
 

FRIDAY 2nd AUGUST 2019 



PRINCIPAL - Stephen Watt 

 

 

 Welcome to everyone to a new 

term. I was away last week so 

missed the first week of term. I 

spent three weeks in China and was 

amazed at the scope and scale of 

their thinking in modern and        

ancient times. Engineering works 

like the Great Wall are simply amazing especially considering 

how long ago they were built.  Even in terms of population, 

the scale is huge with some Chinese cities having larger           

populations than the whole of Australia. The crowds can       

certainly be disconcerting at times! China appears far more 

advanced than us with electric vehicles and scooters, and  in 

their use of mobile phones for managing their lives. With a 

growing middle class with increasing disposable income,        

Chinese are massive consumers of western products and 

there was no shortage of McDonalds and other fast food  

outlets. Travelling is a great way to find out about the world 

but also a great reminder that we are extremely fortunate in 

Australia!  

I hope everyone had a pleasant break and students have          

returned refreshed and enthusiastic. My thanks to the staff 

and students for their involvement in Country Week and the 

program back on site. Similarly my thanks to the staff for their 

engagement in the various professional learning activities in 

the first two days which included whole school numeracy and 

literacy improvement, assisting students with specific learning 

disabilities such as autism, functional behaviour, and STEM.   

Term three is a critical time for our year 12’s as they finalise 

their courses and learning programs. The motivation for most 

is to complete everything by the end of this term so they 

don’t have to return in term four. It is amazing the output 

from some students in this final couple of months compared 

to their previous couple of years!  

Whilst there is not a closed weekend this term there are a 

number of events to look forward to including Dowerin         

Machinery Field Day for year 12’s, Newdegate Field Day for 

10’s and 11’s, a residential camp out, Open Day and the 

Laverton trip. There is a free equine nutrition seminar that we 

will take interested students to on 27 August which Mr Mills 

will promote to students over the next week or so. 

Last term, Natasha Reynolds left us to pursue other                 

employment options and we have set some plans about how 

to replace her. In the meantime, Rod Frantom has returned to 

assist in meat processing and we are very pleased to have 

someone of his experience and calibre. Louise Eastwood is 

taking some well-deserved long service leave this second  

semester and her teaching is being covered by Jade Maiolo 

who has returned from her own leave.  

Have a good weekend 

Steve 

 

 

 

ALL YEARS COLLEGE YEARBOOK  

The 2019 whole college Yearbook is currently              

being compiled.  

The book is $30 and this cost can be placed onto 

your account.  

If you would like to order one please place your 

order by Friday 30th August.  

An order form was attached to the                             

College Chronicle dated 24th May or a copy            

can be picked up from admin or                     

emailed to you. 



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

 Semester 1 Attendance 

At the end of each term and              

semester, Senior Staff review the 

attendance of all students to             

determine strategies for those    

students whose attendance rate 

is below the minimum level of 90%. When a student has the 

minimum attendance rate, it equates to a ‘nine day           

fortnight’. The question is – if you were an employer, would 

you be happy if your staff only work nine out of ten days 

every fortnight? Most of us would say no. 

Looking at Semester 1 attendance rates, there was a small 

decline in attendance when compared to Semester 1 in 

2108. This has been due mostly to illness as students have 

been hit particularly hard with the flu this year. 

 

We understand that there are circumstances where it is  

unavoidable for students to be absent (illness, injury,           

funerals, etc). Where it is frustrating, is when parents enable 

their son/daughter to be away – trips to Bali mid-term, just 

letting them have a day off, taking them on shopping trips, 

to have hair appointments and because ‘no-one else will be 

at school’ to name a few.  

Thank you to those parents who actively support us with 

ensuring their son/daughter is here every day possible. 

When students are here, they have the best possible chance 

of achieving higher grades and more outcomes. 

This week letters have been sent home to families where 

their son/daughter has attendance below 90%. I wish to also 

acknowledge those families where they have made all 

efforts to improve their student’s attendance rate from term 

1 and it was pleasing to see that the majority of students 

with under 90% attendance improved in second term. If you 

would like to discuss this issue, please contact me. 

