
 

FRIDAY 14th AUGUST 2020 



PRINCIPAL - Melissa Walker 

   
 
 
Dear College families 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 

This week one of our valued         

members, Malcolm Talbot, of the 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 

(AAC) retired. At our meeting on 

Tuesday 11th August the committee 

thanked Malcolm for his welcomed advice and guidance in 

the operations of our farm enterprise. Malcolm was             

chairperson for three of the seven years he was on our AAC 

and represented the College at the Combined Agricultural 

Advisory Committee (CAAC) where he was influential in         

promoting and securing agricultural education opportunities 

for our young people. The College community is grateful for 

Malcolm’s leadership, innovative thinking and commitment to 

ensuring that our students have had the best learning             

opportunities due to our highly effective farm enterprise. We 

wish Malcolm all the best! 

The AAC is an integral part of our school.  The members of 

this committee are invited by the Minister of Education,             

Honourable Sue Ellery.  The role of the AAC is to provide         

industry advice to our College on matters affecting the          

management and operation of the farm enterprise.              

WA College of Agriculture – Narrogin has members with a 

wide breadth of farming expertise within our Agricultural   

Advisory Committee.  They include: 

 Harley Bairstow  

 Geoff Ballard 

 Veronika Crouch 

 Graeme Dent 

 Doug Giles 

 Sarah Hyde 

 Alison Lacey 

 Pierre Maartens 

 Stephen Madson 

 Emily McDonald 

 Geoff Perkins 

 Teresa Rafferty 

 Don Thomson 

 Antony Ward 

 Helen Wyatt 

At our meeting this week many areas of our farm operations 

were discussed.  This committee provided valuable advice to 

our farming operations.  I cannot thank Mr Stephen Madson, 

Farm Manager, Ms Emily McDonald and Mr Antony Ward, 

Assistant Farm Managers enough for their effective                  

leadership of our farm. Coupled with the commitment of our 

Technical Officers the farm team ensure that the education of 

our students is the first priority as it is embedded in effective 

farm and enterprise practices.  

Ag Social Evening 

The student leadership team organised a really great social 

opportunity for our students with the Narrogin Residential 

College students on Wednesday 13th August.   

Thanks to Mrs Jacyln Shotter and Mrs Sharon Ward who gave 

up their time to make gourmet pizzas for all of the students. 

They were delicious! Mrs Haydock made s’mores for          

everyone to enjoy as dessert.  Thanks, Mrs Haydock!  

Thanks to the Prefects, Katelyn Lansdell, Lucy Ward, Harrison 

Brown, Tate Barrett, Austin Shotter, Sammantha Perry, Annie 

Dewar and Patrick Morgan for organising this social event for 

everyone.  Thanks to all the staff who helped them plan and 

implement this fun night! 

The canola is in bloom! In our southern paddock we have a 

crop of canola that is looking magnificent adding a beautiful 

splash of yellow to our horizon. The farm is looking wonderful 

after the much needed widespread rain. I hope all of our 

farming parents and partners received their fair share. 

Kind regards 

 

Melissa 

 
                                                                    

  



Yr. 11 Materials, Design +            

Technology  

Term 3, Week 4   

The Year 11 Materials, Design 

and Technology cohort have been 

busily working away at this          

semester’s main assessment task. 

The assessment task required the 

students to design a product manufactured out of their          

context material (timber or metal), incorporating another 

material from outside of their context area i.e. plastic,            

textile, glass, resin etc. 

Pictured are some of the student’s projects in the                       

manufacturing stages. Once all student projects are              

completed, the students will undergo an evaluation process 

to reflect on their practice and quality of the final product. 

HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

 

Blake White 

Callum Greig 

Byron Painter 

Mitchell Turner 

Nathaniel Dewar 



Farm Manager Report 14.8.20 

Farm section summary: 

Sheep Commercial: Crutching of 

ewes will commence Friday. 

Sheep Stud: All look terrific, 

there is already some early            

interest from buyers for rams. 

Cattle: Strip grazing trial of seeded clover and over sown 

oats has worked well in our classroom paddock. 

Poultry: Gutters and new roofing tin replacement is being 

put on by contractors. 

