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Dear College families 

It is with great honour and pride that I assume the role as 

WA College of Agriculture – Narrogin, Principal for the 

remainder of the 2020 school year. I was filled with      

excitement and energy when I was offered to take on the 

role and be a part of the Narrogin Agricultural College 

team whilst the Regional Executive Director – Wheatbelt, 

Mr Neil Darby undertakes a recruitment and selection 

process to employ the most suitable candidate for the 

substantive Principal throughout the next 6 months.  

My substantive role is Principal of Narrogin Senior High 

School, and as a current member of the Narrogin          

education team and wider community I feel that I already 

have some understanding of our college and am really 

energised about becoming further cognisant of the many 

facets of this highly effective educational institution. Mr 

Steve Watt has effectively led WA College of Agriculture – 

Narrogin in its endeavours to ensure that all our students 

achieve excellence. I have big shoes to fill and will do my 

best to do so. In the first days that I have been at the    

college it is evident that we have a team of staff who are 

passionate and highly committed to working together to 

ensure that WA College of Agriculture – Narrogin achieves 

the set targets and lives our vision and mission.   

In these unusual times, as we navigate our way through 

the COVID-19 pandemic, my focus will not only be on en-

suring that our students are achieving academic success 

but are also being provided the wrap around support   

required for this success to come to fruition. The health, 

safety and wellbeing of all students, staff and our families 

will be in the forefront of my mind.  Our college is a com-

plex educational facility and has responded to the         

restrictions and added hygiene practices by putting in 

place a number of effective processes. We will continue to 

implement social distancing, additional cleaning and    

sanitising practices, reduced numbers in the dining room 

and kitchen staff serving to ensure that we are            

maintaining safe practices in preventing illness.  

It is evident from the many successes that WA College of 

Agriculture – Narrogin has achieved over its long history is 

due to the team at the college who are relentless in 

providing the teaching, learning and training programs 

balanced with social and emotional support and            

opportunities that best meet the needs of each student 

we have at our college. This is evidenced by graduates of 

our college continually being targeted by our local and 

wider industry groups, businesses and enterprises for  

employment, traineeships and apprenticeships. I look  

forward to working with the college community and its 

many partners to continue on a journey of success. 

Year 12 Graduation and Awards Presentation event  

The college has had to make a change to the date of the 

Year 12 Graduation and Awards Presentation event to 

Friday 30th October. In 2019 it was planned that this event 

would take place on Friday 13th November, however due 

to a number of factors, including: SCSA WACE Examination 

scheduling and COVID-19, the date needed to be changed. 

At this event we will only be presenting awards and      

certificates to the Year 12 students. Parents, family    

members and special guests will be invited to attend this 

event, however we may need to put in place restrictions 

to the number of peoples in attendance dependent on the 

COVID-19 instructions at this time.  

Year 10 and 11 Award Presentation events will be         

advertised as soon as decisions are made about how these 

events will be undertaken this year.   

Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) 

Staff, student and visitor safety is a priority at WA College 

of Agriculture – Narrogin. To further strengthen Health 

and Safety at our college the Occupational Safety and 

Health committee will be re-energised throughout Term 3. 

The focus of the committee for the remainder of 2020 will 

be on Risk Management to develop operational             

procedures and emergency response processes that con-

tinue to ensure the safety of everyone. 

Continued ……. 

  

 



  COVID-19 news 

Due to the delay in moving to phase 5 by the WA Gov-

ernment we remain in phase 4 restrictions. At this 

stage our college will continue with our current ar-

rangements until further information is provided by 

the Department of Education on instruction from the 

Premier.  

 

RESIDENTIAL SUPERVISOR - Frank Haydock 

HOCKEY ROUND 3 

Well the holidays are over and it 

took all 3 of our teams a while to 

get going this week. First up were 

the Rangers playing Falcons.       

Falcons started off fast and strong 

scoring 4 goals to nil in the first 

quarter. The second quarter we held them scoreless and then 

they kicked away in the third scoring another 4 goals. But, our 

Ranger team rallied in the fourth, scoring 2 goals to nil.     

Eventually being defeated 8 – 2. Once again it was a great 

team effort and we welcomed 2 new players this term; Dante 

Harris and Riley McIllree. 

 Second game up was Eagles V’s Collegians. What a game this 

was. After a slow start by us (all though we had most of the 

play), Eagles got the first goal, after that it was see saw affect 

with the ball going backward and forwards, until we scored 

the equaliser in the third. The game was a very even contest 

until Eagles scored with 7 minutes to go in the last quarter. 

