
 

FRIDAY 12th MARCH 2021 



Dear families and friends 

Communication 

Effective Communication is an enormous 

challenge for all schools.  I encourage 

parents to read the News and Events 

section on the website. Here you will find 

the College Chronicle (newsletter), upcoming events, Annual 

Report and Student Lunch Sheet.  Like many other schools we 

rely on regular electronic parent updates to communicate 

essential information to parents. The Chronicle is distributed 

via Facebook, our website and Compass, every fortnight; 

previous copies are also available on the website. We are 

gradually moving to have all excursion documentation 

shared, via Compass and although there have been some 

minor issues setting this up; we seem to have this in hand and 

encourage you to give permission via Compass rather than 

calling, as verbal permissions cannot be accepted for some 

activities. 

Wagin Woolorama 

On Friday and Saturday, our students attended the Wagin 

Woolorama, to compete in a variety of events. They returned 

with numerous ribbons and took feedback from the judges, 

well. It was great to see many past students and hear their 

stories about their time spent at the College. Again, our 

students conducted themselves in a responsible manner and 

comments from the public regarding our students attire and 

behaviour was very positive. 

Hair 

I am requesting your support to address an issue regarding 

the choice of style and maintenance of student hair. The 

College has a number of high risk areas e.g. Trades and Farm, 

where students are required to have hair tied neatly back if it 

falls below the collar or is long enough to obstruct their 

vision. The ‘Mullet and Frullet’ hair styles that have become 

increasingly popular at the College, have unfortunately 

become an issue as students are refusing to follow teacher 

directions to tie their hair back. These ‘longer’ hair styles also 

require a greater deal of attention to maintain a neat and tidy 

appearance. Students are expected to keep hair clean and 

brushed, demonstrating they take pride in their appearance 

as a student of WACoA-Narrogin. From Term 2, students who 

have chosen these hair styles will be expected to have their 

hair tied back for all practical lessons and to maintain it in a 

neat and tidy manner.  Please reinforce these expectations 

with your child. 

College Board Meeting 

Our first College Board meeting was held on Friday 26th 

February. There will be a letter sent out to all Year 10 parents 

calling for nominations to sit on the Board, next week.           

Mr Argaet presented the new Alcohol and Drug Policy,            

Mr Pascoe and Ms Sjollema presented our academic data 

from 2020 and led a discussion on our future improvement 

plan. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 4th June at 

12pm. 

P&C 

The P&C met on Monday 1st March for the AGM and General 

meeting.  Thank you to those parents who volunteered to 

take on Executive positions. Staff put forward proposals for 

resources and projects, the committee have approved several 

purchases and are waiting on quotes for additional items on 

their list. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday 4th June, 

following the College Board meeting. 

Agricultural Advisory Committee Meeting 

The Ag Advisory committee met on Tuesday 9th March.  

Topics on the agenda included updates on the crop plan for 

2021, individual success at Woolorama and 2020 harvest 

yields.  Thank you to Graeme Dent for chairing the meeting 

on behalf of Doug Giles. Several members nominated to 

continue with a further term of membership, this was 

supported by the committee and a request letter will be sent 

to the Minister on their behalf. 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL - Clare Roser 

 



Term 1 Progress Reports 

At the end of term, each student 

will receive a progress report 

outlining how they are going in 

Class, Trades, Farm and Residence 

(for residential students). Each area 

will report on progress (ranging from excellent achievement 

to cause for concern), ABE values (Attitude, Behaviour and 

Effort) relevant to that area and whether an interview with a 

parent is required. Links for these reports will be emailed 

home on the last day of term. 

Parent, Teacher and Student Interviews 

The first Parent, Teacher and Student Interview afternoon will 

be held at the end of Week 1 Term 2 (Friday 23rd April) 

commencing at 12:15pm. Parents/Carers are able to book an 

appointment with staff to gain further progress information. 