Horticulture: Aquaponics projects are going well. The         

Certificate III students are monitoring their water quality and 

fish daily. 

Workshop: A new external door has been made for the 

farm workshop, people can now access the toilet facility 

without having to pass through the workshop works area. 

Fencing: Mr Frantom, Mr Rae and  students are replacing all 

the fencing on Tarwonga Road from standpipe in south 1 to 

Lavater Road.  

 

Cropping: Plant tissue testing was completed on                

Wednesday and results will indicate if nitrogen top up is     

required for our cereal crops. 

Farm Improvements: 30ft MacDon swather now onsite and 

undergoing cosmetic improvements and ensuring all           

components work well.  

New eco shelter cover now fitted. 

Comb for Esperance header arrived Monday. 

Farm Manager Notes:  

Year 12 students are progressing well through competencies 

and most have completed approximately 80% on Certificate 

II. Over the last three Thursdays we targeted those students 

that needed a push and the results now coming through are 

quite pleasing. 

South Regional TAFE have been here training Certificate III 

students in advanced wool handling (Rob Carter). 

2020 Trust allocation – Request new cattle yards for 2021 is 

on the list for 2021. 

Rainfall:  Month to date – 32.5mms   

Year total to date – 277.1mms 

Thanks Stephen Madson - Farm Manager 

FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson 

 

RESIDENTIAL SUPERVISOR - Frank Haydock 

Hockey week 5 

This week saw us starting our split 

rounds of hockey with  the              

Collegians team playing on              

Monday against Falcons and it was 

a tight game between two very 

evenly matched teams. The score was all tied up at half time 

and the  teams slogged it out for the remainder of the second 

half until Lachy Bradshaw put away the decider. Collegians                        

ran out victors 3 -2. Goal scorers were Austin Shotter 2 and 

Lachy Bradshaw 1. 

Thursday night was a good old fashioned derby. Collegians 

played against our new team Panthers. The Panthers are  

predominantly a year 10 team and due to  illness and injury 

they were very short of numbers on the night only having 

nine  on the field. A big thankyou to Austin Shotter for           

offering to come over and help the Panthers out, meaning we 

could play 10 versus 10 and Brooke Bentley (who hasn’t been 

well) to come out on a cold night to play. Collegians ran out 

victors once again 7 -1, but this didn’t reflect the endeavour 

or the spirit in which the game was played. Well done           

Panthers on a stellar effort. 

Once again Mrs Sharon Ward made us hot roast beef and 

gravy rolls. Mrs Ward does this off her own back and it is 

greatly appreciated by all the players and spectators. Thanks 

once again Sharon! A big thank you also goes to our Principal, 

Ms Walker, for coming down and watching the game and also 

for helping out and serving the rolls. The students love to 

have this support and it keeps them coming back each year. 

 



RESIDENTIAL MANAGER - Heather Rae 

Hi everyone 

On Wednesday night students            

enjoyed a social evening at the fire 

pit with students from the              

Residential College where we         

enjoyed pizzas, chips and s’mores. 

We were lucky enough to have 

Mrs Shotter and Mrs Ward come 

in and cook us some amazing wood fire pizzas which were 

enjoyed by all and Mrs Haydock and Mrs Milne made us 

some awesome s’mores for dessert. The night was enjoyed 

by all and we look forward to doing it again. A huge thank 

you to Mrs Shotter, Mrs Ward and all the staff who helped 

out on the night. 

 

Last weekend Mrs Dartnell and a group of students headed 

off to Mandurah for some shopping and time out.  

Just a quick reminder regarding leave  

It is important when leave is entered that it has all the             

information required in it. 

 Leave and return dates and times 

 Who is collecting 

 If a student driver is taking another student, we need 

permission from both sets of parents 

 Students who have vehicles onsite cannot have day 

leave to self-drive out unless arrangements have been 

made with senior staff 

 Also, it is important for students to check in with staff 

when signing out and in and the person who is           

collecting them must come to the Duty Room so we 

know they are with the right person. 

This will assist with less calls home on a Friday afternoon and 

for the entering of leave. 

I do understand that there are issues with REACH and this is  

something we are working on at the moment. 