  Attendance Rate % 

Year Group 2018 2019 

10 95.2 92.1 

11 92.6 92.3 

12 90.9 90.9 

Overall Rate 92.7 91.7 

 

ON FARM 



HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

The Year 10 cohort have traded 

sides and are now trying out the 

two Trades they did not see last 

semester. All Trades areas have 

completed their safety inductions 

and are ready to commence their 

set tasks and units of competency. 

The Construction Year 10’s have been learning about paving 

and block laying. Students have been exposed to different 

paving patterns, preparation of paving sites, different tools 

and terminology used in the industry and finishing                      

techniques. This week the students prepped the site at the 

rear of Trades in order to lay pavers next week to display at 

this year’s Open Day. 

Automotive Year 10’s have been dismantling a Holden     

Commodore, learning about the different components of a 

vehicle, industry terminology and tools and equipment used 

within the Automotive industry. Dismantling a car is always 

good fun for the Year 10 students. The car shell will be         

handed onto the local Narrogin Speedway. 

Year 10’s in the Furniture Making course have been busily 

completing their designs for their single door cabinets in our 

software package SketchUp. Students have to model the            

cabinet using the three dimensional software, then export 

their set views into the sister program Layout, where they 

add view titles and dimensions to scale, so they have to scale 

drawings to work from in the workshop. 

Engineering students have been completing a set task          

producing a thread square. Whilst producing their thread 

square the students are exposed to various metal working 

tools and machines and their associated terminology.  

Congratulations to the Year 10 Trades cohorts, who have 

started the semester off with great attitude and a willingness 

to give everything a go! 

Congratulations also to the following students exhibiting and 

representing themselves and the college at the Western           

Australian Wood Show this weekend, we wish you the best of 

luck -  Tate Barrett                                                                           

 Lachlan Bradshaw                                                                     

 Leah Hardingham                                                                                       

 Jessica Martin                                                                                             

 Harrison Brown                                                                                

 Regan Wilson                                                                                 

 Damon Severin                                                                               

 Nicholas Woodhams                                                                                                 

 Darci Campbell. 
 

 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

Hi everyone 

Welcome back to term three. I 

hope everyone enjoyed their             

holidays. Students are settling 

back into residence well and apart 

from a couple of bumps in the 

road things are going smoothly.  

This term Mrs Haydock is doing a bit of a change to the          

cooking with the year 12s where they will be given a budget 

to organise their own menu and then cook it. They will also 

have the option of inviting another staff member along. This 

week I was lucky enough to be invited to join James Wasley, 

Ryan Brechin, Megan Dyson and Rosie Simpson for a lovey 

dinner of chicken enchiladas followed by apple pie and ice 

cream. It was a lovely meal and great company and we had a 

lots of laughs and I really enjoyed my night. I’m looking        

forward to hearing about the other student’s nights. 

This weekend Mr Haydock will be offering a trip to Carousel 

shopping centre in Perth. 

On the weekend of 31st of August - 1st September we will be 

organising a sleep over in the shearing shed and all students 

that are on site will be required to attend.  

LEAVE REMINDERS - When students are leaving or arriving 

back on site it is important that they sign out or in and see a 

staff member. 

When students are being collected it is very important that 

whoever is collected comes up to the Duty Room and are 

seen by staff as it is our “Duty of Care” to make sure that they 

are leaving with the person stated on their leave. 

When emailing in leave can you please make sure there is a 

return day and time. If there is a change to the return details 

can you please contact residence and inform the staff. 

WEEKEND SPORT - We are happy to take students in to play 

or spectate any sports that are held locally, but due to 

staffing in the weekends they are sometimes dropped off and 

picked up later so we do require a leave so we know that you 

are happy for them not to be supervised by us whilst there. 

At times we are able to take students to other games, for 

example,  in Williams or Wagin to spectate, but this depends 

on the numbers of students wishing to go and staff that are 

available on the day.  

Thank you all for your continual support. 
 

 



HEAD OF CLASS  - Sarjit Manez 

 Term 3 is a busy term for Class. We 

are proactively working  with getting 

students to hand in their                    

assignments on time and ask all  

parents for your support in also   

encouraging this. Your support is 

very much appreciated. 

Staff are also working with students who have to sit for the 

next round of OLNA. We have provided them with study 

booklets and enrolled Year 11s and 12s for online tuition 

through the OLNAWA website. Please ensure your child is 

present at the college to do these tests. There is a limited 

window for when OLNA Writing needs to be done. 

