
 

FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear parents, carers and families, 

My thanks to all staff, students and 

families for the last four weeks as 

we settle into the new year. For the 

most part is has been a positive 

start. We have dealt with a number 

of issues around individuals failing 

to recognise that their behaviour cannot negatively impact on 

others and I am hopeful that these are not repeated. All new 

students have no excuse now not to know the routines and 

what is expected of them. The closed weekend is a good             

opportunity for families and students to review the start of 

the year and their progress in academic programs and the 

residence, reinforce good practice or make changes if              

necessary. An interim report will be produced at the end of 

this term plus parent/carer-staff interviews held on the last 

day to assist sharing information on progress. As always I urge 

parents/carers with concerns to contact us so that we can 

assist to resolve any issue. 

Last week we had a visit from a review team looking at           

equine procedures across all of the colleges to ensure               

adequate levels of safety for students. The review team              

considered our procedures and facilities at a good level and 

our practice of assessing riding levels good. There are some 

areas we had already been working that were agreed as 

needing some  refinement chiefly around being clear about 

the standards expected to be demonstrated for each riding 

level. The review team will not produce a policy for all schools 

but will produce some recommendations which schools 

would be expected to take on in their own local policies.     

We are currently working through expending around $60,000 

on high priority maintenance works around the College.             

Projects include a number of shed repairs around the College, 

kerbing to prevent stormwater runoff into buildings and           

provision of improved ventilation to dormitory bathrooms. 

This is the first phase of around $144,000 being available by 

the state government to WACoA Narrogin for maintenance of 

faculties and economy stimulation. 

Next week we will have all of our students on Good Standing 

involved in the Wagin Woolorama on Friday either competing 

in various events, showing our cattle and sheep or engaging 

with agricultural industry. Equine students will remain on site 

at school on the Friday preparing for the Saturday Funorama 

event. On the Saturday some students will return to compete. 

We have a promotional stall and it would be lovely for             

parents at the event to drop by and say hello. 

This week I received the following letter from Lisa Rodgers, 

Director General of the Department of Education,                         

congratulating us on our year 12 results from 2019.  It is           

lovely to be noticed and recognized and testament to the 

good work of all. 

Have an enjoyable and safe long weekend. 

 

Steve 

  



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

   
 
 Wagin Woolorama 

On Friday 6th March, the majority 

of the students on ‘Good Stand-

ing’ will be attending Woolorama. 

Students competing in events will 

depart at 6am and the remaining 

students (apart from equine     

students and those students off ‘Good Standing’) will depart 

by 8:30am. Lunches will be provided by the College but        

students must pre-order them next Wednesday. The buses 

will leave from the Wagin showground at 2:30pm and return 

to the College by 3:30pm. Students who normally catch buses 

from the high school will need to make alternative                  

arrangements as the buses will not be back in time. Day            

students will be dropped off at the Narrogin Police Station on 

the way through town at approximately 3:15pm. 

Students may go on leave and be signed out from the show 

grounds. Students will need to bring their escort to 

the College’s display at the Family Interest Pavilion and sign 

out with Mr Watt after 2:30pm on both Friday and Saturday. 

 New Chaplain 

As mentioned by Stephen Watt, earlier this month we               

interviewed someone to fill the role of College Chaplain. The 

person interviewed brings a wide range of experience and 

skills working with young people. I am pleased to announce 

that our new Chaplain is Sandra Blakiston and she will             

commence this Wednesday. She will be working two days one 

week and three the next. Further details will be provided in 

next week’s Chronicle. 

 

RESIDENTIAL SUPERVISOR - Sherri Flynn 

BASKETBALL -  Wed 26th February 

Wednesday evening the College 

teams were up against each other in 

the derby. Collegians were on the 

board early with good shooting from 

James Cronin. Rangers soon got their 

game going and with quick passing 

being a feature of their play and 

were 13 points up at the half. 

The second half was fairly even in play and scoring. To         

Collegians credit they held their own with only one sub              

available. In the end though, Rangers continued their good 

form to run out winners 40-25. Best players as selected by 

the coaches were Austin Shotter, Blake White, James Cronin 

and Jake Ogle. 