Thank you  

Heather and the residential staff 

 

 

Thank you  



SOCIAL NIGHT PHOTOS (Continued) 



ON FARM 

  
 
  



ON FARM 

  
 
   



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

  
Indian Presentation 

On 29 July we had a theme night at the 

College with an Indian tea and India 

presentation. 

Thank you to all those students who got 

in to the swing of it and dressed up (and 

down). The theme for this was ‘come as 

anything you please’. 

We had all sorts; Mexicans, Arabians, Indians, best dressed 

and casual, army, even pyjamas. Thank you to those students 

who made an extra effort and dressed up – I saw those nice 

slacks boys. We even had a sound effect category with a         

student having a twist on the India theme thinking Cowboys 

and Indians, with an Indian war cry. Congratulations to Kyle 

Hall who celebrated his birthday and of course we all sang 

Happy Birthday to him too. Thank you to the residential staff 

who helped on the night. 

Thank you to the cooks who did a wonderful job with a       

special menu of Butter Chicken, Curry and Rice, cheesy Naan 

bread, then students choice of desserts (not Indian) of sticky 

date pudding with ice cream and chocolate mousse, followed 

by potato chips and cool drinks.  

 

Stockton -            

wearing traditional 

Arabian headwear 

Emma and Hannah - Best dressed 

Samson and Mitch (the red dot duo) with Mrs B  

  Continued on next page 

Katelyn dressed in an Agricultural theme and 

Leah and Alika neat casual 

Hayden and Connor - the Mexicans 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) (Continued) 

  
Eight years ago I travelled to India with the Leprosy Mission 

to learn about the Bankura Training Centre where students 

learnt a trade, mechanics, computer, welding, electrical and 

tailoring. These were all families affected by leprosy who 

were now given the opportunity to turn their lives around, 

getting an education with the promise of work once they 

graduated. 

Computing class 

Mechanics 

Welding class 

Tailoring class 

Electrics class 

Under the bus and fixing it 

Continued on next page 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) (Continued) 

  
While we often think of poverty as meaning to live with little, 

the true symptom of poverty is being powerless.  

Students were so grateful to be getting an education. They 

taught me joy truly does comes from within. It is not about 

what you have or what you can achieve, it is about believing 

things can be different with hard work, being grateful for the 

little you have, being content, and valuing relationships with 

each other.   

Students affected by leprosy that would have had to live a life 

as a beggar, instead had their lives turned around learning a 

trade with the promise of work and a better life for them and 

their families.  

They didn’t seem to have much in our eyes, but there was an 

inner joy and peace about them; they were so happy and full 

of hope for the future. 

I showed the students the amazing Banyan Tree – also in the 

Guinness Book of Records. What looks like a forest is actually 

one tree. The branches send down roots and it just keeps 

spreading. 

The Great Banyan tree near Kolkota (formerly Calcutta),   

over 5 acres  and more than 250 years old 

Rice for tea 

Work in extreme conditions 



EX STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Stephen Keatley attended the College in 2004/2005 and is a regular visitor to the College in his role as a                                            

wool and livestock agent. 



EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

MAIN ROADS WA 

REGIONAL ENGINEERING ASSOCIATE TRAINEESHIP              

PROGRAM 2020/21 

Main Roads are offering an Regional Engineering Associate 

Traineeship  Programme.  

This offers an incredible opportunity for students to begin 

a rewarding career with Main Roads, this  also enables 

potential students to stay in the local area. 

This is a  two year programme and applications                        

open 28 August and close 14 September. 

Please click on the link below  to give you more of an idea 
of the traineeship programme.   

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/about-main-roads/
working-with-us/students-graduates/ 

FARM HAND POSITION 

Farm  - South Merredin 

10000 acres broad acre cropping and            
merino sheep 

Potential for full time employment 

If interested contact -                                               
Kylie Noble 0432494424 

ASSISTANT FARM HAND POSITION 

Merino sheep farm east of Pingelly. 

Currently seeking additional help on the farm to work       
alongside the caretaker who lives on the farm. 

Looking for someone who would like to live-in or assist            
part-time and on weekends.  

Happy to offer the position as an internship for work                 
experience or as an employee with a paid position –            

depending on the student’s suitability and experience. 

