to be suspended.  

 Activities such as choke holds, even between friends, 

cannot be accepted due to the risk of serious injury. 

Recent reports in the media are testament to the        

serious damage that can occur when airways and              

circulation to the brain are impeded. 

 I also spoke about how sanctions are applied and our need to 

differentiate on the basis of a number of factors which means 

that often what seems similar behaviour receives different 

sanctions. Speculating about equivalence is difficult without 

the full details of an incident and its lead up. 

I believe that our position on behavioural expectations is in 

line with broader societal expectations and would hope that 

parents support us in our endeavours to make this school 

environment safe and secure and to prepare our young          

people for the world. 

 

     Continued on next page... 

  

 

  



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt (Continued) 

  

 

 
 On the afternoon of Thursday 2 July (the last week of term) 

we are planning a mini sports carnival with the Narrogin        

Senior High School. This will be a great end to a challenging 

term and give students and staff something to look forward 

to. The sports will be boys football, boys and girls basketball, 

girls netball, mixed hockey and mixed volleyball. We will also 

have board games as a different inclusion. Students have 

been invited to sign up and preference will be given to the 

older year groups. Students must be on Good Standing and 

those that do not want to participate/spectate or are unable 

will be accommodated with a program back at the College. 

Parents wanting to spectate are welcome and those able to 

assist with umpiring/refereeing are asked to contact me as 

soon as possible. 

I hope the rain has got to all of our families and your season is 

progressing well. 

Regards 

Steve 

Mobile phones and electronic             

devices 

Changes to the Department of            
Education Mobile phone and          
electronic devices policy introduced 
at the start of the year, mean that 
mobile phones and electronic       

devices are not permitted to be used, seen or heard at any 
point of the school day including recess and lunch breaks. 
These devices are not permitted to be used during breakfast, 
evening meal, evening prep (homework) or for residential 
students after lights out.  

After implementing the policy and consequences, two main 
issues arose. Firstly, consequences were introduced where 
phones confiscated during the day were handed back at the 
end of the day. This proved not to be a disincentive for            
students to use their phones; and secondly, the impact of 
phones confiscated during residence far exceeded those            
confiscated during the day. 

The College will be introducing new consequences for phones 
used inappropriately during the day commencing as of             
Monday 22nd June. These are the consequences to be added 
to the policy: 

 

 

 

 

Consequences and security 

To ensure equity of consequence (and its impact) between 
phones confiscated during the school day and those            
confiscated from residential time, those phones confiscated 
during the school day will not be returned to residential            
students until after 6:30pm on the day of confiscation. For 
day students, the College will be contacting carers to ask for 
their support to also have their phones withheld once they 
return home until 6:30pm. 

 First offence- phone confiscated for the equivalent of 
one school day or one residential night depending on 
where the offence occurred, plus one demerit point. 

 Second offence- phone confiscated for the equivalent 
of two school days or two residential nights depending 
on where the offence occurred, plus two demerit 
points. 

 Third and subsequent offences- phone confiscated for 
the equivalent of two school days or two residential 
nights depending on where the offence occurred, plus 
one demerit point plus internal suspension. 

If a student refuses a staff direction to hand over their phone 
because it has been used inappropriately, they may face          
further sanctions such as internal withdrawal, external           
suspension and loss of Good Standing. 

A register will be maintained of confiscated devices and           
parents will be contacted. Confiscated devices will be           
securely stored in student personal files in the front office or 
the residential office. 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

 



TEACHER - David Webster 

   
 
 Maths in the Paddock 

On Thursday both year 10 Maths 

groups took time away from the 

classroom to look at some practical 

Maths on the Farm. The exercise 

was intended to look at the seeding 

density of the oat crop in one of our South blocks and to        

determine the amount of seed required to sow the paddock. 

The session was led by Mr Ward with assistance from           

Mr McBurney and bus driver Ms McDonald.  

The students were involved in measuring the distance         

between the rows of crop and counting the number of plants 

in a one metre section of the row. Area was discussed and the 

number of plants in a square metre of crop was calculated.  

 

The students were fully involved in the process and asked 

some interesting questions. The behaviour of the students 

was very good and the farm staff commented positively on 

the general demeanour throughout the sessions. 

I think it is a worthwhile exercise to show that Maths is            

everywhere and not limited to the exercises we do in the 

classroom.  