Collegians finally going down 3 – 2. 

 Last up were the Panthers playing one of the top teams     

Vultures. It was a very even contest and I got a shock when I 

looked at the score board at half time to see us down 4 nil. Mr 

Archer rallied the troops and asked them to concentrate on 

using their free hits more to our advantage and it worked. The 

team started sharing the ball around better and we held the 

Vultures to just two goals in the last half, finally going down 6 -

2. Thank you to all the players of all the teams for a great 

effort. 

PRINCIPAL - Melissa Walker—continued…. 

I am looking forward to meeting you all (whether it 

is face-to-face or through an ICT means) and work-

ing with you to ensure that your children gain the 

greatest successes from our college. 

 

Kind regards 

Melissa Walker 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

Wellness Day 

 

This coming Wednesday is the College’s 

Wellness Day. Students will not be    

following our normal timetable, but will 

be combined to participate in a number 

of workshops and sessions around real 

masculinity/femininity, drug avoidance, 

Aboriginal Cultural Awareness, healthy  

eating and participating in physical activity to        

enhance mental wellness. The last session will allow 

students to participate in a range of recreation     

activities such as Gaelic Football, half field hockey, 

yoga and yarning. School for next Wednesday will 

finish early at 3:00pm for day students and boarders 

will return to the residence at 3:00pm as well. 



ASSISTANT FARM MANAGER—Emily McDonald   

   
 
 Sheep Section 

We have been moving lots of 

sheep lately chasing feed and to 

allow spraying of pastures to 

eliminate unwanted weeds. 

Lambing has been completed 

and weaning has begun to occur. 

In the crossbred mob got 104% lambing and the merinos got 

111% which is an outstanding result. In the coming week we 

will be completing weaning and start the crutching of the 

ewes. 

The Suffolk ewes have now completed lambing with 84 lambs 

being born. Which is a percentage of 145. 

 

Cattle  

Cattle have received their annual back line and calf marking 

has been completed with the calves receiving their             

vaccinations. 

Equine 

This week Bliss and Dusty made their journey to their new 

home in Geraldton. 

Cert III Project 

The students project is on the way with the salt bush planted 

and the silver perch entering the tank this week   

   

   

 

 

 



 ASSISTANT FARM MANAGER—Tony Ward 

   
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enterprise Report Mr Ward  

Poultry: Egg production has increased since the arrival 

of 100 additional pullets. Average daily production is 

now approaching 20 Doz. External orders have also 

increased in proportion (approx. 60 doz), although   

customer base remains unchanged.  

A bulk purchase of layer pellets (5.6 tonne) has also 

been made and will be stored in the silo once the auger 

change-over has been completed.  

The recently purchased Berkshire pigs are exceeding 

educational and production expectations and are    

proving to be a draw-card for students. Boars (2) and 

sows (4) are currently separated and all animals are on 

target for slaughter in mid-September.  

Poultry teams have also started work on extending the 

existing vegetable garden in time for spring planting.  

 

Workshop: JD6400 has been reassembled and is now 

running. Still awaiting minor cosmetic parts. Repairs to 

the poultry mix-all were carried out in-house by staff 

and students and this unit is now operational.  

Vehicle servicing is being scheduled for farm utes, in 

addition to the Isuzu truck (1st service) and new Case 

combine harvester from Esperance.  

 

Fencing: Priority has been given to replacing storm-

damaged boundary fencing on Tarwonga Road.        

Preliminary work has commenced, including temporary 

fencing of the creek line to allow limited grazing.  

 

 

 

 Cropping: Current focus is on pasture manipulation 

through targeted chemical application to existing    

grazing paddocks. Collaboration between cropping and 

livestock enterprises has seen the development of an 

agreed plan to ensure stocking pressure is not unduly 

affected by withholding periods. 

This plan includes experimental cattle-grazing of high 

value feed in the classroom paddock for a short period 

(5 days), to reduce pressure in other areas whilst   

spraying operations are being undertaken. 

Urea spreading has commenced in school canola crops 

(abt 160Ha), in addition to Cert III student paddocks 

(approx. 7Ha).  

 

Farm Improvements: A replacement 50,000 litre wa-

ter tank has been positioned at the Tarwonga Road 

entrance and is presently being filled from the solar 

pump on west block. This tank will primarily provide 

water to the pig and equine paddocks, with excess   

water being available for the school ovals once piping is 

completed (August 2020).    