Contact Summer Penton on 0408 831 261 or                                    
humanresources@pascoes.org 

 

These positions and more are also available to view 

on the College’s website page -  

Click on  “Current Students” and then                                     

“Student Job Opportunities” 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainroads.wa.gov.au%2Fabout-main-roads%2Fworking-with-us%2Fstudents-graduates%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cac9f47d670f9495f46c708d83d93aa5c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainroads.wa.gov.au%2Fabout-main-roads%2Fworking-with-us%2Fstudents-graduates%2F&data=02%7C01%7CWendy.Hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cac9f47d670f9495f46c708d83d93aa5c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76


INFORMATION 

   

APPRENTICESHIPS – NEWMONT BODDINGTON GOLD 

At Newmont we help our employees to grow and develop skills that can be used throughout their careers and we are 

committed to investing in apprenticeships. 

Newmont Boddington is currently seeking motivated and reliable individuals who are eager to start a rewarding mining 

career in the following positions from February 2021: 

 Apprentice Heavy Duty Plant Mechanics (2 positions) 

 Apprentice Auto Electrician (1 position) 

 Apprentice Boilermaker (1 position) 

 Apprentice Mechanical Fitters (2 positions) 

 Apprentice Electrical Instrumentation Fitters (2 positions) 

In order to be considered for a role you must submit a resumé and complete all pre-screening questions in your              

application. 

To apply visit:  

https://jobs.newmont.com/job/Boddington-Apprenticeships-Newmont-Boddington-Gold-WA/663847000/ 

Applications close Wednesday 19 August 2020 

REMINDER 

Baby & Year 1 photos for                                           
Graduation & Yearbook 

Due ASAP 
 

College Yearbook 
Orders due by Friday 28th August 

 
Year 12 Leavers USB Order Form 

Due Friday 4th September 
 

Leavers USB Order Form  
(included in this College Chronicle) 

Due by Friday 4th September 
 

College Ball 
Forms and payment due by                                         

Friday 4th September 
 

College Ball P & C Parent Dinner 
Meal order & payment due by                                     

Friday 4th September 

https://jobs.newmont.com/job/Boddington-Apprenticeships-Newmont-Boddington-Gold-WA/663847000/
https://www.newmontgoldcorp.com/


 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 

P: 9881 9700  F: 9881 9754 

College email: Narrogin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

College Residential email: Narrogin.wacoa.residential@education.wa.edu.au 

College Administration email: Narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: www.narroginag.wa.edu.au 

Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

 

TERM 3 

 27 August  College Board meeting - 10am 

 27 August  CLOSED WEEKEND Students leave at lunchtime 

 30 August  Students return after 3pm 

 31 August - 2 September  Writing OLNA 

 31 August - 4 September  Year 12 WPL 

 31 August - 25 September  Reading & Numeracy OLNA 

 10 September  College Photo Day 

 18 September  OPEN DAY  

 25 September  College Ball    -    END of TERM                                                                                                                                     

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the College 

website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

               EGGS for sale   

Eggs $3/dozen available from admin.                                            

For large orders please contact the farm office - 

9881 9726 

         

 

 

STUDENT WEEKEND FARM ROSTER 

 Saturday | Sunday 

15th & 16th August Jade Hutton | Chantelle Evans 

Tim Abbott | John Agnew 

22nd & 23rd August Joe Murnane | Colby Wisewould 

Aiden Hine | Brooke Bentley 

29th & 30th September CLOSED WEEKEND 

5th & 6th September Liam Blechynden | Ben Coonz 

Logan Corker | Thomas Carroll 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YEAR 12 ONLY 

2020 LEAVERS USB ORDER FORM 
 

YEAR 12 LEAVERS USB 2020    $30.00 
(The cost will be placed onto your account - please tick the box to order) 
 
The USB will include: 
 

 YEAR 12 STUDENT AWARDS CEREMONY  

 THE LEAVERS VIDEO – including student photo slideshow 
 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Name: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ 

 
 
 

PLEASE FAX or EMAIL ORDER 

BACK TO THE COLLEGE 

by Friday 4th September 2020 

Fax: 9881 9754 
 

Email: narrogin.wacoa.admin@education.wa.edu.au 
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Term 3, 2020   (as of 13/08/20)      
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Wk 1 