 

BASKETBALL - Thurs 27th February 

Thursday evening Rangers were up against Roxville who  

started well. Rangers lifted their intensity and by half time 

were three points up. The second half was played at a good 

pace and Roxville regained the lead. Rangers fought back 

bravely to get within one point, but with the clock running 

down, it wasn't their night. The final score was 27-30 in a 

close entertaining game. The coach cited a team effort as best 

players. 

Collegians game was called off early in the second half due to 

an unfortunate accident which saw an opposition player in-

jured and immediate medical attention was required. We 

wish the young lad a speedy recovery. 

I would like to thank Shivaune Arnold who nearly every week 

volunteers to help with scoring. 

 



  

HEAD OF CLASS - Gayelle Quartermaine 

OLNA preparation has been the focus 

in class this week. Mrs Vogel is doing 

an amazing job preparing students 

and easing nerves as we head into 

three weeks of testing.  

The OLNA testing will start from           

Period 1 on Tuesday so it is            

important that students return to 

class on time after the closed weekend. One test will be            

focused on each week:  

 Week 5 – Writing testing 

 Week 6 – Reading testing 

 Week 7 – Numeracy testing 

Year 10 students will sit the writing test during their usual 

English lesson on Tuesday afternoon. Year 11 and 12 students 

will be taken from class to sit the test in small groups. There is 

limited time available for makeup tests so it is crucial that 

students are at school for their scheduled tests. 

There has also been a lot of testing and submission of              

assessments this week as we approach the midpoint of the 

term. It is really interesting to see the topics being covered in 

class. Year 11 General English students have been studying 

the documentary Salam Neighbor about Syrian refugees and 

next week will start to create their own documentaries. 

The Year 10 classes have had a Science test this week on        

genetics. In Maths they have been ordering values in different 

formats and practicing number skills. They have started           

researching their hometowns in English so they can write 

feature articles over the next two weeks.  

The Plant classes have been looking at plant structure and 

function or soils this term with most classes having a topic 

test this week.  

Students have looked fantastic in uniforms this term, but as it 

starts to cool off, please ensure that your child has the correct 

pants as leggings and trackpants with big logos are not            

acceptable. 

 



FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson 

   
 
 Sheep Commercial: Shearing has 

commenced and we have Steve 

Thompson, Paul Hick and Mark 

Stanton here helping us with the 

student shearing and wool             

handler training.  

AWI have funded us for five days 

of wool training and five days of shearing training for 2020 

and AWI representatives will be here on Wednesday to see 

some in shed training.  

Sheep sales: 39 mixed, cull rams, wethers and lambs sold at 

Katanning for a total of $3375.45. 

Sheep Stud: Preparation and training of the Suffolk ewes 

and rams for the Wagin Woolorama is ongoing as well as    

student stewarding and judging training. 

Cattle: The 2020 Invitational Bull sale was held on Tuesday 

with 40 bulls on offer from seven vendors. 

The College has purchased two Angus bulls from Blackrock 

Angus stud for $6000 and $4000 held at the Boyanup sale 

yards. 

Poultry: Eggs are again in high demand so we will look to 

purchase another 50 hens to maintain our production needs. 

Workshop: JD6400 is being put back together after the         

replacement of the drive shaft and the small Fuso dual cab 

truck has a broken fan belt with a seized alternator. This is 

being repaired with some assistance from Mr Dewing. 

T6 and Tele handler has been serviced in town at Perkins       

Machinery. 

Puma and boom sprayer harness repairs and harvester        

annual service underway at Farmers Centre. 

Butcher shop: Mr Hough has purchased a small version 

smoker oven to trial value adding meat products. This is to be 

used as a trial before we invest large money for an industrial 

smoker oven. 

Mr Hough will require HACCP training.  

Cameron Brechin from the Corrigin meat works has been   

given permission from the Shire of Narrogin to undertake our 

meat inspections and as a result we have recommenced           

processing animals through the abattoir. 