OLNA Dates at the College: 

OLNA Writing:       Week 7, 2nd – 4th September  

OLNA Reading & Numeracy:    Week 8, 9th – 13th September  

Extra Tuition 

Class facilitates extra tuition on Mondays (Ms Corsini & Ms 

Maiolo) and Tuesdays (Ms Corsini & Mr Gibbon) from 4 to 

5pm. This is open to all students who need assistance or want 

to excel in their courses. 

I run the ATAR Mathematics Applications course. I’m availa-

ble on Mondays from 4 to 5pm to all Year 11 and 12 ATAR 

Maths students who need some personal tutorial time. 

Please encourage your son/daughter to see me if they wish to 

attend this extra tuition for ATAR Maths. 

 

University Admissions Applications 

We are in the process of helping our Year 12 students who 

are planning to go to university to choose courses. We are 

assisting students to put their applications through a           

centralised centre, Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC). 

Please discuss with your child their options. 

Please feel free to contact me 

(Sarjit.manez@education.wa.edu.au) or Mr Argaet 

(Christopher.argaet@education.wa.edu.au) if you wish to 

discuss any matter.  

 

Helping a student with his university courses options. 

ON FARM 

mailto:Sarjit.manez@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:Christopher.argaet@education.wa.edu.au


RESIDENTIAL SUPERVISOR - Frank Haydock 

  Hockey week 2 term 3 

Another cold night at the Narrogin 

hockey turf. Collegians played first, 

and it was against the top team           

Falcons and what a great game it 

was. The heavy depleted Collegians team, gave up 2 first 

half goals and held steady in the second half, finally going 

down 3 nil. It was a great team effort seeing as they only 

had 1 sub due to 4 players being off “Good Standing” and 

therefore not permitted to play. 

 Next up was my team Rangers. We played against the          

second top team Eagles and were defeated 8 nil. The Eagles 

coach Joanne commented on how much we had improved 

as a team and on this I would have to agree. We have a 

number of first year players that have never played before 

and the team is showing great unity. Most of all they are 

enjoying themselves regardless of the score line; after all 

that is what sport should be about. 

 

Staying active this winter 

In the winter months, we all struggle to find the motivation to stay active. It is important that our children continue to be 
physically active even when it gets colder to stay fit and healthy.  

Physical activity has many benefits for children, including stronger muscles, better bone health, improving heart health, 
better mental health and increasing flexibility and coordination.  

Some ways to stay active this winter include: 

 Participating in winter team sports such as netball, AFL and hockey. 

 Rugging up and taking the dog for a walk – just because it’s cold doesn’t mean you can’t go outside. 

 Create an obstacle course inside the house.  

 Create an ‘active space’ for your children. This may include a basketball ring, hopscotch, indoor hockey nets or a dance 
floor.  

 Limit screen time to two hours or less per day. By doing this, children are much more likely to be active.  
 

Quick Tip 
Putting on an exercise video that you and your children can follow is a great way for your whole family to exercise together 
while not having to venture outside into the cold.  
 

Recipe Link 
Mac & Cheese Bake:  

https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/Filter/3?Keyword=%5B%22Winter%22%5D  

 

 

 

 

https://livelighter.com.au/Recipe/Filter/3?Keyword=%5B%22Winter%22%5D


 
College Accounts 

Just a reminder that the final                 

instalment of boarding fees was due on 

23 July 2019 and all accounts should be 

finalised unless a payment plan is in 

place.  

Please contact jill.norwell@education.wa.edu.au or 

98819733 if you have any queries. 

 

Payments can be made by direct deposit, EFTPOS, cash, 

cheque or credit card over the phone.  

Our banking details are - 

Narrogin Agricultural College (CBA Narrogin) 

BSB - 066 522 

ACC - 00900281  

Please state student name as the reference.  

 

SCHOOLS SYSTEM SUPPORT OFFICER / FINANCE  -  Jill Norwell 

 

 

Teens and SLEEP! 
Teenagers need about 9 -10 hours of sleep a night. 

Lack of regular sleep can take a toll on school work, sport and behaviour.  

The risk of emotional problems, such as depression, may also increase in teenagers who do not get enough sleep.  