20 July 
Whole Staff 
PD 
 
Student free day 

21 Whole Staff 
PD, morning 
Parent/Staff 
interviews 
12.15 – 3pm  
Students 
return after 
3pm 
 

22 
Classes 
commence 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 

Wk 2 
27 28 29 30 31 1 August 2 

Wk 3 
3 August 4 5 

 
Wellness Day 

6 7 
AG 

PRINCIPALS 
MEETING 

8 9 

Wk 4 
10 August 11 

 

Ag Advisory 
 

12 13 14 15 16 

Wk 5 
17 August 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Wk 6 

24 August 25 26 27 
CLOSED 
WEEKEND 
Students leave 
at lunchtime 
COLLEGE 
BOARD 
MEETING 10am 

28 
School 
Development 
Day 

29 30 
Students 
return 
3pm 

Wk 7 

31 August 
 

Yr 12 WPL 
Yr 11 Short 
Courses 

OLNA 
WRITING 

1 September 2 3 4 5 6 

Wk 8 

7 September 
 
 
OLNA 
READING 

8 9 
 

 

10   MSP 
College 

Photo Day 

11 12 13 

Wk 9 

14 September 
 
 
OLNA 
NUMERACY 

 

15 
Ag Advisory - 
tbc 

16 
Open day 
prep 
 

17 
 

18 

OPEN 
DAY 

19 20 

Wk 10 

21 September 
Yr 12 General 
Final 
Assessment 
OLNA,reading 
or numeracy  

22 
 
 

23 Yr 12 
General Final 
Assessment 

Yr 12 student 
formal dinner 

24 
 

25  
Yr 12 student 
breakfast  
 

College Ball  
 

End of term 3 

26 
 

27 

 
28 September 
Queen’s B’day 
Public holiday 

29 30 1 October  2 3 
 

4 

 
5 6 

 
7 8 9 10 

 
11 
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Term 4, 2020   (as of 13/08/20  
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Wk 1 

12 October 
 

Staff PD Day 
 

Pupil free day 
 

2pm – P & C 
meeting 

 

Students return 
after 3pm 
 

13 
 
Classes 
commence 

 

14 15 16 
 
 
 
Yr 12 ATAR 
Exams 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 

Wk 2 

19 October 
 
Yr 12 ATAR 
Exams 

20 
Yr 12 results 
appeal 

21 
Yr 12 ATAR 
Exams 

22 23 
 
Yr 12 ATAR 
Exams 

24 25 

Wk 3 

26 October 27 28 29 30  

Year 12 
Awards Day 
 
AG PRINCIPALS 
MEETING 

31 1 November 

Wk 4 

2 November 
 
ATAR EXAMS 

3 Yr 11 ATAR & 
General Exams 

4 
 
 
Ag Advisory 

5 Yr 11 ATAR & 
General Exams 

6 Yr 11 ATAR 
Exams 

7 8 

Wk 5 

9 November 10 Yr 11 ATAR 
& General 
Exams 

11 12 Yr 11 
General Exams 

13 
Year 11 

Awards Day 
(tbc)  

14 15 

Wk 6 

16 November 
Yr 11 WPL 
 

17 Yr 10 
Exams 

18 19 Yr 10 
Exams 

20 Yr 10 
Exams 

21 22 

Wk 7 

23 November 
Yr 11 WPL 
 

24 Yr 10 
Exams 

25 26 Yr 10 
Exams 

27 
Final Day for 
Yr 11 
students 

28 29 

Wk 8 

30 November 
Year 10 Camp 
 
Yr 11 Results 
appeal 

1 December 2 3 4 
 

Year 10 
Awards Day 
(tbc) 
 

5 6 

Wk 9 

7 December 
 
Yr 10 WPL 
 

8 9 10  11 12 13 

Wk 10 
14 December 
 
Yr 10 WPL 
 

15 16 17 Students          
End of  term 4 

18 Staff  
End of  
term 4 

19 20 

 

 
Holidays - students return 2021 Monday 1 February 
Admin Staff return – 2021 Wednesday 27 January 

Teachers return – 2021 Thursday 28 January 
 

 