 

Tony Ward 

Assistant Farm Manager 

Connor Dawson and Hayden Prosser 



 

ENGINEERING—John Ryan 

         As part of the Engineering    

 path ways    course the Year 

 11 students this semester will    

 be finalising the designing  

 and  constructing of their  

            major projects. Last term a  

 number of enterprising      

students started their major projects and are now mid-way 

through the manufacture of their personal project. 

 

As part of the engineering course students are given training 

on the use of a range of engineering fabrication equipment. 

Students are given experience in using machinery such as the 

Punch and Shear, Cold Saw, Press brake.  These are used by 

students to prepare metal sections for their projects. The 

students also learn invaluable information on how to         

calculate cutting  

sequences to maximise the amount of materials used from a 

length of steel section or sheet.  

 

All projects completed by the students must be assembled 

according to plan, and meet the required standard for       

assessment. Students are also instructed on the importance 

of how to prepare and detail their work ready for a painted 

finish before their project is presented for appraisal. For 

those students who are building trailers, they will learn how 

to wire up lights, fit wheel hubs and bearings and brake sys-

tems. 

 

We look forward to seeing the Year 11 cohort getting stuck 

into their personal projects. 

 

 

  

 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

               Chaplains Chat 
 
Live a life of Integrity. 
 
Education without values, as useful as it 

is, seems rather to make a man a more 

clever fiend. So before you set your 

goals, determine your values. Values are like guard rails on 

the motorway; they keep you from veering off the road and 

over the edge. They determine how far you’ll go on          

questionable issues. Knowing what matters and what you 

truly value is the key to living a life of meaning and purpose. 

For most of us the problem isn’t having values, the problem is 

living them out.  

We all value honesty, integrity, and forgiveness, but when 

we’re pressed, do we really live them out—especially when it 

costs us? Pursuing a life of values comes with a price. But 

what we get in exchange is the ability to hold our head high 

during the day and sleep well at night. And perhaps just as 

important—it allows us to relax and be ourselves.  

The mental toll of cheating, lying, and stealing is draining. 

Trying to remember the lie you told someone last week, so 

that today’s lie will match up, can literally wear you out. 

When you live a life of integrity, you don’t have to worry 

about such things!  

 

 

                    

 

 

COLLEGE BALL P&C PARENT DINNER 
The P&C have organised a parent dinner to be held at the Duke of York Hotel that coincides with the College Ball on Friday 

25th September 2020.  This is an excellent opportunity to catch up with other parents, old and new.  Grandparents, friends 

and significant others are invited to join us.  Students will be in the ball room from 6.30pm to 10.30pm.  The Duke of York is 

offering a choice of roast dinners for $22.00 per head in the dining room.  Seating and occupancy of the dining room has an 

approximate limit of 40.  Extras may need to sit in the bar area.  Please refer to  the  College Ball P&C Dinner information sheet 

attached to this Chronicle for information on how to secure your booking.  Please note payment is made directly to the       

College P&C account and not the College account.  Look forward to seeing you there. 



 

Emily McDonald -  Assistant Farm Manager 

              Basketball Windup 

Ag Rangers 

MVP—Harry Brown 

Runner-up  - Tate Barrett and Caleb 

Keley 

Coach’s Award - Lachlan Tulley 

 

Collegians  

      MVP— Jake Ogle 

                       Runner Up  - James Cronin 

                                  Coach’s Award  - Samson Annice 

 

 

Association Rewards  

Runner-up MVP - 

Jake Ogle, Harry Brown and Tate Barrett  

Named in the all-stars team  

Jake Ogle, Harry Brown and Tate Barrett  

 

2020 Premiers Ag Rangers  

Harry Brown, Tate Barrett, Caleb Keley, Austin Shotter, Blake 

White, John Agnew and Lachlan Tulley. 

 

 
 

 



FARM and EQUINE 

 

Tamara Keens 

Header being unloaded after arriving 

from Esperance Ag Farm  

Callum Giles-Morton 

Harrison Dolan  and Seton Fasanini  

MacKenzie Palmer  



  

INFORMATION 

PEDERICK ENGINEERING  -  DARKAN  

ENGINEERING TRADESPERSON - MACHINIST (METAL) 

The right candidate has to be very adept at Maths, have a good work ethic, be respectful, willing to learn and able to follow 
instructions. A sound knowledge of computers would also be an advantage. 