I would like to thank the farm staff for their enthusiastic          

involvement and support and hope that we can repeat the 

exercise on another practical farm related project in the           

future. 

PS: We also managed to get a look at the new tractor before 

returning to class. 

 

 

 



   

 

ON FARM  



HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

  Year 11 + 12 Furniture Making          

Fridays     

Year 11 Friday Furniture Making            

students have been chipping away at 

their first project of the year; to             

design and manufacture a hall table. 

The students have impressed with 

their very creative designs, and are now well into the                 

manufacturing stage of their projects.  

Students have been using a range of the machines in the 

workshop from the panel saw, drop saw and various sanders 

to the more complex surface planer, box sander and CNC 

router. We look forward to seeing the completed products 

somewhere in the first few weeks of Term 3. 

Year 12 Friday Furniture Making students have been          

completing their personal projects and also enjoying the extra 

time in the workshop to complete Materials, Design and 

Technology projects. 

  



HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray (Continued) 

  Materials, Design and Technology  

The Year 11 Materials, Design and Technology students are 

now close to the completion of their first project; to construct 

a birdhouse out of recycled materials. Many students have 

made changes to their designs as the manufacturing process 

has evolved. All students have been planning and reflecting 

on their practices each week, discussing reasons for change 

and effects of changing their design. We look forward to    

seeing the completed results within the next few weeks. 

The Year 12 Materials, Design and Technology students have 

been completing their projects; to design and manufacture a 

product that can store something. Students have projects 

ranging from saddle racks, shearing comb sorters, firewood 

storage and garden beds.   

Also, the Year 12 cohort have been busily preparing           

themselves for the upcoming externally set task set for next 

week Wednesday 17th June. We wish the Year 12 Materials, 

Design and Technology students the very best of luck. 



TEACHER - Amy Corsini 

  Exam Preparation Time 

In the lead up to the Year 11 and Year 

12 ATAR exams, there has been some 

extra prep time allocated to studying 

for exams. Both extra tutoring times 

from 4pm-5pm and structured time 

during prep from 7pm-8pm have 

been offered to both ATAR classes.  

Across the four prep nights, there was a great turnout from 

both year groups which made the whole process extremely 

worthwhile. The congeniality and maturity shown was             

pleasing to see and the time was spent very well by students.  

 

Thank you to those students who were able to make the          

extra time, those who supplied food / snacks for the troops 

and Lucy for bringing a therapy puppy to give everyone    

something to smile about.  

  

PREFECT - Sammantha Perry 

Hi everyone,  

This week was off to a quick start with exams welcoming 

students back from their weekend. Good luck to those 

that still have exams to come. Farm is preparing for the 

completion of seeding, as well as having just inherited a 

tractor from Cunderdin Ag.  

The upcoming social with the high school is taking place 

on Wednesday in week 10. Along with the social the prefects are working 

with the dorm captains for interschool sports competitions where we will 

compete against the Narrogin Senior High School students in the sports           

normally run at Country Week.  

Cya, Sammantha 

 

NETWORK SUPPORT OFFICER - Cameron Galsworthy 

FANTASTIC NEWS 

The Department of Education            

identified our school as requiring an 

internet bandwidth upgrade. 

Prior to the upgrade, our school was 

sharing a 10 Megabits per second connection for everyone on 

site. 

Thanks to the work of various providers we have been          

upgraded to a 50 Megabit per second connection which is 

shared amongst all. 

To put this simply, if you have 50 customers waiting at 10 

checkouts each with a full trolley of groceries - it is going to 

take a longer time for everyone to checkout of the              

supermarket. Now taking the same situation and having 50 

checkouts for 50 customers wanting to checkout, it is going to 

be a much more enjoyable and faster experience for those 

customers. 

What this internet bandwidth means is that we can start  to 

open up internet resources that have a significant educational 

benefit to students. These resources were previously blocked 

to ensure our internet connection remained usable for          

everyone.  



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone  

Hope you have all had a great 

week.  

Over the weekend students spent 

time relaxing around residence, 

enjoyed some s’mores up at the 

fire pit, board games in the dining room and also a town run 

into Narrogin for their shopping fix. Hopefully things will 

change soon and we will be able to organise excursions. 

On Wednesday night Mrs Haydock and some students       

enjoyed another cooking lesson; the stir-fry looked delicious.  