If staff indicate the need for an interview in the Progress 

Reports that will come out at the end of term, I ask that you 

book a meeting time with that staff member. The booking 

app will be available from Monday 22nd March and remain 

open to Wednesday 23rd April. Bookings are for six minute 

time  slots. Please look for the instructions in the next 

Chronicle. 

Woolorama 

There was a greater level of interest from future students and 

families on both days. It is pleasing to see that families are 

now looking further in to the future about education options 

and this is resulting in more students applying for future 

years. I would like to congratulate the students who attended 

on both days as we received many positive comments about 

their uniforms and how they conducted themselves on the 

days. 

Future Student Interviews 

We started interviewing students for places in 2022 this 

week. Each of the Agricultural Colleges has accepted a 

common approach to the interview and selection of students. 

Students will be interviewed using the same format and 

questions, and from this they will be ranked. In week 2 Term 

2, Week 11 Term 2 and Week 10 Term 3, students who meet 

the selection criteria will be offered a position for 2022. 

Students who do not meet the requirements will be asked for 

a better report to enable them to be placed onto the waitlist. 

If you have any queries about this new process, please 

contact either Clare Roser or myself. 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Mark Pascoe 

 

We are over the half way mark for Term 

1 and students have been very busy in 

the class area. Most students have 

completed and submitted assessments 

for each subject at this point and are 

managing to juggle the work load, along 

with the range of extracurricular 

activities offered through the College, which is great to see.  

Mr Argaet and myself are making the effort to meet with 

each Year 10 student and have a chat about how they are 

settling in to the College. Thus far these interviews have been 

positive and students are happy and enjoying the mix of class, 

trades and farm offered here.   

In order to further support our students with their learning, 

the class staff are providing weekly scheduled study sessions. 

Staff members are available every Tuesday afternoon in the 

class area, after school, plus most Monday nights during prep 

time. Any student who would like some additional support, 

tutoring or assistance with assessments is more than 

welcome to attend either of these sessions.  

The Year 11 and 12 ATAR students were given the 

opportunity to participate in a Study Skills workshop with 

Elevate Education several weeks ago and as a result, the Year 

12 ATAR students are implementing a student led study 

session each Thursday evening to apply a collaborative 

approach to revision and to support each other through the 

challenges associated with this year.   

OLNA continues with Numeracy testing occurring in week 7. 

Mrs Vogel and Mrs Whyte are doing an amazing job preparing 

students for these tests and encouraging students to do their 

best. Thus far students have been incredibly mature in their 

approach to OLNA and staff have been impressed with their 

positivity and work ethic this round.  

 
 

HEAD OF TEACHING AND LEARNING - Leanne Sjollema 

 



Year 10 Furniture Making   

The Year 10.1 cohort have been working 

hard in the workshop in the past few 

weeks. They have designed and costed a 

picture frame each with an inlay of their 

selected timber. The majority of students 

have chosen to use native Australian 

Jarrah with a small group of students electing to use Meranti, 

a timber grown on various islands in south-east Asia. The 

frames have all been glued up, sanded back and finished with 

lacquer.  

This week we start to introduce the 10’s to our 3D modelling 

software package SketchUp Pro. Students will begin to design 

their blue tooth speaker with the modelling space. Next week 

they will take their 3D model and export it to our working 

plan software Layout. This allows students to construct their 

project in a virtual space, ironing out any problems and areas 

of improvement before construction begins. At the end of the 

design process all students will have a set of to scale working 

drawings which they will take into the workshop to build. 

I have been very impressed with the 10.1’s work ethic and 

attitude towards the Furniture Making course, great work. 

 

 

HEAD OF TRADES - Mitchell Wray 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Materials, Design and Technology  

The Year 11 Materials, Design and Technology students have 

been busy in the workshops, completing the build of their 

birdhouses. The Year 11 cohort use their Thursday class time 

to reflect on their previous Wednesday’s practical 

achievements and plan ahead for the upcoming Wednesday 

session. This process allows students to think through what 

they expect themselves to achieve each practical session. It 

also prepares students to come to class with the technology 

process already thought through. The reflection process 

allows students to evaluate how they are using their 

workshop time and to reinforce terminology and procedures 

used in the workshops. 