This is an opportunity for a young person to learn from one of the best machinists in the area.  They will learn programming 
and running of Mazak CNC lathe, hydraulics and much more. 

We have a ute that travels daily from Collie to Darkan for our workers if they don't wish to be located in Darkan. 

10023 COALFIELDS ROAD  |  DARKAN  WA  6392  |  Ph - 08 97361360 

 



INFORMATION 

   

Baby and year one photos for Graduation & Yearbook 2020 
To make Graduation a more memorable experience we are asking all of the parents / guardians  

of the Year 12 students to loan us two photos of your son or daughter.  

1.  Baby Photo (preferably in clothing) 

2. First day at school photo or a photo taken around their first year at school. 

You can post them in or drop them off at the front office. Alternatively you can scan and email the photos to -         

wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au.  

You may collect the photos immediately after the Graduation Ceremony or we will send them back to you via registered mail. 

The earlier we get the photos the earlier we can get ready for Graduation. Thank you. 

COLLEGE BALL  
Friday 25th September 

John Higgins Centre  50 Clayton Road Narrogin 

Attached to the College Chronicle dated 19th June were 

permission forms, information and payment instructions.  

Forms and payment due by Friday 4th September 

“Are you heading to UWA | Curtin | Notre Dame | Murdoch | ECU in Perth for university next year?                               
You’ll need a place to call home!                                                                                                                                                  

Come to Open Day at St George’s College to check out why we are Western Australia’s Best Residential College. 
Tours of rooms & facilities; Chats with current residents; Find out about scholarships and fees; stay for lunch.              

And much more….. find out more at https://stgc.uwa.edu.au/openday. 

See you at St George’s!” 

mailto:wendy.hogg@education.wa.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstgc.uwa.edu.au%2Fopenday&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7C877ea72771ff4ca0195b08d82c7adca7%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637308253486916284&sdata=EG2VLx2jrtJ37K


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

 

TERM 3 

 5 August  Wellness Day 

 27 August  CLOSED WEEKEND Students leave at lunchtime 

 30 August  Students return after 3pm 

 31 August - 2 September  Writing OLNA 

 31 August - 4 September  Year 12 WPL 

 31 August - 25 September  Reading & Numeracy OLNA 

 10 September  College Photo Day 

 18 September  OPEN DAY  

 25 September  College Ball    -    END of TERM                                                                                                                                     

 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the College 

website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

ALL YEARS COLLEGE YEARBOOK  

The 2020 whole College Yearbook is currently being compiled. 

The book is $30 and this cost can be placed onto your account. 

If you would like to order one please place your order by Friday 28th August.  

An order form was attached to the College Chronicle dated 22nd May. 



 COLLEGE BALL P&C PARENT DINNER 
 

The College Ball will be held on Friday 25th September 2020.  Traditionally, the P&C organise a parent   

dinner to coincide with the event.  This is an excellent opportunity to catch up with other parents, old and 

new.  Grandparents, friends and significant others are invited to join us.  Students will be in the ball from 

6.30 – 10.30 pm. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Seating and occupancy of the dining room may be further limited for a large group, due to Covid 19 re-

strictions, so please book now to avoid the disappointment of not having a seat on the night. 

Sorry, no exceptions and thank you for your understanding. 

Further enquiries to Helen Murnane on 0409 602 192 or helen@lapteksystems.com.au 

WHERE: Duke of York Hotel, Dining Room 

34 Federal Street, Narrogin 

  

TIME: Dining room will open from 6.00 pm.  Meals will be served from 7.30 pm 

  

DETAILS: All meals must be pre-ordered from the options below.  Please email 
your meal order and payment receipt to helen@lapteksystems.com.au 

Drinks are available for purchase from the bar. 
  

PAYMENT: Direct deposit to P&C by Friday, 4th September 2020 

Account name:  Narrogin Agricultural College P&C Committee 

BSB:  016 770     Account No:  205402417 

Ref:  Your Surname 

Family Name   

Meal Comments Cost Qty Total 

Roast Beef served with roasted potatoes, 
pumpkin, mixed vegetables and gravy 

  
$ 22 

    

Roast Chicken served with roasted pota-
toes, pumpkin, mixed vegetables and gravy 

  
$ 22 

    

Vegetable Patties served with roasted pota-
toes, pumpkin and mixed vegetables 

  
$ 22 

    

TOTAL COST $ 

mailto:helen@lapteksystems.com.au
mailto:helen@lapteksystems.com.au