Equine: Plans to sell Bliss are underway. 

All college horses have had their teeth done by a veterinary       

dentist.  

Plans for stage 2 of student’s yards are ongoing and                

deconstruction of old College pens behind the tack shed will 

commence soon. 

Cropping: Soil testing completed and the recommendations 

came through from CSBP last week. Helen Duncan will now 

provide advice on the process for application, in short we will 

require extra phosphorus across most of the cropping           

paddocks so discussions are currently around topdressing 

product prior to seeding with the normal application at             

seeding. 

Chemical shed - Silo Complex:  All seed silos have now                         

relocated to the new silo complex. 

Shows and Events: CNH have been here for two weeks     

training technicians from machinery dealers across the state 

in the use and management of guidance technology. 

Farm Manager Notes: Rain fall for 2019 so far is 307mm.    

Rainfall on Feb 13 - 23 mm on north block, rainfall Feb 24 - 9 

mm.  

Storm damage from Feb 13 was eco shelter roof blown off, 

approximately two km of fencing damaged by falling trees, 

water tank destroyed as relocated 200 meters away and now 

in flat pack. 

 

 

 

Brady Trappitt looking over some of the bulls on selection 

for the WA Invitational Bull Sale held on site 



  

ON FARM 

 

Great to see ex staff member Mr Kealley 

return to the College to check over his 

excellent work from 2019 



  

ON FARM 

 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

  Hi everyone  

Well another week is over and it 

is already the closed weekend, 

the term is going by very quickly. 

Over the weekend Mr Hare took 

some students to Collie for a 

shopping run and on Saturday 

night Mr McEllister took a group 

to the local speedway and sounds like they all had a great 

time. Mrs Dartnell and some girls made muffins that were 

enjoyed by all over the weekend.  

REACH 

Just a reminder if you could please enter who is taking your 

child home into the notes section and not in the host section.  

I would prefer if you did not add host to the system, this has 

been disabled but there seems to be a few getting through. 

YEAR 10 & YEAR 11 PREFECTS 

After the long weekend we will be taking nominations for our 

year 10 and 11 prefects, this is a great opportunity to be a 

part of the student leadership team and assist with positive 

changes and improvements around the college. 

AG WING CARNIVAL 

On the weekend of 13th & 14th March we will be taking a 

group of students to the Ag Wing Carnival in Harvey which is 

a great weekend of sports with the other four Ag Colleges. 

This event is held each year in Harvey and all that attend have 

a great time. Our numbers are low this year so if you could 

have a chat with your child and encourage them to attend 

that would be greatly appreciated and if you have any         

questions please contact me. I will be sending out permission 

forms this week. These are some of activities on offer -             

Indoor Cricket, Mixed Netball, Touch Rugby, Table Tennis, 

Fishing, Basketball, Croquet, Tenpin Bowling, Triathlon,            

Volleyball, Squash, Swimming, Tennis and Frisbee Golf. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I hope you all have a great weekend and I will see you all after 

3pm on Monday 2 March. 

Heather 

 

 

Photos from last year’s 

Ag Wing Carnival 



CONSTRUCTION - Mark Batt 

  The start of term one has proven to be 

busy with increased Year 10 numbers 

leading to three groups of Trades           

students, with two of these groups     

participating in the construction course 

this semester. 

The 10.2 class have been learning 

about Pythagorean Theorem (three, four, five rule) to set out 

a string line at a perfect right angle. The students also learnt 

about different paving styles and got together in groups to 

come up with a new design for an area in the Trade Centre. 

After choosing a design, preparing their site, compacting,            

levelling and screeding the sand, students laid the standard 

pavers in the chosen spiral pattern. This paving exercise         

contributes to the students completing the unit of               

competence CPCCCM1013A Plan and Organise Work. 

Meanwhile the 10.3 class are learning bricklaying                 

terminology such as; plumb, bed, butter, face brick, perp etc., 

how to set up a cement mixer and mix mortar using the        

correct ratios. The students were then required to construct a 

small brick wall with a focus on keeping the wall plumb and 

level. All students enjoyed this hands on task with some 

achieving great results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The start of term has been busy for the Year 11 cohort also 

with the class carrying out some construction tasks on farm. 