The students have really applied themselves well in the 

creation of their product designs and I look forward to seeing 

what the production process will continue to create. Images 

of their final products will be in the College Chronicle in the 

coming weeks, and the products along with their design 

folios, will also be on display at this year’s Open Day. 

TRADES - Mitchell Wray and John Parker 



Year 11 Furniture Making   

This term the Year 11 Furniture Making 

students have been working hard both in 

the class room and the workshop. They 

have adapted well to the changes in the 

Furniture Making course with their 

theory books accessed online along with 

knowledge assessments. 

Over the past weeks the Year 11 cohort have started their 

shaker lamp tables. First the students used SketchUp to draw 

up a 3d model which was then sent to layout to create a 

detailed scale working drawing. After selecting their native 

hardwood timber (Jarrah, Marri or Blackbutt) all students 

have been hard at work shaping the tapered legs of their 

table and laminating timber together for the table top, with a 

few students gluing up their legs and rails. 

This project covers a number of units of competency for the 

Furniture Making course including MEM16008A Interact with 

Computing Technology and MSFFP2001 Undertake a Basic 

Furniture Making Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Furniture Making      

The Year 12 Furniture Making class have been busy with most 

students having designed large Furniture Making projects 

ranging from queen size beds, art tables, outdoor bars, coffee 

tables, television cabinets and even resurrecting some old 

basketball trophies.   

Students have completed their design process, outlining the 

function, aesthetics, cost and safety of their design. Students, 

using the SketchUp software, created a virtual model of their 

product and saved their views to create to scale                     

two-dimensional plans.  

It is refreshing to see students designing and producing their 

own models, plans and completed projects. 

TRADES - Mark Batt 



Sheep Commercial: Shearing is in full 
swing. We have Mark Stanton and 
Steve Thompson delivering the 
shearing and wool handling training 
initially with support from AWI 
funding for two weeks. We are still 
working through the whole student 
group to ensure everyone gets a go 

and has experienced both the shearing and wool handling 
skills. Once the students float through we start to refine those 
interested and keep enhancing their skills 

Sheep Stud: Mr Batt and Mr Hough have done a great job 
working with the students preparing both the sheep and the 
students for the Wagin Woolorama. We had Hayden Baker 
(an ex-student) who works for West Coast Livestock come in 
and train our students across a range of junior judging events 
in preparation for the show. The students and sheep stud did 
well winning the best pair rams showing milk teeth and also 
the Ag College Challenge. 

Cattle: Ms Trappitt also worked hard with the cattle and 
students for Woolorama with students practicing for weeks 
leading and preparing the cattle. Students performed well 
and the cattle did ok but next year our preparation will be 
better as like most we did not even know if the event would 
go ahead with Covid-19. 

Bull Sale: Recently we had the Countryman Invitational Bull 
Sale at the College where 36 bulls from three vendors were 
offered for sale and from all accounts the sale went well. 

Poultry: Poultry is running great and Mr Gill is currently 
planning an expansion of the vegie patch. 

Workshop: Mr Donaldson has been busy getting trucks 
ready for carting cattle and horses for the Woolorama. He is 
currently getting the seeding gear ready as well as looking to 
replace the cutting edge blades on the Dozer. 

Butcher shop: Mr Hough is doing a great job in the butcher 
shop and we are having ongoing discussions regarding the 
possibility of requiring upgraded machinery within the 
butcher shop. 

Fencing: There is a new laneway required due to asbestos 
contamination within the laneway near houses. Planning is 
now underway to secure these areas as well as make plans on 
their possible future use and or reclamation. 

Equine: Stage 2 is looking great and is close to completion. 
We are in the process of quoting up the Stage 2 shelters and 
planning the water lines. 

Farm Construction: The West 2 paddock dam enlargement 
planning is underway to support school water requirements 
for lawns and ovals. We are looking into either a second 
adjoining dam or a large storage tank to store excess runoff. 