Last week when randomly checking camera footage we found 

some boy’s behaviour towards each other was not acceptable 

around the residence or College. Some of this behaviour        

involved wrestling, holding each other in choker holds,      

annoying others while they are trying to get on with their 

own business and entering others private spaces. It would be 

very distressing for us and others involved if this behaviour 

resulted in serious injuries. Also early this week some        

student’s behaviour in the dining room was very                     

disappointing; throwing food and being very disrespectful to a 

staff member when questioned about the incident. It would 

be a great help if you could talk to your child and impress the 

need to behave safely and appropriately.  

Due to COVID-19 we will not be having any groups in over the 

next holiday period so students will not need to clear out 

their room, however they will need to leave them neat and 

tidy (nothing on desks or dresser tops, remove bed linen and 

please do not leave any items under the bed).  

Thank you  

Have a great week  

Heather 

 



 

CHAPLAIN - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

 

GRATITUDE POSTS 
 

Summer. It is my favourite season and warm winter days remind me of swimming in the sun and going orchid hunting with 
my Nana. 
 
Today, I am grateful for technology. I am making a bed in furnishings and having such advanced technology to build it 
makes me very grateful. 
 
I am grateful for being given the opportunity to play sport. 
 
Today I am grateful for my eyes because they allow me to see and learn. They allow me to see colours and guide me in the 
right direction.  
 
Something I am grateful for is for the roof that I live under that I know provides me safety, and I know I am loved by all.  

Today I am grateful for, my bed. I realise a lot people do not get the privilege to be able to have a bed, or be able to sleep 
with warm blankets and be comfortable.  I am grateful for my bed as I know I can get the best sleep possible without           
worrying if I will wake up to be too cold or too hot. 
 
Today I am grateful for...Music and how it is so easily relatable to. It matches your mood and makes you feel better,              
especially the cool, catchy songs that stay in your head all day long help to keep your mind off other things. 
 
I am grateful for my 5 month old son, and my fiancè, I am grateful that I get to experience watching my son grow everyday 
and knowing that I'm growing with him. Coming so far in just a couple of years, bringing myself out of a dark place and now 
being so happy with my life and my past, I am grateful that I am alive and all the friends I gained from ag school that make 
my days brighter. (From an ex student) 

Well our 10 day Gratitude Challenge is 

drawing to a close as it finishes today. 

It will be a little bit sad for me as I feel 

like the most blessed person at the           

College, getting to read all the things the 

students are giving me daily of what they 

are grateful for. Some of the statements 

have even brought a tear to my eye. Each day three are          

posted on Facebook, which will continue for next week, as 

well as the Chronicle last week and today publishing some of 

the student’s statements.  

It is my hope that it has developed a good habit of focusing 

on the good. Some families are even adopting it at home and 

when they sit around the table for tea together, they each 

say something they are grateful for. I love it. 

I think what has come across to me most of all is the students 

are grateful for things we may have taken for granted in the 

past, fresh air, clean water, our government, our sight, a 

warm bed to sleep in.  

This started when COVID-19 became the thing everyone was 

talking, thinking and worrying about. After the first weekend 

the students went home, and when they returned some were  

so worried. I decided to tell the story of the Black Dot, we all 

have them in our lives, but there is so much good around if 

we look for it. I have some stickers on my diary that say, 

‘Every day may not be good but there is something good in 

every day’, ‘Count your blessings not your problems’, and 

‘Enjoy the little things.’ The students embraced the concept, 

and have been doing this exact thing. I have been grateful to 

have been part of the Gratitude Challenge. Such a privilege.  

 

 

 

 

So many people have been part of this. Thank you to all the 

students, parents and ex students who took part sending in 

their Gratitude statements. Thank you to Cameron for all the 

great Facebook posts, thank you to Wendy for putting it all 

together in the Chronicle and making it look so good, thank 

you to staff, parents and the school who were all so           

supportive,  and thank you to the College for providing           

awesome daily prizes the students loved choosing. What a 

grate(ful) effort.  

Mrs B’  

 

 Thankyou to Mrs B for giving the students the chance to 
voice their appreciation for the things that matter to them. 