The old shearing shed required a new set of stairs, a doorway 

filled in, framing for a window and double doors hung in an 

existing frame. The students started by obtaining all the         

relevant measurements required for the above tasks, drawing 

a set of plans on sketch up and calculating all materials            

needed for the job. 

This week the students constructed the window frame and 

stud frame to fill in the old door way using 90mm x 35mm  

treated pine. Some of the tools used in this process included a 

pneumatic nail gun to nail the frame together and a drop saw 

to ensure all cuts to the treated pine were square and precise. 

The students carried out this task to a very high standard and 

showed a good understanding of the tools and materials    

required.  

This task links directly to two units of competency in the        

Construction course, CPCCCA2002B Use Carpentry Tools and 

Equipment and CPCCCA2011A Handle Carpentry Materials.  

 



PREFECT  - Katelyn Lansdell 

  Hello everyone, 

This week many students who are 

taking part in the sheep handling for 

the Wagin Woolorama have been 

getting into preparation.  Students 

say the leading has been              

progressing very well and they are 

excited for the show day. There will 

be various students competing in 

events at the Wagin Woolorama. The Wagin Woolorama is on 

the 6th and 7th of March. The school will be attending on the 

Friday and it will be a fun filled day! Good luck to all those 

competing.  

 

Ag Wing Carnival is coming up on the 3rd weekend of March 

(13th - 15th). It is great to see a number of students              

participating although it would be even better to have some 

more students interested. There are a range of sports         

involved, and it has always been considered a really great 

weekend. If any students are interested can you please put 

your name down on the list at the Duty Room.  

This week prefects have been organising designs of leavers 

uniforms. We have a final design ready for a rugby jumper 

and polo shirt. Hopefully we will be able to order them as 

soon as possible.  

I hope everyone enjoys the closed weekend.  

Thanks, Katelyn 

 

Further details on this job and others are 

available on the college website under the 

Current students tab or by clicking on the  

following link -  

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/
currentstudents/studentjobopportunities 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

FARM LABOURER POSITION   

NORTH OF CRANBROOK 

Looking to employ someone on a casual basis with a 

full time position available to the right person. We are 

a mixed 8000ha farm north of Cranbrook, more crop 

than sheep but a few cows in between.  

The right candidate will be required to work alongside 

us to operate all machinery associated with the          

cropping program and to help with sheep and cattle 

work year round. We are willing to teach all aspects 

and upskill the right person with licenses, certificates 

etc. A positive attitude, willingness to learn, ability to 

work as part of a team and a sense of humour is pretty 

important.  

Contact Theo 0418304548 or send your CV to 

theo@beeac.com.au  

 

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/currentstudents/studentjobopportunities
http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/currentstudents/studentjobopportunities
mailto:theo@beeac.com.au


  

EX STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 1 

Mon 2 Mar Students may return from Closed Weekend after 3pm 

Fri 6 Mar - Sat 7 Mar WAGIN WOOLORAMA 

Fri 13 Mar - Sun 15 Mar AG WING CARNIVAL 

Wed 8 Apr Year 11 RAC bstreetsmart excursion 

Thu 9 Apr Parent / Staff Interviews 

Fri 10 Apr END TERM 1 

 
  

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of 

the college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

 

               EGGS for sale   

Eggs $3/dozen available from admin.                                            

For large orders please contact the farm office - 

9881 9726 

         

 

 

 STUDENT WEEKEND FARM ROSTER 

SATURDAY / SUNDAY  

Week 5 

March  7th & 8th  

Brooke Bentley    Thomas Carroll 

Zac Coxon    William Day-Banner  

Week 6 

March 14th & 15th 

Iszac Cavanagh    Cameron Fox 

James Densham    Annie Dewar 

Week 7 

March 21st & 22nd 

Logan Corker    Jack Costa 

Harrison Dolan     

If you need to swap, please see Miss McDonald with 

the person you are swapping with.  