Cropping: Mrs Helen Duncan, Mr Archer, Mr Ward and 
myself have finalised 2021 crop and paddock selections and 
soil samples have been taken with results due shortly.           
Mr Archer has been summer weed spraying when the 
weather has been suitable and we are now planning for lime 
spreading. 

Piggery: Tamworth pigs - new piglets will be purchased soon 
with a new breed for students to work with for 2021. 

Staffing: Rod Frantom has again stepped up to help us out 
with our staffing shortage issue.  We are in the process of 
replacing two staff. 

As you may have heard Emily McDonald has returned to 
Esperance working for the TAFE and as such Mr Gooley has 
won the position as the replacement Assistant Farm Manager 
for 12 months. This has created vacancies for the sheep area 
as well as for our cropping section for 2021 after the passing 
of Mr McBurney. The two farm positions are now live on Jobs 
WA. 

Farm Improvements: we are looking at the possibility of 
purchasing a mid-size excavator to assist with the ongoing 
clean-up of paddock areas and provide students with another 
learning opportunity for machinery. 

Shows and Events: Doctors visit from Notre Dame University 
will happen next week. 

Farm Manager Notes: Summer weeds, specifically caltrop, 
has become rampant after our recent rain event a few weeks 
ago, please be mindful of the school biosecurity protocols 
and we are hopeful ongoing controls can at least keep the 
infected areas under control. 

Rainfall:  Month to date – 54.5mm   Year total to date – 
98.5mm. 

Student Training and assessments: Student progress across 
all year levels is ok, at the moment I am focusing on the 
Certificate III Year 12 students and fast tracking their 
incomplete Certificate II units. Many of these students have 
taken the task very seriously and I will collate all their efforts 
in preparation for Mr Carter commencing the Advanced Wool 
Handling Program from the local TAFE for those selected 
Certificate III students.  

 

Thanks Stephen Madson - Farm Manager 

 

 

FARM MANAGER - Stephen Madson 

  



Hi everyone  

Well how fast is this term going? 

Last weekend students headed over to 

Wagin Woolorama and enjoyed the day 

supporting fellow students and viewing 

the stalls.  

During the week students have been 

enjoying dorm get together sessions which assist with  getting 

to know each other and helps them with working as a team, 

this will carry on through the term. 

The weekend of the 19th - 21st  March is our annual WACOA 

Harvey sports weekend where a group of staff and students 

head to Harvey to enjoy a weekend of sports and fun with the 

other Ag Colleges. I have sent information and permission 

letters out to parents of students who have shown interest.  

On Saturday 27th March Mrs Haydock is organising a trip to 

Adventure World.  This is a great day out and it would be 

great to have the support from students as our weekend 

excursions are dependent on numbers. 

We hope to have an excursion calendar out for you all next 

term so you can see what is up for offer each weekend. 

During the holidays cleaners will be doing our full end of term 

clean and we also have some groups coming in to use the 

facilities so this will mean that we need students to clear out 

their rooms before they leave. Students can store belongings 

in the storage rooms attached to each dorm or neatly in their 

wardrobes. Belongings cannot be stored under beds as this 

makes it hard for the cleaners to move beds to clean under.  

Thank you and have a great weekend 

Heather  

HEAD OF RESIDENCE - Heather Rae 

 

PREFECTS - Jade Hutton and Lachlan Tulley 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone,  

These past few weeks have been fairly interesting as we’ve 

had shearing and Woolorama. The students are getting           

excited for the Ag Wing Carnival that is coming up next   

weekend and the Year 12’s are getting keen for their           

leadership camp in week 8.  

People from Woolorama seemed to be very impressed with 

our College’s appearance on the day, we received a few kind 

comments on our uniform and the way we represented our 

school. All the students that were leading or judging animals 

really enjoyed doing so and assumingly are keen to do it 

again next year. 