What are the signs of not enough sleep?  

 difficulty waking up in the morning 

 inability to concentrate 

 falling asleep during classes 

 feelings of moodiness and even depression 

 

These steps may assist your teenager to start getting some more sleep: 

 Choose a relaxing bedtime routine e.g. bath and a hot milky drink before bed 

 Avoid loud music, homework, computer games, watching TV or other activities that gets the mind racing an hour before 

bedtime 

 Keep their bedroom dark at night. The brain’s sleep–wake cycle is sensitive to light. In the morning, being exposed to 

lots of light helps to wake up their brain 

 Do the same bedtime routine every night for at least four weeks, which helps the brain associate this routine with going 

to sleep 

 Then try 10 minutes earlier every week, until they have reached the preferred bedtime 

 Try to avoid staying up late on the weekends. Late nights will undo their hard work getting back into a good sleeping 

routine.  

 

Even getting an extra 30 minutes of sleep each night will make a difference. It may take six weeks of extra sleep before they feel 

the benefits. 

To get further advice contact your school’s WACHS Wheatbelt Community Health Nurse or for more information visit http://

raisingchildren.net.au/sleep/teen_sleep.html.  

 

 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/sleep/teen_sleep.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/sleep/teen_sleep.html


 

                   FOR SALE 

EGGS   Due to an oversupply, eggs are $2/dozen until further notice 

   and are available from admin. For large orders please  

   contact the farm office 9881 9726 

CHOOKS  $5 each - Please contact the farm office to order 9881 9726 

 

 

LINE BORING APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITY 

Job Description: Manual machinist/Line borer 

TECHMECH specializes in onsite machining in the Perth metro area,       

mainly in the following suburbs; Kewdale, Welshpool, Forrestfield 

and Guildford with potential onsite work.  

Carrying out line boring in the following sectors; mining, oil and gas,  

power stations, civil works and agriculture.  

The successful applicant will work in a team and do individual jobs 

as required. They will need to be well presented, honest and         

reliable.  

Job tasks and responsibilities:  

- Client liaison  

- Measuring and setting up specific jobs  

- Machining to strict tolerances  

- Welding (Mig/Stick)  

- Reading and interpreting drawings  

- Finishing each job to an extremely high standard  

- Efficient  

- Excellent work ethic  

- Attention to detail  

- Ability to work individually or with others  

- High level of initiative  

Required:  

- Current driver’s license  

I am chasing a keen young worker willing to learn with good                  

communication skills. Working 12 hour days so there is plenty of         

overtime and potential to be sent up north on the mines if            

interested. Good pay rate and will be put through required training.  

If interested, please contact TECHMECH directly.  

Jake Belli  Director of TECHMECH   

Email: admin@techmech.net.au  Phone: 0428 764 891  

VacSwim 
You can now enrol your children in VacSwim swimming              

lessons for the October school holidays.   
 

With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the WA      
lifestyle, it’s important your children are safe in the water. 

  
Programs are available for children from five to 17 years and 
cater to all skill levels – from beginners to those doing their 

Bronze Medallion. They are being offered at pool venues 
across the State. 

 
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at                                         

education.wa.edu.au/swimming 
 

http://education.wa.edu.au/swimming


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

TERM 3 

Fri 16 August P & C Meeting commencing at 2pm 

Wed 28 - Thur 29 August Dowerin Field Days (Fencing team on Wed, Yr 12s on Thur) 

Fri 30 August College Board Meeting 9am 

Sat 31 Aug - Sun 1 Sept Compulsory Residential Camp (for those students onsite) 

Wed 4 - Thur 5 Sept Newdegate Field Days (Years 10 & 11 attend Thur) 

Fri 20 Sept OPEN DAY 9am - 3pm 

Thur 26 Sept Farm Skills 

Fri 27 Sept End of Term 3 
 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of 

the college website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER 

 

2019 ATAR EXAM TIMETABLE 

VENUE - NARROGIN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

  DAY DATE START TIME 9:20AM 

WEEK 1 

  

Thursday 31 October PPS: Plant Production Systems 

Friday 1 November ENG:  English 

WEEK 2 

  

Monday 4 November APS:  Animal Production Systems 

Thursday 7 November MMA:  Mathematics Applications 


