
 

FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2020 

Year 11 student Braiden Tassone cleaning the header  



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

   
 
 Dear parents, carers and families,  

My article will be quite short this 

week as I spent the second half of 

the week accompanying the year 

12’s on their teambuilding camp. 

I am pleased to see a number of 

recreational and extra-curricular activities being offered to 

students to enrich their time at the college. In recent days, 

students have had the opportunity to sign up to                  

Stephen Michael sports umpiring and coaching courses, cattle 

and sheep show teams, in addition to the usual afterschool 

tutoring and workshop time offered by class and trades staff. 

I am pleased to report that we interviewed a prospective 

Chaplain who will take on a three day per week role with us. 

The successful applicant has a long history of involvement 

with youth in rural areas and Counselling qualifications which  

they have used in a variety of organisations. I am looking            

forward to them joining us and providing another level of 

care and support to our students. We hope to announce who 

our chaplain will be next week and after undertaking                  

Chaplaincy induction activities, they will be part of our team 

in early March. 

This week the year 12 Prefects met for the first time. Our   

intention is that the Prefect group manage their own meeting 

and will appoint a Chair and Secretary for the next meeting. 

Prefects join the Senior Staff meeting each week and provide 

a really important and valuable link between the student 

body and decision making mechanism of the college.            

Similarly, the Prefects, and therefore the students, have           

representation on the College Board. After the closed            

weekend this term we will seek nomination from year 10 and 

11 students to join the Prefect group to provide                         

representation from all year groups.  

My congratulations to Hayden Prosser who worked over this 

last weekend at the fires in Katanning. I am always impressed 

with young people who take on volunteer roles in their          

communities. I have not heard if any of our families in the 

area were affected by the fires. 

Thankyou to those parents/carers of new students who have 

completed the survey I sent you earlier this week. I will close 

the collector on Monday morning so I have access and review 

the responses. I would very much appreciate as many new 

parents/carers responding as possible to get as wide a view 

as possible. 

 

This week we announced our Dorm and Day Captains.        

Captains play an important role in being another point of         

contact for student support and enhancing student voice and 

involvement in school operations. Next Tuesday we will have 

a meeting with the Captains to discuss their role.                        

Congratulations to:  

 Tulloch – Claire Leusciatti          

 Williams – Katie Kempton 

 Rafferty – Alika Gould                 

 Thomson – Kris Edwards 

 Perkins – Caleb Keley                   

 Connelly – Kayden Mellow 

 Lewis – Hayden Prosser             

 McDonald – Lachlan Bradshaw  

 Day Captain – Nadia Naudé 

Year 10 parent/carer representation on the college Board. I 

currently have two nominations and will close off expressions 

of interest on Monday.  

An opportunity for a sponsored Leeuwin voyage has arisen 

this week. Eligible students must be between 14 and 25 years 

and live in an area of WA affected by low rainfall as defined in 

the following diagram. Please contact me if you are                

interested and I will forward all the information I have to you. 

 

 

 

  



ASSISTANT FARM MANAGER - Emily McDonald 

  This week we began calving with 

seven calves now on the ground.  

Yesterday Mr Hough and myself 

went to Boyanup to purchase two 

new stud sires from Black Rock        

Angus stud. We purchased Lot 5 for 

$6000, this bull is two years old bull 

and is sired by Millah - Murrah      

Loch - up. Lot 33 was purchased for 

$4000 and this bull is 12 months old and sired by Landfall 

Keystone. 

This week Mr Gooley and students have completed our 

drenching program of the merino sheep in preparation for 

shearing to begin next week.  

The WA Youth Cattle Handlers camp is now full and a waiting 

list is being made. 

Wagin Woolorama training will begin on Monday at 4pm for 

students competing in the sheep events and Wednesday for 

cattle students. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



  

TEACHER - Amy Corsini 

Year 11 ATAR Plant Production            

Systems 

To start the term this year in plants, 

we have been starting with Plant 

Structure and Function. Under this 

topic this covers the structure of 

stems, roots, leaves, flowers, fruit 

and seeds. As part of this, the class 

conducted a Stomata Peel.  

The Stomata are small pores or holes in the epidermis of a leaf 

surface that allow the diffusion of oxygen and water vapour 

out of the leaf, and the diffusion of carbon dioxide into the 

leaf.  

To conduct this activity, students collected a variety of leaves 

from plants around the class area and used a microscope, 

clear nail polish and sticky tape. A small square of nail polish is 

painted on the underside of the leaves, let dry and the sticky 

tape is put on the nail polish square then slowly pulled off and 

put on a microscope slide. When put under a high               

magnification on the microscope, the students could actually 

see these Stomata. This was a great way to connect the             

content being learnt in class with seeing the structure on a 

plant.  

 

 

Mackenzie Pape-Phillips using the microscope 

Microscope picture of a Dicot 

(Dicotyledon) plant leaf. 

These are slightly more 

rounded than those of a 

Monocot (see other picture). 

All of the circular shapes like 

those indicated are the         

stomata.  

Monocot (Monocotyledon) plant leaf. These are 

slightly more slanted and longer than those of a 

Di cot (see other picture). All of the circular 

shapes like those indicated are the stomata.   



STAFF UPDATE & APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITY 

  

 

 

Further details on this job and others are 

available on the college website under the 

Current students tab or by clicking on the  

following link -  

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/
currentstudents/studentjobopportunities 

Narrogin Observer Thursday 13 February 2020 

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/currentstudents/studentjobopportunities
http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/index.php/currentstudents/studentjobopportunities


AUTOMOTIVE - Allan Dewing 

  Year 10.1 Automotive students 

have started the task of              

disassembling two vehicles that 

have been supplied by speedway 

contacts in Narrogin, for future 

racing purposes. While completing 

this task, students learn valuable 

skills such as basic hand tool            

identification and hand skills, safe 

working practices, communication skills, identifying different 

types of bolts and fasteners and identification of vehicle    

components and their functions.  