Students currently helping with shearing and rousing are  

loving it. They love learning from Mr Stanton and Mr            

Thompson, the two professional shearers who are excellent 

teachers and are always making sure the students are having 

a good time whilst learning amazing shearing techniques and 

learning from a well-trained wool classer. 

Year 12’s have been handling this year very well as you can 

notice it is an exciting year for them all, everyone is stoked 

about the upcoming camp and looking forward to making the 

most of these times in their final year of schooling. 

Country Week trials have already begun, it’s always good to 

see how many students really do care about their sports and 

participate in this awesome jam packed week. We are all so 

keen to actually get out and do something as a school now 

that the COVID restrictions are slowly laying off. 

Thanks, 

Jade and Lachlan 



2021 Woolorama – Horses in Action 

At this year’s Wagin Woolorama Equine 

students competed in two different 

sections; Woolorama Mounted Games 

(MGAwa) and Show horse. 

Year 12 students Tealah Hawke, Shenae 

Harradine, Pippa May and Charlotte Riches competed as two 

pair teams in the MGAWA. The students rode in three 

sessions of games, such as the mug shuffle and the litter race 

that had riders jumping on and off horses, weaving around 

poles and picking things up as fast as possible to get over the 

finish line first. Charlotte and Pippa came in second overall in 

the under 18yrs group whilst Tealah and Shenae came in 

third overall. 

Meanwhile in the Show Horse Competition section, Year 11 

students Tamara Keens, Alyssa Cornish and Chloe Howell 

competed in the Hacking. In the Best Presented Horse class 

Alyssa placed 3rd and luckily Milo’s plaits stayed in, placing 

Chloe 4th. In the remaining classes our students placed as 

follows: 

 Rider Class: Tamara 2nd, Alyssa 4th 

 Pleasure Hack: Alyssa 3rd, Chloe 4th 

 District Hack: Chloe 2nd, Alyssa 3rd, Tamara 4th 

 Medium weight Hack: Tamara 2nd, Chloe 3rd, Alyssa 4th 

 Lady’s Hack: Chloe 3rd, Alyssa 4th 

 Novice Hack: Alyssa 1st, Chloe 2nd, Tamara 3rd 

 OTT Ridden Standardbred: Tamara 1st 

After the hacking, the Halter classes and Show Jumping 

commenced simultaneously.  Kayla Thornton and Chloe 

Howell competed in the Halter classes successfully. Chloe and 

Milo placed 4th in Best Handler 13 to 17years and 2nd in Best 

Gelding over 14hh. Kayla and Charlie placed 2nd in Best 

Handler 13 to 17 years, 3rd in Best Gelding over 14hh and 2nd 

in OTT Standardbred overall. Meanwhile over at the Show 

jumping, Alyssa placed 4th in the Optimum time 45cm class. 

Tamara showed everyone how Standardbreds can jump and 

placed 2nd in all her rounds. 

TEACHER - Louise Eastwood 

 



 

TEACHER - Louise Eastwood (Continued) 



WAGIN WOOLORAMA 

 

Congratulations to Finn Synnot for 

placing 3rd in the cattle judging and 

to Will Day-Banner for placing 5th in 

the cattle handling. 



WAGIN WOOLORAMA 

 

Photo taken by Richard Whyte 

Congratulations to the following students for their achievements -  

 Riley McIllree - 1st in the Merino Wool Judging,  

 Tyson Lansdell - Runner/up in the Junior Judging Overall competition 

and 3rd in the State Junior Merino Judging Individual,  

 Levi Wagenknecht - 3rd in the Poll Dorset Judging and         

 Tyson Lansdell, Levi Wagenknecht, Libby Hardingham and Justin Stott 

- 2nd in the State Junior Merino Judging College team. 

In the Suffolk competition the College won first prize in the Best Pair of Rams 

Under 12 months and Best Ewe Over 12 months. 

 



WAGIN WOOLORAMA 

Ex student - Bryce Lansdell: State Junior Wool Judging Open Runner Up and State Junior Merino Judging Open 3rd Place.  