STAFF/PARENT INTERVIEWS 

  Tuesday 21 July 12.15pm – 3pm  
We have scheduled a staff/parent interview afternoon to allow you as parents/guardians to consult with the 
teachers of your son/daughter. This has been arranged for Tuesday 21 July. On this day, from 12.15pm until 
3pm, teachers, the Residential Manager and the Farm Manager will be available for interview by appointment. 
Interviews will be conducted in the Lecture area and are of six minutes duration.  
To co-ordinate the interviews we have employed an online booking system to assist you in securing your            
preferred interview times. The procedure is as follows:  
 
 You need to secure an appointment time using this system and if you do not have access to the internet 

your local library/resource centre may be able to help, or alternatively you can call the school office.  

 The booking system will be accessible from 22 June 7am to 10 July 7pm. To allow staff to prepare            
information no interview requests will be accepted after the close off time.  

 To make a booking go to the college website - www.narroginag.wa.edu.au and then click on the link on 
the front page for 'Parent-Teacher-Interviews' as shown below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teachers may request an interview with you if they feel there is a matter of importance which should be               
discussed. Please refer to your child’s report where a parent interview may have been requested. An email to 
parents will be sent on 3 July with a link to access the reports.  
 
We encourage your child to accompany you to the interview as this assists the discussion and clarification of 
outcomes.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au – 9881 9736 (Wednesday to Friday) if 

you have any queries. 

Step by step instructions are also on the College’s website - Current Students | Policies/Information/Forms | Staff/Parent 

Interviews Instructions for Parents 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

   YEAR 10 MENINGOCOCCAL ACWY SCHOOL BASED IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 2020 

Information was attached to the College Chronicle dated 29th May regarding this  program.  

The immunisation will take place in Term 3 with the date yet to be determined. 

The forms have been given to all Year 10   students at the College.  

Please complete and return the forms  

(even if you are not consenting to the immunisation)         

to the College ASAP. 

Baby and year one photos for Graduation & Yearbook 2020 
To make Graduation a more memorable experience we are asking all of the parents / guardians  

of the Year 12 students to loan us two photos of your son or daughter.  

1.  Baby Photo (preferably in clothing) 

2. First day at school photo or a photo taken around their first year at school. 

You can post them in or drop them off at the front office. Alternatively you can scan and email the photos to -         

wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au.  

You may collect the photos immediately after the Graduation Ceremony or we will send them back to you via registered mail.  

The earlier we get the photos the earlier we can get ready for Graduation. Thank you. 

T.E.E. - WE ARE THE EXAM EXPERTS 
The Exam Experts is a leading provider of Intensive Exam Revision Courses for 
year 12 students preparing for ATAR examinations. 

 Intensive Exam Preparation Courses at UWA (6th July – 10 July)                                  
Our July school holiday revision program is a unique opportunity for 
students to live and study on campus at UWA, whilst revising ATAR 
subjects from WA’s most experienced teachers. 

 With our premium exam preparation courses students will receive: 

Affordable access to expert ATAR teachers 

Structured and targeted teaching on ATAR subjects 

     Tip and strategies to maximise your ATAR 

     Course notes and exam questions that are yours to keep 

     Learn in a University lecture theatre environment 
 

Enrol online at: https://www.theexamexperts.com.au/enrolment/  
 

Contact: Gerry Gordon. The Exam Experts    Phone:  9314 9599 

Email: info@tee.com.au    Website:  www.theexamexperts.com.au 

mailto:wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theexamexperts.com.au%2Fenrolment%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7C36addc11576545e19ddf08d806a4ce2f%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637266652204070696&sdata
mailto:info@tee.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theexamexperts.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7C36addc11576545e19ddf08d806a4ce2f%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637266652204080687&sdata=W%2BIVySmr3u


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

 

TERM 2 

 15 June  Year 12 ATAR exams 

 15 June  Year 11 ATAR exams  

 15, 17, 22 & 24 June  Year 12 General/Foundation Externally Set Tasks 

 18, 23 & 25 June   Year 11 General/Foundation Courses Final Assessment 

 16, 18, 19, 23, 25 & 26 June  Year 10 Semester 1 Exams 

 26 June  College Board meeting 12pm 

 3 July  END of TERM 

TERM 3 

 21 July  Parent/staff interviews 12.15 - 3pm   

  Students return after 3pm 

 22 July  Classes commence 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the 

college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

ALL YEARS COLLEGE YEARBOOK  

The 2020 whole College Yearbook is currently being compiled. 

The book is $30 and this cost can be placed onto your account. 

If you would like to order one please place your order by Friday 28th August.  

An order form was attached to the College Chronicle dated 22nd May. 