The Year 10.2 cohort have started with a separate task,          

disassembling and assembling small engines, hopefully to   

running stage again, with similar aims. In the classroom, both 

groups are learning the theory component of safe working 

practices in a workshop, completing the unit of competency 

AURASA002 Follow safe working practices in an Automotive 

workplace.  

Year 11 students are completing the unit of competency        

AURAFA003 Communicate effectively in an Automotive             

workplace. This unit teaches students the importance and 

skills of good communication in the workplace and also          

addresses topics such as discrimination and workplace             

harassment. They have been putting these communication 

skills to the test in the workshop while disassembling engines 

from last year’s project cars. This task is also designed for new 

students to develop the basic hand skills as previously      

mentioned and also to gain a deeper understanding of engine                

components and their function. 

Year 12 students have started the unit of competency                 

AURTTA027 Carry out basic vehicle servicing operations and 

are busy in the workshop working on their cars, motorbikes 

and farm vehicles. 

 

Year 10 students 



   
  

Welcome to a new year at the College. 

Thankyou to those parents who have 

returned allowance forms and paid 

school fees. 

Could you please review the Boarding 

Away From Home Allowance (BAHA) 

forms that were posted home and return the form applicable 

to your situation as soon as possible so allowances can be 

applied. The two forms can be accessed at the following link -  

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/images/

pdf/2020studentinformation/2020%20baha%20agricultural%

20college%20special%20subsidy%20application%20form%20

-%20wacoa%20narrogin.pdf  

http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/images/

pdf/2020studentinformation/2020%20wacoa%20narrogin%

20baha%20application%20form.pdf  

Or 

www.narroginag.wa.edu.au / click on link on front page  -

2020 STUDENT INFORMATION  

Application forms for the Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS)

($235 Education Program Allowance and $115 Clothing          

Allowance) and the Abstudy Supplement Allowance (ASA) 

($79 Education Program Allowance) for parents/caregivers 

holding a Centrelink Healthcare, Pensioner Concession or a 

Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Card were emailed with the 

Charges and Contributions information last year.  A copy of 

these forms can be found on the College website at the    

following links— 

 SAS -     http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/images/

pdf/2020studentinformation/2020publicschoolsasapplication

form.pdf     

ASA - http://www.narroginag.wa.edu.au/images/

pdf/2020studentinformation/2020publicschoolabstudysuppl

ementallowanceapplicationform.pdf   

Or 

www.narroginag.wa.edu.au / click on link on front page -

2020 STUDENT INFORMATION  

 

An invoice and statement was posted home in January.  

Please refer to the statement for the closing balance. 

Invoices, statements and receipts will be posted home 

around every two months, and future invoices will include 

other optional items such as trips and other incidentals.  

 

Payments can be made by direct deposit, EFTPOS, cash, 

cheque or credit card over the phone.  

Our banking details are - 

Narrogin Agricultural College (CBA Narrogin) 

BSB - 066 522 

ACC - 00900281  

Please state your student name as the reference.  

The annual boarding fee of $8880.00 has been applied to 

boarding student accounts in full, however boarding fees can 

be paid in instalments and are due on the following dates: 

1st Instalment $2960.00 due now 

2nd Instalment $2960.00 due 28 April 2020 

3rd Instalment $2960.00 due 22 July 2020 (Has been split on 

the account due to the BAHA component.  The Boarding 

Away From Home Allowance of $1634.00 will be offset 

against the 3rd Instalment leaving a balance of $1326.00 to 

pay.) 

All other charges are due now. 

For any students claiming Assistance for Isolated Children 

where the payment is coming to the College, (as per our      

preference) the payments will be deducted off your account.  

Please provide the Centrelink entitlement statement as soon 

as possible with the Boarding Away From Home Allowance 

application form. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries 

jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au or 98819733. 

SCHOOLS SYSTEM SUPPORT OFFICER / FINANCE  -  Jill Norwell 
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EX STUDENT UPDATE 

   

It is always nice to hear from past families with their reflections on their time at the College 

and how well our graduates are doing.  



 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

COLLEGE EVENTS  
 

TERM 1 

Fri 28 Feb 9.30am P & C AGM and General Meeting  

 11am College Board Meeting 

 12pm P & C Sausage sizzle - All parents welcome 

 CLOSED WEEKEND - Students leave at lunchtime 

Mon 2 Mar Students may return from Closed Weekend after 3pm 

Fri 6 Mar - Sat 7 Mar WAGIN WOOLORAMA 

Fri 13 Mar - Sun 15 Mar AG WING CARNIVAL 

Wed 8 Apr Year 11 RAC bstreetsmart excursion 

Thu 9 Apr Parent / Staff Interviews 

Fri 10 Apr END TERM 1 
  

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of 

the college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

 

               EGGS for sale   

Eggs $3/dozen available from admin.                                            

For large orders please contact the farm office - 

9881 9726 

         

 

 

 STUDENT WEEKEND FARM ROSTER 

SATURDAY / SUNDAY  

Week 2 

February 15th & 16th  

Timothy Abbott   John Agnew 

Harrison Anderson   Aiden Hine 

Week 3 

February 22nd & 23rd 

Samson Annice   Shivaune Arnold 

Sydnee Bolt   Luke Brown  

Week 4 

March 29th & 1st 

 

CLOSED WEEKEND 

If you need to swap, please see Miss McDonald with 

the person you are swapping with.  