Year 10 student Tyson Lansdell: Junior Judging Overall Runner Up and State Junior Merino Judging Individual 3rd place.   



WAGIN WOOLORAMA 



WAGIN WOOLORAMA 



 The term is flying along and with it our games nights have been in full swing one dormitory at a time. This 

term we had two activities and a talk from a local Army Cadet. 

Corporal Dewar (aka Annie) gave a talk about the benefits of Army Cadets. Examples of activities include Drill 

and Ceremonial Parades, Camps, use of Service Firearms under strict supervision, Leadership and 

Management. It seeks to extend individuals beyond their limits, teaches responsibility, promotes resilience, 

self-reliance, self-esteem and discipline, and develops and recognises skills including leadership and 

teamwork. Army Cadets is on a Tuesday night in Narrogin. Thank you so much to Annie for your dedication 

to giving all the presentations, and for your patience and sense of humour as you answered all the questions. Well done 

Corporal Dewar. 

Following this we had a game of teamwork – Noodle Leap Frog. There were four people in each group, each person gets half a 

pool noodle, students stand opposite each other in pairs and have to work together to pass a tennis ball along the length of the 

noodle to the next pair. The groups of four have to work together ‘leap frogging’ in turns to get the ball to a certain point 

without it touching the ground. At first there were lots of laughs as they continuously dropped the ball, but having to go back 

to the start each time soon solved that and students set about working together 

as a team and communicating instructions to each other to complete the 

course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then had People Bingo. Students had to find people who would match a square on their Bingo grid. Some of the questions 

were; Wears the same size shoe as you, Someone who is left handed, First name starts with the same letter as your first name , 

Has the same number of pets as you, Was born in March or November.  As there are many new students in each dormitory this 

was a good way to learn things about each other and find similarities. Most students filled in two lines, some were keen and 

did the whole thing. 

The night was held in the Indoor Basketball courts, and following this we had a sausage sizzle outside around the (unlit) Fire Pit. 

There has been a request next term to do the Secret Pathway again - that’s a worry  

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT - Sandie Blakiston (Mrs B) 

 



 

WA College of Agriculture - Narrogin 

216 Cooraminning Road  NARROGIN  WA  6312 
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Facebook: @WACOANarrogin 

Instagram: narroginagcollege 

COLLEGE EVENTS  

Term 1  2021 

 Sat 20th & Sun 21st March  Harvey Ag Wing Carnival 

 Mon 22nd March  Harmony Day 

 Tues 30th & Wed 31st March bstreetsmart 

 Thu 1st April  END OF TERM 1 

The Term by Term Planner is regularly updated and can be viewed on the front page of the               

College website by clicking on DOWNLOAD TERM PLANNER.                                 

On photo day speciality group images (eg Prefects) were taken. These images can be viewed and purchased at a unique           
website, which is DIFFERENT to where you order the portraits and class photos online. 

1. To place your Order online simply go to https://mspphotography.shootproof.com/ 

2. Locate the Schools Name, then select the album titled: WA College of Ag Narrogin Specialist Groups - 2021 

3. You will then be required to enter a password to view the Album. The password for this MVNDJH21 

4. Please ensure that you use your child’s name at the checkout 

5. The images you are viewing are uncropped and will be cropped to fit to a 10x8 print (as per the first image in your gallery, a 
sample of layout & colour) 

 The online orders will be open until midnight on Tuesday, 16 March 2021 – for the Bulk Pricing Offer 

 The Bulk Pricing Offer is $20 per print and these will be delivered to the school BY CLASS GROUP 

 After the $20 pricing expires, the photos will remain available online, but the photos are now at a cost of $35 per image 
and delivered to a preferred address. 

If you have any queries please contact MSP Photography on 9240 8000 or via email on ordering.perth@msp.com.au 

MESSAGE FROM MSP 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmspphotography.shootproof.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cwendy.hogg%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cfacd97dad84b45a4f7f108d8dd221636%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637502485770013317%7CUnknown%7CT
mailto:ordering.perth@msp.com.au

